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To the rigb: worſhip full 
M. VVilham Kkice Eſquire, H. G. 
wiſbet ha happy long life, with in- 


creaſe of much worſhip, 


N how much the thank- 
N 1 Full” forte are deſirous) 
N la reaſone willeth, and 

lexperiẽce dailie teacheth) 
to gratifie ſuch their dear 
frmaes , as to mhome for 
turnes and receined benefits 


— j— 
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bd 
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| other, giueth a ſuff:cient teſtimonie. So 
that, taking occaſion therby to ſheW the 
good will I haue, to pay in parte the debt 
many yegres due, for that your bountie to- 

Werd: me ( the leaſt ſparke Whereof I am 
vgable ro ſatiſſie:) Ido giue vntg you thig 
Italian Diſport, the Which I haue furned 
ont of his ngtiue attyre into this eur Eng- 

liſh habite, to the ende the ſame may be no 

leſſe familiar to yon, end to ſuch other) for 

your ſakę) as ſhall vouchſafe thereof, than 

it is either to the Italian or the Frenche. 

| A. ij. and 


und deſire that the ſame: 


r IE on Is 


The Epiſtle. 
maje Marche a- 
brode under your chargę: to who I recount” 
the proteition therof. Not doubting but as 


the reading therof ſhall bring Pleſure and 
delite: ſo the matter beeing therewjthall 
duely conſidered, ſhal giue ſupary profitg- 
ble leſſons meet to befolowedgAnd bicauſe 
the name of the author) being of no ſmall 
credit with the learned for thoſe his ſun- 
dry well written orkęs) is of it ſelfe ſuſſi- 
cient to cary greater commendation ther- 
with, than my pen is able to write, I leaut 
to labęur therin, leaſt my lacks may be an 
occaſiõ to the leeſing of h:z due praiſe, And 
vntill fortune) the only hope of the vnhap- 


bal make me better a le, I ſhall deſire 


you thankefully to accept this as a token 
and pledge of the good will I haue to per- 
forme that wherunto my abilitie is vnable 
ro ftret ch. Thus taking my leauę, I betaks 
you to the tuition of almightie God, whe 


preſerue you in health to his pleaſure and 


after this life make you poſſeſſor of thoſe 
joyes, Whereof we all hope to be 

partakers, 6. Martij. 
| 1566 
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ke ere thou leap, dome not by view of face, 

Ly Leaſt beſt make waſt , in miſdoming the caſe, 
„er I teachnottoloye, ne yet bis lore. 

Ne with what ſalue is cured ſuch a ſore, 

But I the carke with cares that therby haps, 
The blis with ioies the ſtorms with thungerclaps, 
| The curteſies wle moſt his force is ſnewde, 
The chpiſe of beſt, be it of gęod or lewde. 
Compare t hem ſo, as doomed is the dout, 
Thereef, and ay the truth well ſifted out: | 
T he which to reade ſuch pleaſure thou ſhalt finde, 
As may content 4 well diſpoſed minde. 
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The argument to the Iz. 


queſtions, compoſed in Italian by M. 
Tohn Bocace Florentine, and 
poet Laureat. 


And now turned into Engliſh 
by H 9. 


Loreg ſurnamed Philo- 
n 308 copo dłtompanped with 
the duke Montorio, Aſ- 
N, 9 caleon, Menedon, and 
\ 28 Maſlalina, in ſapling to 
A [ekehis frend Bianco- 
fiore, was thzough a very obſcure and 
parke night, by the fierce winds dziuen 
into great dangers, but the perils being 


once paſſed, they were caſt into the poꝛt 


of the ancient Parthenope, whereas the 
mariners (eſpying themſelues in haut) 
he receiued comkoꝛt, not knowing into 
what coaſt foztune had foꝛced hun, yel- 
ded thanks to his gods:and ſo taried the 
new dap, the whych after it once appe- 
red, the place was of the mariners de⸗ 
ſcried,ſo that they all glad of ſuretie, 
of ſo acceptable arriuall came a ſhoze. 

Philocopo 
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Philocopo wpth his companions : who 
rather ſamed to come fonth newe riſen 
againe out of their ſepultures than dil⸗ 
barked from ſhip,lcokgd backe towards 
the weiward waters, and repeating in 
them lelues the paſſed perilles of the 
ſpent night , coulve yet ſcarcely thinke 
themſelues in ſuxetie . Thep all then 
wyth one voice pꝛaiſed their gods that 
bad guided them ſafe out of ſo croked a 
courſe, offered their pitifull ſacrifices, 
and began ta receiue confo2e, and were 
by afrend of Aſcaleons honourably re- 
ceiued into the citie, whereas they cau⸗ 
ſed their ſhip to be all new repared and 
decked of maſt, ſaile, and hetter ſterne, 
than were the others whych they had 
loſt: and ſo tarieng time foz their fur- 
ther voyage, che which was much loger 
lengthned than they looked foz : by occa- 
lion whereof Philocopo would many 
times haue taken his tourney by land, 
but diſcouraged therein by Aſcalęon, 
ſtayed, in tarryeng a mo2e pꝛoſperous 
houre in the afozeſaide place, where he 
and his companions ſawe Phebea fiue 
tymes round, q as many timeg hozned, 

A ih. befoze 
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The Argument. 


befoze that Notus dip abandon his vio» 
lent fozces. And in ſo long a while, they 
neuer almoſt ſawe time to bee mery, 
whereupon Philocopo, who was verp 
deſtrous to perfourmehis deferred ipur⸗ 
ney, one day called his compantons vn⸗ 
to him, and ſapde : Let vs goe take the 
pleaſaunt ay)e, and paſſe the time vpon 
the ſalt ſea ſhoare, in reaſoning and 
pꝛouiding foz our future voyage, Thus 


be, with the Duke Parmenion, and the 
kreſtok his companions, directed their 


walke with a mild pace (diſcourſing dis 
uers matters) towards that place wher 
reſt the reuerend aſhes of the moſt re⸗ 
noumed Poet Maro. They all thus tal 
king a god ſpace, were not gone farre 
from the Citie, but that they came to 
the ſide of a Gardeyne, wherein they 
daun gracious and iopous feaſting of 

ung Gentlemen, dames, and dam⸗ 
ſels: There the aye did all reſounde 
with the noyſe of ſundzy inſtruments, 
and as it were of Angelicall vopces, 


entring with (werte delight into the 


hearts of them, to whoſe eares it came: 
the which noyſe it pleaſed Philocopo 
| . 
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to ſtap a while to heare, co the ende 
his fozmer Pelancolje thzough the 
ſweteneſſe thereof, might bp little 
and little depart away. Then Aſcalion 
reſtrayned their talke. And whyleſt 
Foztunehelde thug Philocopo and his 
compantons without the garden inten⸗ 
tively liſtening, a pong gentleman com⸗ 
ming foo2th therok, eſpied them, & fpꝛth⸗ 
with by light, pozte and viſage, knewe 
them to be noble gentlemen, and woꝛthy 
to be reuerenced. Wheretozehe without 
tariance, returned to hig company, and 
ſayde: Come, let vs ge welcome cer- 
taine pong men, læming to bee Gentle⸗ 
men ok great calling, the which per⸗ 
haps baſhfull to enter herein, not heing 
bidden, ſtap without, giuing eare ts our 
diſpoxt. The companions then of this 
Gentleman left their Ladies at their 
paſtime, and went fo2th of the Gar- 
den, and came fo Philocopo, whame 
by ſight they knewe to be chiefe of 
all the reſt, to whome they ſpake wich 
that reuerence their reaſon coulde des 
utſe, and that was moſt conuenient foz 
the welcoming of ſuch a gueſt, pꝛaying 
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The Argument, 


hym, that in honour and increaſe of this 
their feaſt,it would pleaſe hym and hys 
companions to enter with them the gar 
den, conſtrayning hym thzoughe manye 


requeſts, that he would in no wiſe denie 
them this curteſie. Theſe ſwert p)aiers 

ſs pierced the gentle hart of Philocopo | 
and no leſſe the hearts of hys compani- 
ons, that he aunſwered the intreaters in 


this ſozt: Frends, of truth ſuch a feaſt 
was ok vs neither ſought fo2 , no? fler 


from, but like weather-beaten mates 


- Caſt into pour pot , wee to the end to fla 
dꝛouſie thoughts, whych ſpꝛing of wle- 


neſſe, did in reciting our aduerſities, 
paſlz by theſe ſea banks; But how foz- 1 
tune hath allured vs to giue eare vnto 
vou J knowe not, vnleſſe as we thinke, 
deſirous to remoue from vs al penſiue- 


neſſe ſher hath of vou, in whom J know 


to be infinite curteſie, made vs this of: 
ker: and therefoze we will ſaciſfie your 


"deſire, though peraduenture in part we 


become ſomewhat laueſſe of che curteſie 
which otherwiſe towards others ought 
to pzoceede from vs. And thus talking, 
they entred togither into the Garden, 

wheres 
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whereas they founde many faire Gene 
clewomen, of whome they were verye 
graciouſly receiued,and by them welco- 
med to their feaſt, After Philocopo hay 
a good while behelde this their keaſting, 


and likewiſe hadfeaſted wyth them, her 
thoght it good to depart, and willing to 
tanke his leaue of the pong Gentlemen, 


and to giue them thanks foz the honour 
he had receiued, one lady moze honou⸗ 
rable than the reſt, indued with maruel⸗ 
lous beautie and vertue, came fozth 
where he (food, and thus ſayd vnts him: 
Moſt noble ſir, ye haue thys moznyng 


though this pour great curteſie ſhewed 
no ſmall pleaſure to theſe yong gencle- 


men,fo2 the whych they ſhall be alwates 
beholding vnto pou, that is to wit, in 
that vou haue vouchſafed to come ta 
hono! this our feaſt . Pay it pleaſe you 
then not to retuſe to ſhew vnto me, and 
to theſe other dames that fauour that 
Jam ſecondarily to intreat you foz : 
To whome Philocopo with a ſwete 
voice anſwered : Moſt gentle ladie, no- 


thyng map iultly be denyed you, com- 


maund therefoze, fo2 bothe J and theſe 
| mp 
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my companions are all pꝛeſt at pour 


will: To whome the Ladie ſaide in this 
wiſe: Foz aſmuch as this pour come 
ming hath increaſed this our feaſting 
with a moſt noble and godly companie, 


A all deſire you that you will not with 


departure leſſen the lame, but rather 
helpe £s here to ſpende this day euen 
to the laſt houre, to that ende wee haue 
already begunne the ſame. Philocopo 
beheld hir inthe face as ſhe thus ſpake, 
and ſ&ing her eyes replete with bur» 
ning rapes to twinckle like vnto the 
mozuing Starre, and hir face excæding 
pleaſaunt and fayze, thought neuer ts 
had ſeene (his Biancofiore excepted) ſo 
faire a creature: to whoſe demaunde he 
thus made aunſwere: Madame J ſhall 
diſpoſe my ſelf to ſatiſũe rather your de⸗ 
ſire than mine owne, wherefoze ſo long 
as it ſhall pleaſe you, ſs long will J a- 
bide with you, and theſe mp compani⸗ 
ons alſo; The Ladie gane him great 
thankes, and retourning to the others, 


began togethers with them all co be ve- 


ry mery. Philocopo abiding with them 
in chis w, enteedgreattamltte 


The Argument. 
wyth a young gentleman named Gale- 


on, adozned wyth gov qualities, and 
ok a ſingular eloquence, to whome in 


talking he ſapde thus, Oh, howe muche 


are pou moe than any other beholding 
to the immozcall Gods, the whych pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue pou quiet in one wyll in chys pour 
mirth makyng . Wie acknowievge vs 
to be greatly bounden vnto them, aun⸗ 
ſwered Galeon . But what occaſion 


mooueth pou to ſapthis? Philocopo ans 


ſwered: Truelp none other occaſion, 
but chat I ſek you all hare aſſembled 
in one will. Oh, ſayde Galcon , mar⸗ 
uell not at all thereat, koz thys lady 
in whome all excellencie doth reſt, 
both moueth vs herevnto, and holdeth 
vs herein, Then demaunded Philoco- 
po and this ladie, who is ſhe ; Ga- 
leon aunſwered: It is ſhe that made 
requeſt vnto pou that pc woulde tarrye 
here, when as a while ſince pe woulde 
haue departed. By light ſhe ſ@meth vn- 
tome (ſayde Philocopo) exceding faire 
and of a ſurmounting woꝛthineſle: but 
pet if mp demaund be not vnlawful, ma⸗ 
nileſt hir name vnco me, ol whẽce ſhe is, 

and 
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and of what parents deſcended. Unto C 
whome Galcon aunſwered: No ways t 
may pour requeſt be vnuſt, beſides 0 
there is none publikely talking of her, C 
which dooth not vouchſafe to publiſh the t 
renowme of ſo wozthie a lady, and ther« * 
foꝛe J ſhall fully ſatiſfie your demaund, } 
Hir name is of vs here called Fiametta | 
howbeit the greateſt part of the people 
call her by the name of Her, thozough | 
whome that wound is ſhut vp, that the | 
pꝛeuarication of the firſt mother ope | 
ned. She is the daughter ol a moſt high 
pꝛince, vnder whoſe ſcepter theſe coun | 
tries are quietly gouerned, ſh&is alſo, | 
lady vnto vs all: and bꝛefly, there is no 


vertu that ought to be in a noble hart, 


t is not in hirs. And as Ithinke, in 


2 this day with vs, vou ſhal haue 


god experience thereof . That whyche 
pouſap{ſayd Phiiocopo)cãnot be hiddk 
in her ſemblance. The gods guide her 


merite, foꝛ aſſuredly J beieeue both that 
and much mote than vou haue affirmed, 
But theſe other dames, who are they: 
Thele gentlewomen (ſapde 2 

ome 
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eg ſome of them are of Parthenope, and o⸗ 

x therſome of places elſewhere , come as 

g are you pour ſelues, hither into her 

r, company. And after they had thus held 

be talke a god ſpace , Galeon ſayde: Ah 

r« my ſwerte frend , if it might not dif- 

d. pleaſe pou, it ſhould be very acceptable 
ta vnto me to knowe further of your eſtate 
le and condicion, than pour outward ap⸗ 

rh pearance repꝛeſenteth, to the ende that 
he by knowing pou, we may do you that 
e- honoꝛ you woꝛthely merit, bicauſe ſome⸗ 
7h times want ol knowledge bꝛingeth lack 
n- ok duetie, to them that honour others in 

ſo not doing their du reuerence. To whom 
o Philocopo aunſwered: no lacke in do» 
t, ing me reuerence could any wayes hap⸗ 
in pen on pour behalfe, but rather pe haue 
ue therin ſo kar excæded, as with exceſſe per 
haue paſſed the bound and limits there⸗ 
ot. But ſith yon deſtre to know further 
of my condicion, it ſhuld be vniuſt not to 
ſatiſfie pour deſire therin. And therefoꝛ 
(in howe muche it is lawfull foꝛ me to 
d. diſcouer) J ſhalltellyou : J am a pe 
pe pilgrim ok loue, and go ſ@kyng as pet 
n) ſe, a ladie of mine, taken away from 
ne me 
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me by ſubtile cautele by my parentes: 
and theſe gentlemen whome px ſe with 
me, of they? curteſie ke pe me compa⸗ 


ny in thys my pilgrimage. : and my 


name is Philocopo, of nation a Spas 
ntard,d2ytuen thꝛough tempeſtuoug we⸗ 
ther (ſkpng fo2 the Jland of Cicilia) 
into our poꝛts. But he knewe not ſo co⸗ 


uertly to talke, as that the yptong Gene, 


tleman onder ſteode not moꝛe of his cone 


dicion than hz wpllyngly deſired ha 


ſhould : and hauing compaſſion of thoſe 
hys hard happes, ſomewhat comfozced 
hym wyth wozdes, whyche p2ompſed 
hym hereafter a moze luckie lyfe, and 
from that tyme foz ward to increaſe his 
honour, willed that he ſhoulde be honou⸗ 
red of them all, not as a pilgrim, oꝛ as 
a bidden gueſt , but rather as the chiefe 
and pꝛincipall patrone of the feaſt. The 
lady who vnderſtode hys ſtate and cons 
dicion though the repozt of Galeon, 
eſt#ming deerely of ſuche an hap, come 
maunded ſpectally that ſo it ſhoulde be. 
Apollo was nowe wpth hts chariot of 


light mounted to the meridtan circle, 
and dyd ſcarcely behold with leueled eie 
the 
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the new aparelled earth , when as thele 
dames, damſelles, and pong gentlemen 
being thus aſſembled together in that 
place (ſetting their feaſting aparte) l&⸗ 
kyng fo2th by ſundꝛy quarters of p gar 
den the delightfull ſhade, and fleing the 
noiſome heat that might offend their de 
licat bodies, toke by diuers companies 
diuers delights. And the lady accompas 
nied wyth keure others, toke Philocc- 
po by the hand layeng: ſir, the heat doth 
conſtraine vs to ſ#ke out the freſh aire, 
let vs therkoꝛe go to ponder medow you 
ſæ h#re befoze vs, and there with lüdzie 

z diſcourſes paſſe ouer the heat of the day 
Philocopo then greatly pꝛailed the la⸗ 
dies deuiſe, and folowed hir motion, and 
with him his companisus. Galeon alſo 
with two others, went with them to the 
apointed medow, whiche was exce dyng 
faire of graſſe aud floures, & ſilled wyth 

a fwere ſuauitie of ſmels, about 3 which 
grew ſtore of pong trees very faire and 
thicke of grene leaues, wherewith the 
place was defended from the e parchyng 
beames ofthe great planet, There was 
in the middeg of chat medow 3 proper 
B. J. : {9 il 
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fountain very faire and clere like chꝛiſ. 
tall, about the whych they all ſate them 
downe, where ſom gazing in the water, 
and other ſome gathering floures, they 
began to talke of ſundzie matters. But 
bicauſe ſometimes at vnawares,the one 
dtd interrupt the others tale, the faire 
lady ſaid vnto them thus : To the ende 
that this our diſcourſe may p2ocede in 
a moꝛe better oꝛder, and ſo cotinue vntil 
the freſh cole houres the which we at- 
tend fo2 our further feaſting, let vs oz- 
dapne one of vs in place ot our king, to 
whome ech one ſhall pꝛopound a queſti⸗ 
on ol loue, and ſhall receiue from hym 
an apt reſolution thereof: and truely(as 
I think) we ſhall no ſconer haue made an 
end ok our queſtions , but that the heat 
(not knowing how)ſhal be paſt, and the 
time ſpent to our pꝛoſit and delife. This 
deuiſe pleaſed them al, and among them 
it was ſaid:let there be a king: and with 
one voice they choſe Aſcale on to thep} 
king, fo2 that he was ſomewhat mote 
growen in pearts, than was any of the 
reſt: To whome her made anſwere , to 


. be altogither inlufficient fox ſo great an 


office, 


The Argument; 


office, bicauſe he had ſpent mo peres in 
the ſeruice of Mars than of Uenus.Buc 
yet he pꝛayd them all co leaue vnto him 
the election of ſuch a king. They p thou- 
ght him to be ſuch a one(knowing lo wel 
befoze hand the qualities of them al) as 
would conſtitute one ſuche , as ſhoulde 
yeld true anſwers to al their demands 

did then wholly conſent that the election 
ſhould frelp be remitte d vnto him, lince 


gathered certaine twigges of agrene 
laurell, the ſhade wherof did ouerſpꝛead 


pꝛeſence ok th? al, and ſaid in this wiſe: 
from the time that Jin my meft pouth⸗ 
ful pærs began to haue vnderſtandyng, 
I ſwear by thoſe gods whom J wozſhip 
that J do not remember to haue ſ#n oz 
herd named a woman of like weoꝛthincs 
toFiametta,of whd loue holds vs al her 
in hir pꝛeſence inflamed, x by whom wer 
haue this day bin honozed in ſuche ſoꝛte 
as we ought neuer foꝛget the ſame. And 
bycauſe ſhe(as without doubt J knowe) 

B. ij. is 


be would not cake ſuch a dignitie vppon fametta 
\ himſelf, aſcaleon then roſe him vp, and was cho⸗ 

len queene | 
to define | 
{ the queſti= 
the freſh fountatne , and thereof made a ons pꝛo⸗ 


rich cozonct, the whyche he bzought in Pounded. 


The Argument, 


is plentifully indued wyth euerp cob 
grace adozned both wpth beauty e goed 
qualities, and indued wyth a flowyng e⸗ 
| loquence, I therefoze make choice of hir 
do be our qucene. Fo} aſſuredly it is con 
uenient that the imperiall crowne be be? 
ſtowed vpon her magnificence, bepng 
diſcended from a ſtirpe ropall, to whom 
the lecret wates or loue being (as they 
are all) open, it ſhall be an eaſie matter 
fo) her to content vs in theſe our queſti⸗ 
ons, And this ſayd, he humbly knckled 
e | befo)e this noble lady ſapeng: Moſte 
15 courteous lady vouchſafe to decke pour 
head wyth thys crowne, the whych is ns 
ö elle dearelp to be cſtæmed of them that 
10 are worthy though the ir vertues to co⸗ 
1 uer their heads with the like, than ik it 
e were of golde. The lady with a newe 
red bepainted hir white viſage, and laid 
Truly yc᷑ haue not iu due ſoꝛt pꝛouided 
à quæne fo2 thys amoꝛous people (that 
haue meze node of a moſt able king) 
foꝛ that of al yon that are pꝛeſent, J am 
the moſt ſimple and of leaſt vertue, ney⸗ 
ther is there any one of pou that is norte 
moze mat to be inueſted of ſuch a m_ 
th an 


0 
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The Argument, 


than Jam. But ſith it thus pleſech por, 
IJ cannot withſtand this pour electon:& 
to thend Jbe not found contrary to our 
made pzomiſe,J will receive it, and as 
J hope, ſhalleke receiue from the gods 
with it » fomach due to luche an office: 
and though the helpe of him to whome 
theſe leaues were alwaies acceptable, J 
ſhall anſwere you all, accozdyng to my 
ſinall knowledge: neuertheleſſe, J de⸗ 
poutly pꝛay him that he will enter into 
my bꝛeaſt, and renue my voice wyth that 
ſound wherewith he cauſed the valiaunt 
vanquiſhed mi Marſia,to deſerueto be 
d2awne fo th of the ſheath of his mem 
bers. Jby way of mirth ſhall giue vou 
light anſwers wpthout ſifting vnto the 
depth of pour pꝛopounded queſtions, 
the going about to ſearch koꝛ the whiche 
ſhould rather bꝛyng tediouſnes than de⸗ 
light to pour mindes. And hauing thus 


ſayd, ſhe oke wpthhir delicat hand the 
fired garland, and therwithal crowned 


hir head, and commanded that eche one 
bppon payne to be depziued of the ame⸗ 
rous totes, ſhould pꝛepare to put fazth 
ſome queſtion, the whych myght be apt 

| | B. iij. and 


The firſt queſtion, 


and conuenient to the purpoſe whereof 
they did intend to intreat,and ſuch a one 
as it ſhoulde rather be an encreaſer of 
mirth , than thozough to great ſubt1l- 
fie, 02 otherwyſe a deſtroyer of the 


ſame 


Ihe firſt queſti- 


on propoſed by Phi- 


locopo. 


W5: N the righthand of 


locopo to whom the 
ſaid : Noble ſir, you 
ſwall beginne to pꝛo⸗ 
pound pour queſtis, 

tothe ende, that the 
reſt ozderlp as wee are here placed, may 
after you wyth moze ſuretie pꝛopounde 
theirs alſo. To whome Philocopo 
thus made aunſwere; Poll noble lady, 
wythout any fozflowyng J ſhall sbep 
pour commaundement , and thus he 
layde: J do remember that inthe city 


wherein J was bozne, there was one 


dap made a bounteful great feaſt, wher. 
ag © 


che queene ſate Phi- 


The firſt queſtion, 


at,to honour the ſame, were many gen⸗ 
tlemen and gentlewomen : and J that 
was there likewiſe rompng about , and 
beholdyng them that were in the place, 
ſpyed among the reſt, two pong men ve: 
ry gracious to behold, that er neſtly eyed 
an exceeding fair woman. Neither was 
J any waies able to diſcerne whether of 
thẽ hir beuty had moſt inflamed. And as 
ſhe in like ſozt had a god ſpace behelde 
them, not making greater ſemblance to 
the one than to the other, they betwerne 
themſelues began to reaſon of her: and 
among the other wozdes that J vnder- 
coo of their talk, was that ech one ſaid 
that he was her beſt beloued : and foz 
pꝛole therok, either of them alleged in 
the furtherance al himſelfe , diuers ge- 
ſtures then be foze dane by the pong wo- 
man. Anv they thus remaining in thys 
contention a longtime bepng now tho- 
row many w02ds at daggers djawing, 
they acknowledged that herein they 
did very euil, bicauſe in thus doing they 
wought hurt and ſhame to themſclues 
and diſpleaſure to the woman, TUlhere* 
foze (maued of an equall agreament) 

B. ilij. both 


The firſt queſtion, 
both two went vnto the mother of the 


mayd, who was allo at the ſame feaſt, - 
and thus ſapd vnco her: that foxſomuch 


as aboue all other women of the wozlde, 
eyther of them beſt liked her daughter, 
and that they were at contention whes 
ther of them was beſt liked ok her, it 
woulde theref52e pleaſe her to graunt 
them this kauour, to the end no greater 
inconuenience myghe ſpꝛing thereof, as 
to will her daughter, that ſhe either by 
wo2d o; ved, woulde ſhewe whether al 
them ſhe beſt loued. The intreated gen⸗ 
tlewoman ſmiling thus anſwered:wpl- 
lingly. And ſo calling her daughter ts 
her ſaid : My faire daughter eche one ok 
theſe pꝛekerreth the loueof the, aboue 
the loue of hymſelke, and in this conten⸗ 
tion they are , whether of them is beſt 
beloued of the, and they ſeeke ol me this 
fauog. that thou either by ſignes oꝛ woꝛ⸗ 
des reſolue them herein. And therefoze 


Uher as to the ende that loue, from whome all 
loue is, ther peate and govneſſe ought alwayes to 


peaceought 
to he, 


ſpꝛing, bꝛeld not now the contrary, cons 
tent them in this, and with ſemblable 


curtelie bew toward which of chem thy 
minde 


lth. 
—_ — — 
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The firſt queſtion, 


minde is moſt bent, The pong damſell Toe loneds 
ſaid; it lixeth me right well. And fo be- gy les cauſe 
holding them both a while, ſhe ſaw the of argum?t 
one of them to haue vpon his head a fair to hit louer 
garland of freſh floures, and the other 
to ſtand Without any? garland at all. 
Then ſh& that hadde likewiſe vppon her 
head a garland of grene leaves , firſt 
toke the ſame from her head, and ſet if 
bpon his, that twde befoze her wpthout 
a garland. And after ſhe toke that which 
the other pong man had tpon his head, 
and ſet the ſame vppon hers, and ſo lea⸗ 
uing them, the returned to the feaſt, ſap⸗ 
ing that ſhe had both perkozmed the cõ⸗ 
mandement ok her mother, anv eke their 
deſire , The pong men being thus left, 


returned alſo to their fozmer contentid, 


ech one affirming that ſh& loued hym 
beſt. And he whoſe garland ſhe toke and 
ſet ypon her head, ſaid : Aſſuredly, ſhe⸗ 
loueth me belt , bicanſe ſhe hath taken 
my garland to rr other ende, but foz 


that what mine is pleaſeth her, and to 
giue occaſion to be beholding vnto me, 
But to the ſh# hath gyuen hirs, as it 
were in place of by laſt farewell : — 

wil⸗ 


s The firſt queſtion, 
willing that like a — girle, the 
loue — thou beareſt her, be wythout 
requitall, and therekoze laſtly ſhe giueth 
ther that garland thou haddeſt merited. 
The other replying with the contrarte, 
thus anſwered; Truly ſhe loucth that 
thine is, better than ther, and that may 
be ſæne in taking thereof. And me ſhe lo 
ueth better than what mine is, in as 
much as ſhe hath giuen me of hers, and 
therefo1e it is no token of her laſt deſcr- 
ued gift, as thou affirmeſt , but rather a 
beginning of amitie and loue.A gift ma 
keth the receiuer a ſubiea to the giuer: 
t bicauſe ſhe peraduenture vncertain of 
mee, to the ende ſhe might be moze cer. 
taine tg haue me her ſubiect will binde 
me (if perhaps J were not bounde vnto | 
her befo2e) tobe hers by gift. But howe 
mayſt thou thinke, ik ſhe at the firſt take 
away frb the, that eue ſhe may vouch- 
ſafe to giue thee , And thus they abode a 
long tyme contending , and in the ende 
departed wythout any definition at all. 
Nowe ſap J, moſt puiſſant quene, if 
vou ſhoulde be demaunded of the laſte 


ſentence of ſuche a contention , what 
would 
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The firſt queſtion, 
woulde ye fudge? The faire lady ſome⸗ 


what ſmiling turned towards Philoco- que 


po hir eies {parkling wyth an amozous iudgement 


| lirhe,and after a ſoft ſigh thus made an 
- ſwere : Poſt noble youth, pꝛoper is 
pour queſtion : and truely , as verie 
wiſely the poung woman behaued her 
elle, ſoecheoneof the pong men right 
well defended his cauſe, But bicauſe ye 
228 what we laſtly will iudge there- 
of thus we make you anſwere : It ſem- 
ethvntovs, and ſoitoughtto ſame to 
eche one that taketh god herde, that the 
woman had in hate neither the one no} 
the other, but to kepeher intent couert 
did two contrarie acts, as apertth, and 
not without occaſion. And to the end ſhe 
might get moꝛe aſſured the loue ofhym 
whom the loued, as not to loſe the loue 
ofthe other, whome ſhe hated not, it 
was but wiſelp denne. But to come to 
our queſtion, whych is, to whether of 
the two greateſt loue was ſhewed, 
Wee ſaythat ſhe loued hym beſt , and 
he chefeſt in her fatour to whome hee 


gaue her garland:and this ſ#meth to be 
the reaſon: whatloeuer man oz —_ 


n thes 
wehen 


N 


ther with honours noz with gifts able 


— 


The firſt queſtion, 


that loueth any perſon, ech one thꝛough 
fozc? of the lou? they beare, is ſoftrong« 


ly bound to the perſon loued, that aboue 


all other things they deſire to pleaſe the 


ſame, nepther to binde him oz her moze 


ſtrongly that thus loueth, nedeth cither 


gitts oz ſeruices, and this is manifeſt. 


And pet wer ſa, p whoſo loueth, though 
he indeudur himſelfe ſundꝛie wates , is 


net able to make the perſon loued, in as 
ny ſozt benigne and ſubiec vnto hym, 


wherby he map bꝛing it to his pleaſure, 


and ſo with a moze bolde face demaund 
his deſire, And that this is in ſuch ſozt 


as we ſay, the inflamed Dido wyth hir 


doings dwth very well manifeſt the 
ſame vnto vs, who burning in the loue 
of Encas ſo kong as it ſæmed her ney⸗ 


to winne him had nat the courage to at- 


tempt the doubtfull way of aſkyng the 


queſtton : ſo that then the pong woman 
ſought to make him moſt beholding vn- 
to her,whome ſh& beſt loued. And thus 
we ſay,thathe that receiued the gift of 
the garland, was her beſt beloued. As 


the queene became ſilent Philocopo an: 


ſwered ; 


\ 
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The firſt queſtion, 


bd. Fwered : Dilcrett lady, greatly is pour 4216! copo 
ant were to be commended: but fo; all repizeth to 
that you do bing me into a gret apnit- tbetduæne. 
ration of that ye haue defined, tauching 
the pꝛopounded queſtion, bicauſe J wold 
haue iudged rather the contrarie. Foz fo 
mnchas generally among louers, this 
0 was the wonted cuſtome, that is, to de⸗ 
$ ſire to beare vpon them ſome iewell, oz 
* ſome other thing of the per ſons loued, to 
the ende that moſt tymes they might glo 
tie chemſelues mote therein, than in all 
u the remnant they had, & perceyuing the 
x ſame about them, therwith to glad their 
minds as pe haue heard. Paris ſeldome Paris. 
times oz neuer entreed into the bloudte 
battels againſt the Gzckes, wythout 
bearing ſome token vpon hym, that had 
bern giuen him byhys Helen, bel&upug Helen. 
better to pʒcuaile therewith, than if hee 
had gone wyrthout the ſame , And truly 
in myne opinion, his thought was not 
batne : therefoze 7 ſhoulde thus ſape, 
(that as pou ſayd) the ug wamar did 
very wiſely, not defining it foz all tha: 
as pou haue done, but in this mant riſhee 
knowing that ſher was very well loup 
cf 
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The firſt queſtion, 


of two pong men, and that ſh# could nd 
loue mo than one, foꝛ that loue is an ind 
uiſible thing, h@ woulde rewarde thi 
one fo? the loue hee bare her, to the end 


that ſuch gov will ſhoulde not be vnre 
warded, and ſo gaue him hir garland it 
requitall thereof. To the other whom 
ſheer loued, he thought ſhe woulde gin 
courage and aſſured hope of her loue n 
king bys garland, and decking herſelf 
therewyth, in token wherof ſhe plain) 
ſhewed to be beholdyng vnto him fo? t 
ſame, And therkoze in my iugement ſht | 
loned him better from whom ſhe tot 
than him to whome he gaue. To when 
the queene thus made aunſwere : Non 
argument ſhould haue pleaſed vs righ ! 
well, if your ſelfe in your tale hadde no 
condemned the ſame © See how pillag! 
and perfect loue can agre togyther:hou 
can pe ſhew mee that we loue him whon 
we ſpoile better than him to whome w 
giue : Accozdyng to the queſtion p20 
pounded, to the one ſhe gaue a garland 
and from the ether ſh& teoke a garland 
neyther had ſh& vnto whome ſher gau 
ought to giue ber, and that which we lt 

cuel 
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The firſt queſtion, 


tuery day ko example map here ſuffiſe 
as is commonly ſayd: They are of gen- 
tlemen far better loued, on whome they 
beſtow fauour and gifts, than thoſe that 
are by them depꝛiued of them . And foz 
that cauſe we laſtly hold opinion, con: 
cluding,thac he is better loued,to who 
is giuen, than he from whome is taken. 
We know very well, þ in theſe our rea- 
ſonings much might be sbieced againſt 
this our dſinit ion, ⁊x much allo an{werd 
to the contearie reaſons, but laſtly ſuche 
4 determinaron ſhall remaine true. And 
M becauſe tytie nome ſerueth not to ſtaie 
5 wyth chys our talke vpon one matter on 
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lp without mo, wee will giue eare to the 
rell if it pleſe you. To whom Philocopo 
fſapde, that it pleaſed bym right well, 
and that very wel ſufficed ſuch a re⸗ 
ſolution to hys demaunded 
queſtion:and ſo held 
bys peace. 
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The ſecond queſtion, 


propoſed by Longano. 


ITINECrtto Philocopo was pla- 
EY*7/5 ced a curteous pong man, &> 
R2>YSaracious to beholde, whoſe 
ename was Longano,who no 
ſoner than Philocopo hadleft thus be⸗ 

- gan:Paſtercellent quene, ſo trim halh 
bin the firſt queſtion, that in mp conceit, 
mine ſhal bꝛing no delight at all. Net ta 

ä the ende not to be ſeuered krom ſo noble 
a tompanp, f{1th it ſhall : and thus he 
followed lapeng: it is not many dayes 
paſt, that J abiding all ſolitarie in my 
chamber, wꝛapt in a heape of trouble 
ſome thoghts ſpꝛong from an amozous 
deſire, the whych wyth a fierce battailt 
 hadaflaulted my heart, by happe heard 
Two cc. © pyteous plaint, wherevuto (bycauſe 
J tudged it by eſtimation nere vnto me) 


__ errscom= 


playn them intentiucly J laid myne eare, and there: 

- 1e by knew that they were women: by oc- 
ckaſion whereok, J ſodvenly aroſe to ſd 

who and Where they were : and lokyng 

| fonch at my chamber wyndow, J heard: 

5 ouer againf} the lame in one other; 

| | cham? 
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The ij, queſtion. 


chamber, two yong women, the lame 
being ſiſters, ado2ned with an ineſtima⸗ 
ble beauty, there abidyng wythout any 
other copany, whome as Jſaw making 
this ſoꝛowfull plaint , I withdꝛewe my 
ſelfe into a ſecret place, wytheut bee- 
ing of them eſpied, and ſo behelde them 
along while,neyther was J able fo? all 
ſhaf co vnderſtand all che woꝛdes that 
they thzouch argf vttered in tears, but 
that the effect of ſuche plaint (accozdyng 
to that Jcoulde compychende)ſ@med to 
me to be foꝛ loue ; wherefoze If through 
pity and ſo ſweet an occaſion offred (be⸗ 
png thus cloſe as J was) began to ſhed 
my triklyng cears,and aſter that J had 
in their grefe perſeuered in the lame a 
god ſpace( foꝛſomuch as J was their ve 
ry familiar, æ alſo their kinſman) J pur⸗ 
poſed to vnderſtand moze certaine the 
occaſion of their ſoꝛrow, and ſo went to 
them, who had no ſconer eſpicd ie, but 
all baſhfull they withhelde them from 
teares, indeuozing themſelues to do we 
rexerence, To whome J aide: gentle⸗ 
women, trouble not your ſelues, neither 
let this mp commpng mooue pou to re- 

C.j. Uraine 
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The ij. queſtion, 
ſtrain pour inward gref,foz pour teares 


haue bin now a god ſpace aparant vn- 
to me. Jt ſhall be therefoꝛe nedleſle to 


hide poi, either pet thꝛough baſhfulnes 
to hide from me the cauſe of this pour 

plaint. Foz F am come hither to vnder⸗ 
—— the fame. And be pou aſſured, that 
ye ſhall not receue by me either in woꝛd 
oz ded any euill requitall, but rather 
helpe and comkoꝛt in what Amap. The 
women greatly excuſed themſelues, ſay 
eng that they ſoꝛrowed foꝛ nothing: but 
yet after J had coniured them, and they 
ſing me deſtrous to vnderſtäd z ſame, 
the elder thus began to ſap: it is the 
pleaſure of the gods, that to ther our ſe- 
crets be diſcouered, thou therekoꝛe ſhale 


vnderſtand that wer aboue all other wo⸗ 


men haue alwates reſiſted the ſharpe 
darts of Cupid, who cf a long ſeaſon in 
raſting the ſame, was neuer yet able fo 
faſten any one of them in our harts.But 
now laſtly being further inflamed, any 
hauing determined toouercoiethathts 
childiſh enterpziſe, tooke of newe wyth 


his pong arme, ok his beſt and deareſt 
ſhakts, and with ſo great fozce wounded 


the 


The ij, queſtion, 


the hearts ſo ſoze infebled thꝛough the 
ſundꝛy blowes befoze receiued , as the 
bearbs thereof pierced deepe, ſo as they 
made a farre greater wound than if reſi⸗ 
ſtance had not bin made (vnto the other 
foꝛmer) had like to haue bene. And thus 
foz the pleaſure ot two moſt noble pong 
gentlemen, we are become ſubteces co 
his deifie, following his pleaſure wyth 
mote perfec faith and feruent wil, than 
euer any other women haue done. Nom 
hath foztune, and the loue ok them (as J 
ſhall declare vnto ou) left vs both com⸗ 


was in loue, and thꝛougb mine endeuo}, 
bel#uing wiſely to ende my deſire , ſo 


koztleſſe. Firft J, befoze my ſiſter here, — 


the lolſe k 
her en oped : 


wought as J got the loued poung gen- louer. 


tleman at my pleaſure, whome J found 
as gretly enamozed of me, as IJ of him. 
But truclp now hath not the amoꝛous 
flame thzough ſuch effen ceaſed, neither 
hath the deſire leſſened , but eche one 
moze behemently increaſeth: and mote 
than euer J do nowe burne in hys fire. 
And what time, ſ&pnghowe J might 
beſt mitigate and aſſuage the kind⸗ 
led flame thereof, holding it inwardly 
C. 9. ſtcret, 
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ged him 


| The ſecdd 
zyndered 
dy gelou ie 


vꝛoeweth 


her hap. 


hath in deuoured her ſelfe to bzing them 


ſhe anlwered: This my ſiſter likewiſe 


The ij. queſtion, 
ſecret, it after hapned, that the hoznev 


mene was no ſoner come to hir pertect 
na e that he at vuwares com⸗ 


mitted aWul: foꝛ the which was adꝛud⸗ 
etuall exile from this city, 
whervponhe dzeading death, is depar⸗ 
ted hence wythout hope euer to returne. 
J tozowfull woman aboue all others, 
moꝛe now inflamed than cuer, am wych⸗ 
out him, lekt both doltll and delparat. 
By occaſion whereof J ſoʒrowe me, and 
that thyng that moſt increaſeth mp ſoꝛ⸗ 
row is, that on euerie ſide I le the waie 
hard kram being able to followe hym, 
Thiuke therefoze nowe,whether J haue 
cauſe to plaine me oʒ no. Then ſayde J 
and this other, why ſozroweth ſbe: And 


(as is enamozed of an other, and of 


him agapne leued aboue meaſure . And 


to the ende her dcſires ſhould not paſſe 
the amozous paths, wythout taſting 
ſome. part ok delight, manytymes ſhe. . 


toeffec, and contrary to her deuiſe,teas 


louſie hath always occupied and bzoken 


the wap, and bicauſe ſhe conlde neuer 


attapns 


The, iijj. queſtion, 

attaine there vnto, neither law how to be 
able ſo to do, ſhe thus diſtreſſed , is tho⸗ 
rough keruent loue conſumed. gs pe map 
well thinke if euer pe were i ue: Se⸗ 
ing we were then here all alone, we be⸗ 
gan to reſon ot our miſfoztunes,# know 
ing the ſame farre greater than thoſe of 
other women, we coulde not withholde 
from teares, but with weping ſozowey 
our luckleſſe lottes, as pe might well 
percepue. To heare this of them it gre- 
ued me greatly, ſo that J incountred 
them wyth ſuch woꝛdes, as ſ@med mer 
moſt pꝛofitable t̃oʒ their comfozt, and ſo 
departed from them. Pany times alter 
reuoluing in minde their greefes , and 
ſometimes bethinking m# whether of 
the ſame ſhould be the greater, at one 
tyme J agræd to that of the one, and at 
another time, J pelded that of the os 
ther: and the ſundzy reſons wherewyth 
as it ſæmeth me, ech one hath to lament 
her, will not ſuffer me to ſtay vpon any 
one, whervpon J remain here in doubt. 
May it therefoe pleaſe pou, that by vou 
map be opened this erroꝛ, in telling ma 
whether of thele two vnkoꝛtunat louers 

C.iij. {x7 


f Fa 1 
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4 


The ij. queſtion, | 
 C#med to ſuſtapne the greateſt grefe, 
. Gꝛeat was the ſozow of either of chem, 
eydeth the anſwered the quene : but conſideryng 
queſtion, aduerſity to be moſt greuous to hir that 

hath taſted pꝛoſperitie, we clkeme that 

the that hath loſt Her Tove felcth the 
greateſt grefe , and is of foztune greats 
rab:it'ng, lieſt offended , Fabzitius neuer bewert 
ampeꝝ. the chaces of foꝛtunt. But that Pompep 
did, is athing very manifeſt , If ſwerte 

Medeg things were not taſted, the koure ſhculd 
4-. he pet vnknowne , Medea neuer knewe 

(accozding to her own ſayeng)whatmas 

ner a thing pꝛoſperitie was, whileſt ſhe 


AJaſon. was in loue, but being fozlakenof Jaſon | 


bewafled her aduerſitie. Tho will euer 
lament foꝛ that he hath not had: not one 
but will rache r deſire; it is de med ther⸗ 
foe, that of the two women, the one 
Longats Wept foz grierte, the other fo? deſire:it is 
of contrary yerie hard foz me ( gracious lavie) to 
eo on ts thinde that which you affirme (ſayd the 


* S vong Gentleman) fozſomuch as who 


that hath his deſire of any deſired thing, 
ought much mote to content his minde, 
than who that deſireth and can not fulfil 
his deſire - Further, nothyng is nw 

: 


The, ij. queſtion. 


light to loſe, than what hope pꝛomtſeth 
not hereafter to pid. There ought to 
be vnmealurable grefe, whereas the 
not being able to bzing egall willes to 
effec doth hinder , From theuſe lamen- 
tations take place, from thẽſe thoughts 
and troubles do ſp2ing, bycauſe if the 
willes were net egall, ot fozce the delire 
Gould want , But when as louers ſee 
themſelues in pꝛeſence of that they de- 
lire, and cannot attaine therevnts, then 
do they kindle and ſozrowe them muche 
mote than if that they would haue, were 
farre from them, And who J pꝛay pou 


apples, ę the water, fa) that howe much 
moe nere they bend aud ſwell vnto hys 
mouch, ſo much the moꝛe(alterwards in 
flering the ſame) they increaſe his hun⸗ 
ger. Truly J bel ue, that who hopeth 
fo} a thing poſſible to be had, and cannot 
attaine thervnto, thꝛough contrary reſi⸗ 
ſting impediments, feleth moze grefe, 
than who that bewaileth a thing loft aud 


- Irrecuperable, Then ſayde the qu#ne , quœnes ſo⸗ 


pour aulwere would haue followed ve- tution of 
the ſecond 


qucſt;om. 


tp well, where pour demaund ſyou!>: 
| C.iiij. haue 


8 | 


toʒments Tantalus in hel: but only the Tantalus, 


. 


3 . 
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haue bin of an old grefe, although vntg 
that alſo might be ſaid : thus to be poſſi: 
ble thzough fozgetting the greefe , to 
ſhozten the dere in the deſired thinges, 
wheras continuall impediment is ſ@ne 
not to be able to attain them, as in thoſe 
loſt, wherein Hope dwth not ſhewe vs, 


that we ſhould eutt haut them againe. 


But we do reaſon whether of them ſoz⸗ 


rowed moſt, when pou law them ſoꝛo⸗ 


wing: wherfoze folowing the pꝛopoun⸗ 
ded caſe, we will giue iudgement, that 
the felt greater grefe that had loft her 
louer, wythout hope to haue him again, 
(putting the cale that it be an eaſte mate 
ter to loſe a thing impoſſible ts haue a» 
gaine, neuerthe leſle it was to be ſapde: 
who loucth well foꝛgetteth neuer) than 
to the other, who if wer looke well, might 
hope to fnifilthat hereafcer , that hare 


tofoze ſhe was vnable fo perfozme, Fo 


a great leiſener of greet is hope. It 
had fozce to kep chaſt and to 
diminiſh the ſoꝛows ok 
o {ingring life of 


Peneiope. 
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The tirde queſtion, 


propoſed by a yong gentiwoman, 


Wau N the right ſide of Longano 
JL ſatan excellent faire gentle* 
I Swoman,t very pleaſant,who 
{©} Fas he perceued that queſtion 
by the quene determined, thus beganne 
with a ſwert talke to ſa»: Poſt renow⸗ 
med quene , your eares grant hearyng 
to my wo2 des ; and firſt by thoſe gods 
whome you wozſhip, and next by the 
power of our paſtime , I pꝛay you that 
ye will gite to my demand pꝛolitable 
counſell. J, as pou know, being deſcen⸗ 
ded ok noble parents, was boꝛne in this 
city, and was named wyth a very gras 
cious name, although my ſurname ( ber⸗ 
ing Cara) pꝛeſenteth me grattull to the 
| heares, and as by mp face it may aps. 
peare, J haue receyued from the gods 
and nature a ſingular gift ok beautie, 
the whyche (in following mp pꝛoper 
name moze than mp ſurname) J haue 
adozned wyth an infinite pleaſancneſſe, 
ſhewing my ſelfe benigne to whom that 
is delighted to behold the ſame;by = 

[ol 
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fron whercof, many haue endcuotifed 

themſelues fs2 their pleaſure to occupy! 
my eles,agapnft al whom J haue with- | 
ſtode with ſtrong reſiſtance , holding a) 
ſtable heart ag aynſt they} aſſaultes: but 

bicauſe it ſ@meth to me vnlawtull that 4 

onely ſhoulde pꝛetermit the lawes kept 

and obſtrued ok al others, that is, not to 

loue being loued of many, J haue deter | 
mined to become enamozcd, and ſeiting 
apart many ſ&kers of ſuch loue,whereof 
ſome do excell Midas in riches, ſome o⸗ 
ther paſſe Abſolon in beauty, and other 
ſome in curteſie (accozding to the com- 
mon repoꝛt of all) are moze ſplendant | 
than any other. Jhaue ol all theſe cho- | 
ſen thi& : of whome eche one pleaſeth 


me alike. Ok the whych thꝛer the one of 


bodily fozce (as J beleeue) would excell 


The geut = the good Yecto?, he is at euery p2oofe ſo 


woma p2at 
eth to be re 
ſolued whe 
ther ought J think) his fame doth ſound thꝛogh ech 


the wile. 


vigozous and ſtrong , The curteſie aud 
liberalitie ofthe ſecond is ſuch, that (as 


pole. The third is all full of wiſdome, ſo 


heard)their qualities are diuere,F — 
whe⸗ 


* 
| 


l 
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whether of them to take, finding inthe 


antique age eche one of theſe to haue di⸗ 
uerfly the courages of women, aud of 
pelding men, as of Dianire, Hercules, 
ok our Clitemneſtra, Egiſtus, F of Lu- 
tretya, Sextus.Counſel me therfoꝛe, ta 
whether of the ſooneſt with leaſt blame, 
and greateſt ſurety I ought to giue my 


ſelfe. The pleaſant queene hauing heard The 


the the, that doth not woꝛthily merite 
the loue of a fair and gracious lady: but 
byc auſe in this caſe J am not to fight a- 
gainſt caſtels, oꝛ ta gyue away the king 
dons of great Alexander, oz the trea⸗ 
ſures of Ptolome, but that onely that 


| lone and houour are wpth diſcretion a 
long tyme to be kepte , the whyche are 


mainteined neither by koꝛce no? curteſie 
but onely by wildome: we lay, that bothe 
pou and euety other woman ought ra⸗ 
ther to giue her loue to a wyſe man than 
to any ot the reſt. Oh how oiners is my 
kudgement from pours, aunſwered the 


| pꝛopounding gentlewoman . Tome it 


lemeth,that ech one of the others were 
ſooner 


the purpoſe of this gentlewoman, thus quenes 
made anlwere. There is neuer a one of 33wers- 


The reply 
of the gen⸗ 
tlewoman. 


—— 


Biblis. 


K cauder, 


Paſphe. 


reieaing all knowledge, followed the ze 


to his pleaſure, where vnto nofozeſtght 


him ſelfe therein : and none will denyt th 


The iij, queſtion, 
ſoner tobe taken tyan the wiſe,and thl⸗ 
ſemeth to be the reaſon:Loue (as wif 


"I 


[#) is ofthat nature, as multiplying re 


force in one heart, euery other thyng hi 10 
baniſheth out thence, tetayning that fy 
bis ſeat,and mmuing it after accodyni nt 
is able t o reſiſt, but that it is conue . 
fo them to kollowe him, by whom it ot 
(as J haue ſapde) gouerned. And who'., 
doubfech that Biblis knewe it not to bu m 
eutll to loue her bzother ! Tho will 
gaineſap, that it was not manifeſt uu . 
Leander, that he myght dzowne in he , 


leſpont in his foztunattyme , if he cal p 
. 


tbat Paſiphe knew not amantobemoze of 
faire than a bull 2 and yet they and echt 
one ouercome with an amoꝛzous pleſure, en 


ſame. Then ik it haue power to take 

knowledge from the learned, taking 47 ce 
way the witte from the wiſe, they ſhall 5. 
baue nothing lett: but if from the lürong ie 


„ 


2 


and curteous, it ſhall take away the wt 
tle witte they haue, it ſhall pet increaſe | 


them in their vercues , and ſo they ſhall! 
becomt 


The jiij. queſtion, . 

become moze than the wile enamoured. 

Further, loue hath this pꝛopertp:it is a 
thing that can not long be hidde: and in 
* euelung hym ſelfe, he is wont olttymes 
to bing græuous perils, whereto what 
q xemedy hall the wiſe giue chat hath 
A nowe loft his wit : Ha ſhall giue none 
at al, but the ſtrong that vſeth hys force 
can helpe in a perill both him ſelfe, and 
others. The curteous thꝛough his cur⸗ 
ie, (hall with gratefull beneuolence 
1 the mindes of many, whereby her 

4 map be both holpen and conſidered, and 

0 gthers alſo fo his ſake , Se nom what 
” it is to be of pour iudgement. She was 
the quene aunſwered-vnts thus : if 
ere were luche a one as pou ſpeake 


But if he whom pou p2opound wiſe, and 


of, who ould then be wiſe 2 Not one. W=ns laſ 
ſentence ta 


the third 


7 enamo2 ed of pau. ſbould be made a fle queſtion. | 


; he is not to be taken. The gods fo;bid, 
"that that whereof you ſpeake, ſhoulde 
rome to paſſe. And pet we will not deny, 
mw that the wiſe know the euill, and do 

it: but fo; all that we will lap, that they 
| thereby loſe not their wit, fozaſmuch 
10 what time it pleaſeth thew wyth rhe 
| reaſon 


: ofthe wiſe cannot fayle . That of 


The i1j, queſtion: 


reaſon they haue to bꝛidle their willes, 
they will reduce themſelues to their ac: | 


cuſtemed wit, guiding their motions in 

a du and ſtraight oꝛder And in this ne 
ner their loue ſhall be altogether , oz at 
the leaſt, a long time kept ſecret, & that 
wythout any doutful diligence,y which 
ſhall not happen to one of little wit, 10 


he neuer ſo ſtrong oz curtecus, And 
if perhaps it do hap that ſuche loue be 
| 


diſcouered, a wiſe man wyll wich a 
dꝛed fozeſights ſhut vp the eyes and vn⸗ 
derſtandyng ok the tatlers thereof, am 
hal pꝛouide a ſafetie bothe fo2 his own ! 
honour, and fo; the honour of his louen ! 
lady. And if node ol ſaletie be, the help 
ſtrong commeth leſſe. And the freendes, f 
that are gotten by liberalitie , are accus © 
ſtomed in aduerſity to ſþ2ynke away. 
That is ſhe of fo lytle diſcrecib,that is: * 
bꝛotight to ſuch a iumpe, as hath nerd f 
of manifeſt helpe ? oz that if her loue bt! * 
diſcloſed ſ#keth fame in hauing louen , 
a ſtrong 92 liberall man: J beleeue there! l 
is none ſuch . Let the wiſe then be ſo * 


neſt loued, hopyng that her muſt be in} * 
ech 


| 


| 
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x eche cauſe moze p2ofitable than any of 
C the relt. 


: C The fourth queſtion, 


propoled by Mcnedon. 


, 


De geutlewoman by hir 
5 ; 8 7 


countenance ſ@med con- 

Tv tent when Menedon ſits 
M. ting next vntoher ſaide: 

NN Moſt high and noble Q. 
nove is it come vnto my 
turn to pꝛopound my queſtion here in 
vour pꝛeſence. Uherefoze by pour li⸗ 
cence, ik in my kalke J (hall wade ve⸗ 
rxplong, pet durpng te ſame J ſhall Fy:lt Me⸗ 
firſt ok all ot pou, and nexte of the ſtan: nedon tel- 
ders about, pꝛap pardon : Bycauſe yg leth a tale, 

: cannot be made fully co vnderſtande that 
4 whpchJ intend to p2opound , vnleſſe a 
kale, that peraduenture ſhall not be 
4 hozt do pꝛoccde the ſame : and after 
+ theſe woꝛdes thus ſhe began to ſay : In 
the countrey where J was bone, J re- 
member there was a noble knight, ſur- 
mounting rich, the which loued in moſt 
lopalſ 


Taroifo a 
- knyght 
was ena⸗ 
mo:ed of a 
lady. 
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loiall loue, a noble gentlewoman, bone 
likewtſe there, whome he toke to wife. 


Ok whome being as ſhe was exceeding! 

fairzan other knight called Tarolfo wag 
alter enamozed, and with ſo great god 
wil loued hir, as he ſaw nothing he mon 


| 


deſired than her: and in ſundzie ſoztes, 


now with paſſing befoꝛe hir houſe, nome 
iuſtyng, now at the barriers, now wyth 
the often lending her meſſengers,perad 
uenture pꝛomiling her great gifts, wher 


[ 


by ſhe might know his intent, and nowe 
with other like feats he indeuoured him 


ſelfe to purchaſe her loue. Al which chin⸗ 
ges the lady cloſely ſuppoꝛted, —— 
gpuing ligne 02 good aunſwere vnts the! 
knight,ſaping to her ſelfe:when as thts! 


knight Hall eſpie, that he can haue nei⸗ 
ther anſwere, ne pet god countenaunct 
of me,perhaps he wil fozbeare auy fur: 


ther,either toloneme, oz to giue ms 
theſe allurements. Now fo} all this, 
Tarolfoſarceaſed not, folowing the p1e- 
cepts of Duid, who ſaith, that a man 


mut not thozough the hardneſſe of «| 


woman leaue to perleuer, bicauſe with 
tontinuance the ſoft water pierceth the, 


"9 


| 


I Ae oe as at me at a0 a0 as 4.6 av as md ot aw a9 
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The iiij. queſtion, 

harde ſfone , The lady doubting leaſt 
+ theſe thyngs ſhould come to the cares ok 
ber hul band, and that he ſhuld cenceiue 
that the ſame hapned thꝛough her god 
will, purpoſed to let him vnderſtand 

the ſame . But yet after being perlwa⸗ 
ded though better aduilement, ſhe ſaid, 
I might{if I tel bim) moue ſuch a bzoile 
betwixt them, as J ſhoulde neuer after 
lue a mery life, and there toe her would 


be ſhaken oll by ſome other means: and 
ſio ſheł imagined a trim guile . She ſent 
| foTarolfo, ſayeng, that if he loued hir 
ſo well as he made ſhew of, && woulde 
require one thing at his handes, the 
whych if ſher receyued, ſhe [ware by her 
gods, and by 040 loialty that ought 
to be in a gentlewoman, that ſhe woulde 
accompliſh al hys desire. And if he wold 
not giue her that ſhe required, he ſhould 
then content hymſelfe , no further to al⸗ 
lure her hereakter, but in what he woln 
be wyllyng ſhe ſhould reuele to her hul⸗ 
band. The gift ſhe required was thys: 
She laid ſhe would haue in chat coun⸗ 
trie in the moneth of Januarie, a ver te 
faire garden & large , repleniſhed wyth 
"DAP herbs 


Tatolfo to 
pertoꝛme 
hes pꝛomts 


countreys. 
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The iii j. queſtion, 
herbs, floures, and bloſſomed tres, ann 
fruits, as if it were in the moneth of 
PMaie, ſayeng to herſelt: This is an im⸗ | 
. poſſible thing, ſo that in this ſoꝛt F ſhall | 
rid him from me. Tarolto hearing thys 
demand, and although it ſemed vnto 
hym impoſſible to he voone , and that hee 
knew very well to what ende (he requi⸗ 
red the lame, anlwered, that he woulde 
neuer reſt, neither pet returne into her 
pꝛeſence, vntill ſuch tyme he might giue 
her the demanded gift: and ſo fo2thwith 
departed his countrie wyth ſuche a cone 
uenient company as pleſed hym to take 
with hym. Me fought all the weſt partes 
foʒ counſel how to attayne his deſire, but 
not finding there p he looked fo2, ſought | 
the moſt hot reg ions, and ſo came info 
Theſſalp, as he had bin ſent by a diſcreet 
man fo? that purpoſe. And hauing made 
Hts abode there many days, not pet find- 
ing that hee ſought fo: it hapned that 
being nowe almoſt deſperat of hys de- 
ſire, and riſing one moznyng befoze the 
ſunne p2epared to enter the dawnyng 


dap, he all alone beganne to wander the 
miſerable plapnes that were nowe all 
imbzu⸗ 


% LS — 
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imbꝛued wyth Romaine bled : and ha ⸗ 


uing trauelled a long whyle vppen the 
ſame,he ſodenly eſpyed befoze him, at 5 


fœte of a mountaine, a mã not pong, noꝛ — 


ry ſparc of perſon, whoſe attire ſhewed taued The | 1 
hym to be but paye,who romed hither & van. 


thither gathering herbs, and with a lit- 
tle knife digged vp ſundzy rotes, where 
of hee had filled one of the ſkirts. of bys 
cote:whom as T aro!fo ſaw, he maruel⸗ 


it had bin ſome other thing, but after 5 
hys ame did certainely allure hym to be 
à man, he dꝛew ner evnto hym, ſaluted 


him, and after aſked him who he was, o 
whenſe, #4 what he made there at ſo time 


ly an houre. To whom the old man aun⸗ 


ſwered, J am ok Thebes and 7 beban 
is my name, e J go vp and downe thys 


plapne, gathering of theſe herbs, to the 
end that wyth the mice thereof, J make 


diners neceſſarie g p2ofitable things fo 


diuers iuſirmities, wherby J may haue 
wherwithal to liue:and ti come at thys 


houre, it is nee # not delight that ton? 


Nrainech me. But who are you, that in 
D. i. count 


led not alitle, and doubted greatly le aſt 


—— —— — 
Emre 
a4 es. 
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tountenaunce re! [{emblech noble, any 
walke hir al alone {olitaric, To whome 
Tarolfoanlwered: am of the extrems 
of the wet, very rich, and vanquiſhed 
ok conceits, pzicked fozwardes to an 
enterpzile, not being able hihercs to at⸗ 


©... rh&tisthe lame, and chertoze to be the 


better able without impediment. to ſoz- 

row my bap, Igo thus all alone wan⸗ 
ding. To tal Theban ſayde: Do 
vou not know the qualitie. of the place, 
and what it is:Uherefozc haue wy ra- 
ther taken peur way on the one ſive $ 
Dau might eafily here be rebuked with 
furious ſpirites » Taroifo anſwered : 
God can du here, as elſewhere, it is 
eher that hath my lyke and honour in his 
hands: let þym doo wyth me accozding 
to hys vicaſure : : fo: aſſuredip death 
ſhould be come a rich treaſure . Then 
ſaid Theban, what is that pour enter* 
pile, fo2 the whych (not bæyng able to 
perfo2me it) pou abide thus ſozrowfulls 


To whome Tarolfo anſwered : It is 
ſuch as ſ&mes vnio me impoſſible to be 
able cuer to attapne , ſich hitherto Y 
baue hert 80 19 counſeil, Then ſapd 

T heban 


The, iiij. queſtion, 
Theban,Dare ye vtter it? Tarolfo an- 
ſwered, yea, but what p2ofiteth it Per⸗ 
aduenture nothyng, ſayd Theban, but | 
what doch it hurt: Then ſapd Tarolfo, @ arcifo 


T ſ&ke conaſcil howe may be had inthe 
coldeſt moneth,a garden full of floures, 
kruits, and hearbes, as fapze as ik it 


were in the moneth of Mate , nepther lady otra 
gar den full 


of kloures. 
up $5.2 | inthe mo⸗ 
that it is poſſible to be hadde. Theban ncthof Jas 
ſtayed a whyle in a muſe wythout aun / nuary, 


ther don J finde who can therein eyther 
helpe me, oz giue me incouragement 


ſwere, and after ſayd : Nou and many 
others do iudge the ſkill and vertue of 
men accoꝛding to their garments: if mp 
gods were ſuch as are yours, pou wold 
not haue lingered ſo long in dilcouering 
pour lacke: 0346 pcraduenture you had 
found me nere vnto ſome rich pꝛince, 
as pou haue in gather yng ok Hearbes, 
But many tymes, vnder the vileſt vel⸗ 
ture are bidden the greateſt treaſures 
of ſcience: and therefoze no one contea⸗ 
leth his lacke, to whome is pꝛoffered 
counſell oz helpe: and if therefo2e he o⸗ 
pen che ſame it cannot pxentvite hym at 
al. But hat wold ye giue him ß ſhould 

183," D. iij. bing 


recyteth to 
Theba hrs 
pꝛomple | 
made to his 
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he iiiſ. queſtion, 
bꝛing to effect that whych you go about 


thus ſerkyng fo? Tarolfo beheld hym in 
the kace, as he vttered theſe wozdes, and 
doubted leaſt h# went about to deride 
hym,foz that it ſemed to him incredible 
that he ſhouloe be able to bʒing the ſame 
to paſſe vnlefle he were a God: notwith | 
ſtanding he aniwered hym thus, J haue 
vnder my rule in my countrey many ca- 
ſtels, and therwythal great treſures, all 
the whych J woulve participate in the 
middeſt wyth hym that would ds me ſo 
—_—_ great a pleaſure , Truly ſapdT heban, | 
Fark - if ye would do ſo much fo2 me, J ſhould | 
make hym no mae ned to go thus about, in ga⸗ f 
the garden. thering ok berbs. Alſuredly ſaidT arolto | 
if thou be able to giue true effec to that 
thou pꝛomiſcſt. and giurſt me it inderde, 
thou ſhalt neuer næde to carke no} yet 
to tronble thy (elfe to become rich: but 
howe and when canſt thou bzyng me 
this to paſſe: Chen ſaid Thebã the time 
whea-ſhall: he at pour chaiſe, bat foz the 
maner how; trouble not pour ſelfe. Any 
I will go wyth vou, truſting vnto the 5 
woz ds and pꝛomiſes pe haue made me, | 
and when we ſhall be chere, wheretc | 
plealcth 


— 
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The, itij, queſtion, 
pleaſeth pou to be, command what you 
would haue done, and J ſhall wythout 
faile perfozme the ſame, Df thys foztu- 
nat happe T arolfo was [s well conten- 
ted in hymlelfe, as little moze gladneſſe 
could he haue receiued, ifhxhadve then 
helde his lady imbꝛaced in hys armes, 
and ſapde: Frend, vnto mee it lemeth 
long vntpll thou haue perkourmed that 
thou haſt pꝛomiſed, whereloze let vs 
depart wythout further tariance, and go 
thither where this is to be done The- 
ban caſt away bys herbs, and tœke his 
bokes and other thyngs neceilarie vnto 
hys ſcience, and wpth Tarolfo toke bys 
tourney, and in ſhozt tyme they borhe 
came vnto the deſired citie, verie nare 
bnto the moneth in the whych the Oar⸗ 
de had bin required to be made Mhere⸗ 
as all ſecret and cloſe they did repoſe 
them ſelues vntill the wiſhed time. And 
now the moneth being eatred Tarolfo 
commanded the Garden to be made, to 
the ende ha might giue the ſame to his 
loued lady. So ſcoone as Theban had 
receiued this tommandement, he taried 
the night inſuing, the whych being once 

D. ttt, came 
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The 3iij. queſtion, 
tome, he ſawe the hoꝛnes of the mon 
gathered into a perfec roundneſle, and 
to ſhine vpon the frequented earth, The | 
he went hym all alone footh of the citp, 
leauyng hys apparell apart, bare leg; 
ged, and his diſheueled lokes hangyng 
vpon hys naked ſhoulders. The rell{eſſe 
egræs of y night did paſſe:birds, wild 
beaſt3,and men, wythout any noiſe dyd 
take their reſt, the vnallen leaues with 
owe mauing dyd häg vpon the tres, and 
the moiſt aire abode in milde peace: 

' onelp the ſtarres dis Hine, when as he 
oftentpmes went about the groundes, 
and came vnto a place on a rivers ſide, 
whych it pleaſed hym to chooſe fo hys 
garden. There he ſtretched fo2th bys | 

. arme thꝛæ txmes towardes the ſtarres, 

1 and turnyng hym elke vnto them he as 

thi! often bathed his white lokey4n the run⸗ 
I ning ſtreame, crauyng às many times 
vipth a moſt hygh voyte their helpe, and 
after ſetting his knes to the hard earth 

The inua⸗ began thus ta ſap: O myght, mot faith⸗ 
tion magi⸗ full ſecreſer of hiab things, and pou, oh 

„ of The pe ſtares, the whych togither wyth the | 

ban. moue, do ſuccekd the ſplendant 2 
11 | | thou 


The iiij., queſtion, 


thou oh ſingular Hecates, become a hel 
per to this my begun enterpꝛiſe, & thou 
oh holy Ceres, Þ renuer of p ample face 
of the earth. And pon whatſocuer verſes 
either arts,02 herbs, and thou whacloc» . 
uer erth bzinging fo2th verceous plants 
and thou oh aire, windes , mountaincs, 
riuers and lakes, and eche God of the 
woods, and of the ſecret nyght. by whoſe 
helpe J haue heretofoze made the run⸗ 
ning fircames to recule, infoꝛcing them 
to returne to their ſpꝛings, and thynges 
running to become firm, # things firme 
to become running, and that haſt alſo gi 
uen power to my verſes to dꝛie vp the 
ſcas, that J at my pleſure might ſcarch 
the botome therof, and to make the clou⸗ 
die tymes cleare, and (at my will)te fill 
the cleare heuens wyth obſcure clouds, 
to make the winds to ceaſſe, and to turn 
as it ſeemed me beſt: bꝛeaking therwith 
the hard iawes ofthe fearekul dzagons, 
making alſo ß ſtanding woods to moue, 
and the hault mountaines to tremble, & 
to returne to their bodies ont of 5 lake 
Styx thoſe their ſhadows, and aline to 
:9metopth of their ſepultures:and ſom- 
| 2 tymes 


y 2 


was — of the wighteſt bird there appeered be 
in the aire 


in a chariot 
led by two 


The ĩiij. queſtion, 
timestþ& O meone to dꝛaw to thy per: 
keg roundneſſe;the attaining whervnn 
a ring of balons was weont to. be an 
belpe, making alſo the clare face of the! 
ſunne many tymes to become pale, be 
yer all preſent, atd me wyth pour help. 
IJ haue at this inſtant nede of the ſappe 
and iuice of herbs; thzough the which 
J map make in part, the dꝛy earth fall 
ned though Autumne, and after tho 
rough the wythering colde winter, ſpoi⸗ 
led of bys floures, fruits, and hearbes, 
to become flouring,and to ſpꝛing before | 
the due terme. And hauing thus ſapde, | 
he ſaid after many other thyngs ſoftlie, 
whyche he added vnto his pꝛaiers. And 
theſe being ended, and he a wl ile ſilent, 
the ſtarres gaue not their lyght in 
vayne. Foz moze ſwiklex than the flyght | 


a. 


4. ®vt2.. © 


foze hym a chariot dꝛawen by two dꝛa | 
cons, wherevponhe mounted, and ta⸗ 
king the reines of the bzidles ofthe two 
bꝛideled dzagons in hys hand, was ca⸗ 
ried into the aire. Pe then leuing Spain 
Fall Africa, twke hys tourney by other 


regions and firſt ſought fo the Jle of | 
Crete, 


— — — 
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The iiij. queſtion, 


* Crate, # from thence after with a ſboꝛt 


u courſehe ſoght Pelion, Othzps, æ Offa, 


he! 
be 
1. 
pe 
by. 
. 
* 
ls” 
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1 
| 


* p mount Nertum, Pachinus, Pelozust 


Appennine.Wpon them al plucking vp, 
x wich a ſharp ſikle cuttiag downe ſuch 

rotes herbs as beſt liked him, neither 

foꝛgat he thoſe whiche he hao befoze ga* 

thered when as he was found by Larol⸗ 

fo in Theſſalia.He wwke ſtones allo vp 
the mount Caſacus, and ofthe ſands of 
Ganges: tout of Lyviahe bzoght lungs 
of venomous ſerpencs, He ſearched the 
watry baks of Nodauus, ol Sena at Pa 
ris,of 5 great Po, ot Arnus,of p impe⸗ 
riall Tpber,of Niſcus,of Tana, f Da- 
nubyꝛon thoſe eke gathering ſuch herbs 
as ſemed to him moſt neceſſary fo2 hys 
purpoſe putting theſe togither with the 


bthers, gathered on the tops of p ſauage 


mountains. He alſs ſoght the Jlands of 
Leſvos g Pathmos, + euery other,wher 
in he perceiued any p2ofitable thing to 
be had foz his attempt. lith al y which 
things he came ( » third day being not 
pet paſt) co that place from wheuce he 
departed, and the dagons that onelye 


had felt the odour of the gathered herbs 
vid 


— — _— 


The iiij. queſtion, 


2 SOA eee the 
dim cad ockcheir old hidesof many yers ea 


The cere⸗ 
manyes ve 
ſed tu ma⸗ 
kyna the 
garden. 
Ceres. 


vpon his old ſhoulders, he began wyth a 


put thereto the hearbs and roots, gathe⸗ 


ther wych che fleſh of inkamous wi 


and were wich new renued and becomyg, 
vong. There he diſmounted frd his chay,,. 
riot, and of the green earth he made two i 
altars,onhis ryght hand that of Hecw! 
tes, and on the left that of the runnyng 


murmuring noiſe to go about the ſame, 
and wyth reached blood oftentymes he f 
beſpꝛẽt the blaſing bꝛands After he pla⸗ 
ced the ſame blood vpon the altars,fom: | 
times ſoktning therewythal the ground t. 
apointed fo hys garden: aud after that, 
he ſofcned again 5 ſelf ſame thꝛer times, 
wyth fire, water, and ſulpher, ſetting 
after a great veſſel ful of blood, milke, 
and water, vpon the burning bꝛandes, 
whych he cauſed to baile a god ſpace,# a 
red in ſtrange plates, mingling there⸗ 
wyth alſo dpuers ſ@ds and floures of vn 
knowne herbs: he added thereto ſtones, '; 
ſought inthe extreme partes of the caſt, 


and dew gathered the nyghts paſt;togts 
eches, | 
the 
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— 


the tones of a woolfe , the hinoer part 

ka fat Cinyphis, and the ſkin of a Chi- 

linder. And laltly,a liver, wich the whole 
ue of an excæding old hart: and here⸗ 
A pwithall a thouſand other thinges bothe 
uythout name, and ſo ſtraunge as my 
t emozie cannot agapne tel them, After 
le te a dꝛy bouch of an Dliue tree, x 
N erwyth begã to ming le al theſe things 

"Pogither. In doing whereof, vzp bongh 

began to wax green, and within a while 
J alter to beare leaues, and not lõg after 
* the new aparelling therof, it was laden 
upth blacke oliues. As Theban ſawe 
1 ithys, he tooke the boiling liquozs, and 
» began therwithal to ſpꝛinkle and water 
in enery place the choſcn ſoile, wherein 
pe had ſet ſlippes of ſo many woods, as 
ö * would haue tres, & of as many ots 
as could be found. The whych litour 
ce earth had no ſconer taſted, but that it 
began to ſpꝛing, yelding floures + nem 
hearbs, and the dꝛie ſets beganne to be- 

] come all greene and frutcfill plants. All 
this being don Theban entrina the ci⸗ 
tie, returned to Tarolfo, whom he found 
al in amuſe, fearing to de ſcoꝛned tho⸗ 


1 word 
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The. iiij, queſtion, | 
row hys long abode, to whome he ſapdy, 
Tarolfo,p thing thou rt quiredſt is dan 


ſ 

a 

to thy liking, Theſe ncws pleafed Ta} o 

Carolto of rolfo not alitie,&hapupng the dap folo) y 
[ 

[ 

| 

| 

| 


—1＋ hes wing to be a great ſolemnitie in the ci 
= he went incoithe pꝛeſence of his lone 
whyc! hx ladp, ; had not now ſ&nc hym of a long 
dewanded. time paſt:and thus be ſapd to hir: 1 
dam, after a long and tedious tranaile, 
J haue perfozmed that whych pou baut 
commanded, and when as it ſhal pleaſt 
you to ſeł it, oꝛ to take it, it is ready 
pour pleaſure. She in ſeeing him, mar 
uelled much, # the mo2e, hearing what 
he ſayd, and not bel&uing the ſame to bt 
true, made him this anſwere: It pleaſeth 
me right wel, ve ſhall let me ſe it to mo⸗ 
- rowe. The ſecond day was come, c Ja- 
rolfo went againe to his lady and ſayd: 
Madam map it pleaſe pou to walke to! 
tha Garden the whych pou required u 
haue thys cold moneth?She then beyug 
1 accompanyed wyth many others, was 
the garden. moued tb ſe the ſame. And they al be ing 
come to the Garden, entred therein by a 
faire poꝛtal, wheras they felt not Þ like 
cold as abzode , but the ſamr to 84 a 
tt 


. 
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; J would pꝛay pon of this fauour, that it maund of 
 boldpleaſe pon to tary the tyme oꝛ euer 


The 111)» queſtion. 


ſockte temperat aire . The lady went 
about the ſame, æ into euer y copner ther» 
of, gathering both hearbs and fiotires, 
whereof ſhe ſawe it very plentifull. And 


| thus much moze alfo had the vertue of 
the ſperſed licours wzought, p the fruts 


which Auguſt was accuſtomed to bzing 
ſoꝛth, tbe tres there in this ſauage time 


did perld them very faire, wherok ſundꝛy 


did eate, that accompanyed the lady thi⸗ 
ther. This Garden lemed to the lady 


+ exceeding faire and admirable, neither 
did ſhe thinke to haue ever {en the like: 


and ſith ſhe ſundꝛy wapes knewe it to 
be a true garden, and the knight to haue 
perfourmed her requeſt: the turned to⸗ 
wards him and ſayde: Wlythont doubt The lade 
ſir knight, pe haue deſerued my lone, c — 


l the amo⸗ 
J am ready to ſtand to my pꝛomiſt. But raus de⸗ 


CTarolfo. 


pe require me to pour deſire, that mp 
knight be gone a hunting, 92 into ſome 
other place out of the citie, to the ende 
ye may the mote ſafely, and wpthout a⸗ 
ny ſuſpicion take your delight. This c<- 
tented Tarolfo who left her the garden, 


any 


— 
— > g 
* — 4 
—— — 
—— wa 


| p 4 
233 
— 


n oo” 


— 
tt — 
— —_— 


The. il, queſtion, 
and fo departed, This garden was ma⸗ 
nifeſt tothe whole countrie, althoughe 
neuer a one knewe of a long tyme, how 
it came to paſle. And the ladie that Hay 
now receyued it, all ſozrowfull departen 
from the ſame, returning to her chãber 
full of noyſome care and greefe, bethin⸗ 
king her in what ſozt ſhe might returne 
backe acco2ving to her pꝛomiſe: and as 
not finding any lawful excuſe,ſo much 
moge increſed her care. The which thing 
hir huſband eſpying began many times 
and often to marnel thereat, and to aſke 
the cauſe of that her grele, to whome ſhe 
anſweres, that ſhe ailed nothing, being 
baſhfull to diſcouer to him hir giuen pꝛo 
mile foz her craued gift, doubting leaſt | 
in ſo doing, he ſhuld account hir fo: leud 
Laſtly,ſhe being vnable to withſtad the | 
tontinuall inſtigations of her huſband, | 
that nowe ſtill impoꝛtunately deſired to 
knowe the cauſe of annop, diſcourſe | 
the ſame vnto him, from the beginning | 
to the end, and that therefozeſh& above | 
thus penſiue. The huſband hering this, | 
ok long time ſuſpected no leſſe, and ther⸗ 


by knowing in his conceit the purite 
| | 0 


The iiij. queſtion, 
ofthe lady thus ſapde vnto her: Go and 
couertly kepe thine othe , and liberally 
perfozm to Taroito,what thou halt pꝛo⸗ 
miſed. Fo? bæ hath with his great toile 
of right deſerued the ſame, And haupng 
thus (aide the lady began ts wepe, and 
to ſay vnto hym: the gods ſeuer me far 
from ſuch a fault: in no wiſe will J fo 
do, J will rather rid my {elf of like, than 
do any thing diſpleaſant to pou, 02 dif- 
honoz to pdur perſõ. To whom Þ knight 
replied ſayeng:Uite, foz this matter J 
will that ye do no iniurie to pour ſelfe, 
neither pet conceiue any gref therkoze, 
fo2 in no wiſe ſhall it diſpleaſe me, go 
therefoze & perfozme what ye haue pꝛo⸗ 
miſed : fo2 ye ſhall be ni uer a whit the 
lefle deare to me: but as pe haue perfoꝛ⸗ 
med this pour pꝛomiſe, ſo take pe better 
be hd ereafter of ſuch like, although a 
demanded gift may ſ@me vnto pou im- 
poſſible to be had. As the lady perceued 
the will of hir huſbãd, ſhe decked & trim-* 
med hir and made hitſelf very faire, tk 


company with her, and ſo went to Ta- 


rolfos lodging, & bepainted wpth baſh- 
fulneſle , pꝛeſented her ſelfe vnto hym, 
= E.]. Ta- 
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The iii). queſtion, 
Tarolfo, as ſone as he ſaw her, al mar- 


velling role from Theban and encoun⸗ 
tred her wyth great gladneſſe, and vers 


honszably recepued her, demaundyng 


the cauſe of her comming . To whome 


ſh& auſwered, J am come to be wholp 
at p2ur will, do wyth me as it plea⸗ 
ſeth you. Then ſaid T arolfo, ye make 
me to muſe aboue meaſure,conſivering 
the tyme and the company wherewyth 
pe are come: thys can not be wythout 
tome great alteration betwæne por any 
your huſbande,tell mc therefo2e I p2ap 
vou how the matter aoeth , The lady 
then ſbewed T arolfo fully tn oꝛder the 
whole matter ę how it went: the which 
Tarolfo hearing, he began then to enter 
into à farre greater admiration than he 


had euer don bekaze, and greatly to be⸗ 


thinke him hereok, and ſo in the ende fo 
conteiue the great liberalitie of the huſ# 


band, that had ſent hys wyfe rnco 


hym: wherevppon he ſapd fo hymleſke: 
hatſoeuer be be that ſhoulde ſo much 


as but thinke villany towardes ſuch a 

knight, were ſurely worthy of great 

blame: and lo taking and talking py 
t 


—— 
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The iiij. queſtion, 
the lady, he thus ſayd vnto her: Madam, 
like a wozthp lady, pe haue perfozmed 
that to me due is: Foz the which cauſe 
J account that recepued of pour hands 
that Jhaueof vou deſired, and therc⸗ 
foe when it ſhall pleaſe you , you map 
returne vnto pour huſtanÞ, and thanke 
hym Jpꝛap pou on mpbehalte, foz thps 
hys ſo great a pleaſure done vntome, 
and excuſe me of the follie J haue here⸗ 
tofoze committed ton ardes hym, aſſu⸗ 
ring hym, that hæreakter J Call neuer 
put the like in p2aciſe , The lady gp⸗ 
uing great thaks to Tarolfo fo that his 
ſo great curteſie, merily departed thece 
e returned to her huſband, to whom ſhe 
retited in oꝛder all that had bin hapned. 
But Theban now comming to Tarolfo 
demanded how the caſe ſtode. Tarolfo 
declared vnto! ym the whole viſcourſe, 
To whom Theb an tht ſayd:and J, ſhal 
I then loſe v whych thou haſt pꝛomyſed 
me? Tarolfo anſwered : no, but when it 


pleſeth thee, take thou halfe of al the ca» 
ſtels and treſures J haue in ſoꝛt hereto⸗ 
foze pꝛompſed thee, Fo2 J acknowledge, 
that thou haſt kullp ſerued my turne. 

| E. ij. To 
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The ii1j. queſtion, 


"25 hd Towhome Theban anſwered : it max 


Ll = 
IT aroifo, was ſa liberall to che of his wife, and 


neuer pleaſe the gods, ſith the knight | 


thou againe waſt not a villainecohym 


in that his offer, that Jbecomeleſſe thi. * 
 Curteous , Foz aboue all thyngs in the 


woꝛld it contenteth me, in that J haue 
ſerued thy turne: and cherefoze J will, 


that all that J ought to receiue in guers 


don of my trauaile remaine all thine, in 
ſuch ſozt as it hath euer bin heretskoze: 
neither would he take of that was La- 


rolfos any thing at all, it is now deuted, 
in whether of theſe was the greateſt li⸗ 


beralitie, either in the knight that had 
giuen libertte to hie wife to go to Ja- 
rolfo, either in Tarolfo, who ſent the la 
die whom he had alwats deſired,and fo 
whoſe ſake he had don ſo much, to come 
fo that iumpe, wherevnto he was come, 
when as ſhe came vntohim)backe vnto 
per huſbaud fre : o2 in Theban, who 
hauing abandoned his countrie, bepng 
now old, fo to gayne the pꝛomiſed re- 
wards, and beyng come thyther , toi⸗ 
ley hym ſelfe to bzing that to an ende, 


whychhe had pꝛomiſed, whereby hel 
iuſtly 
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The. iii}, queſtion, 


tuully deſerued the ſame, did now remit 


the whole to Tarolfo, & remapned pee 
as he was at the firſt . Tery excellent 
is both the tale and the demaund, ſapde The iudge 
the qucne . Df trueth eche one was —— 
very liber all, conſidering the Crit of aboard 
hys honour , the ſecond of his laſciui⸗ queſtion. 
ous deſire, and the third that of hys re⸗ 
warded riches was very courteous, 
Now if we will knowe whych of them 
bled the greateſt liberalitie oz curteſie : 
it is met we conſider whether ok 5 th: 
derdes is molt acceptable, the whyche 
being well weighed, we ſhall manifeſt» - 
Iy know the moſt liberall , bycauſe who 
molt gyueth, is to be helde moſt libe⸗ 
rall: ofthe which thz#,the one is dere, 


that is Honour, the whych Paulus Ae- 


milius, vãquiſhing Perſes king of Ma 
cedonta,rather defired than the gained 
treſures. The ſecdd is to be fled, that is, 
the wanton delights of Uenus, accozd⸗ 
ing to the ſentence of Sophocles, and of 
Xenocrares, ſapeng, that luſt is ts be 
fled as a furious goternement . The 
third is not te be deſired, that is, riches: 
fozfomuch as the moſt tymes they are 

E. iij. nop⸗ 
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The iiij. queſtion, 
ropſome to a vertuous life, and to ſuch 
a one as can vertusully lyue wpth mo: | 
derate potiertie, as lyued Marcus Cur. | 
tius, Attilius Regulus, x Valerius Pub 
licola, as by thepʒ wozkes is manifeſt, 
If then of thele thz@, encly Honour is 


and yet ver to be held dere, and the others not, ha 


tuous. 


vſed the greateſt liberalitie that gave | 
hys wyke to another, although her dyn 
leſſe than wiſcly therein. He was alſo 
the cherfeſt in liberalitie, wherein the o- | 
thers fol-wed him: therekoze accozving | 
to our iudgement he that gaue his wilt 


ve haue thus ſaid, it be as pou ſay: but 
pet ech one of the other ſameth to me to 
be moe liber all, and pe ſhal heare howe. 
It is very true, that the firſt graunten 
his wife, but he vled therein not ſo great 


* 
F 


in whome conſiſted bis honoz, was as | 
The reply boue the reſt the moſt libcrall , J (ſapy 
of Henedõ Menedon) agre, that in as muche as 


a liberalitie as ye ſpeak of,bicauſe if hee 


would haue denied hir, he might not iult 
ly haue donn it, by reaſon of the othe ſhe 
made, the which was connenift fo? her 
to ke pe: and therefoze who gineth that 
be may not deny, doth but well in mas 

king 
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The, iii j. queſtion, 


king hymCelfe liberail therect , & it was 
buta trifle he gaue: and theretozc(as I 
haue ſapde) eche one of the other wis 
moze turteous. And foꝛ that (as it is al⸗ 
ready ſapd) Tarolto had nowe a long 
tyme deſired thys lady, and loued her 
farre aboue all ethers, he fo to attaine 
her, had of long tyme abode great trou⸗ 
bles; offering him ſelke to latiſſie her 
tequeſt, to ſake foozth things almoſt im⸗ 
poſſible to be had, the which now obtap⸗ 
ned he deſerued (thozough her pꝛomiſed 
fayth to obtaynt her alſo, whome (as 
we ſay) bepng obteined , there is no 
doubt, but that the honour of the hul⸗ 


band,and the releaſe ol that the had pꝛo 


wiſed(the which he releaſed) was in hys 
hand. Then was he, to conclude, liberal 
boch of the honoz of the hulband, of the 
othe of his ladie, and of his owne long 
deſire © It is a great matter to haue en⸗ 
dured long thirſt, e to come to a pleſant 
fountain, and not to d2inke, but to ſuffer 
others to dꝛinke. The third was alſo 
very liberall, conſidering that pouertie 
is one of the moſt lothſome thinges ol 
the wozld to bear, foꝛſomuch as it is the 

E. ilij. cha⸗ 
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The iiij. queſtion, 
chaſer away both of mirth and reſt, a | 


flier ofhonours,a frequenter cf vertue, | 
and the inducer of crabbed care, ſo that 


— one euerie one naturally indevour them⸗ 


ſelues with a fierte deſire to (lea Þ ſame, 
the which deſire is ſo kindled in mante, ' 
to the end to line [very ſplendantly in 
reſt, as they gine themſelues no lelle ta 
dilhoneft gaine, than to diſozdinate ex» | 
penſes, peraduenture not knowing, | 

02 not otherways being able to feed that 
their delire: whych is cauſe many times | 
either of death oz exile. Howe much | 


acceptable vnto them that in due ſozte 
do both gayne and poſſeſſe them % And 
who wyll doubt chat Theban was not 
molt paze if he beholve howe he aban« | 
donyng hys nyghts reſt, went gathe⸗ 
ring ofherbes, and diggyng vp of roots 
in doubtkull places toꝛ the better ſuſten | 
tation oł hys pate lyfe. And that this pa 
uertte did occupy hys vertu, map be alſo 

belcued, in hering how Tarolfo deæmed 
to be by him deceued, whẽ he beheld him 


apparelled in vile veſture, e ſc ng hym 
deſirous to ſhake oll p miſery to _ 
rich, 


then ought the riches to pleaſe and to be 


5 
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by The iiij. queſtion, 
rich, knowing he came as far as from 
Theſſaly to Spaine,hazardyng himſelf 


toznies,and vncertapnt ayze, to the end 
to perfozme the pꝛomiſe h& had made, 
and to receiue the lyke from an other, 
Alſo it map be euidẽtly ſæne, that with⸗ 
out dout who giues himſelfe co ſuch and 
ſo many myſeries, to 5 end to fle pouer⸗ 
tye, kuoweth the lame to be full of all 
grefe and troubles. And howe muche 
the moze he hath ſhaken off the greateſt 
pouertie, and is entred a rich like, ſo 
muche the moze is the ſame life accep⸗ 
table vnto him. Then who that is be⸗ 
tome ot pee, rich, if therewpth hys life 


to perillous chances thzough doubtfull 


doth delight him, how great, and what - 
manner of liberalitie doth he vſe, if hr 


giue the ſame awap , and conſenteth to 


returne to that ſtate, the whych he hath 


wyth ſo many trobles fled? Aſſuredly he 
doth a thing exceding great &liberall. 


And thys ſ#meth far greater than the Om wes 


reſt, conſidering alſo of the age of the commonly 
gyuer,that was now olde : fozaſmuch couetoues 


as auarice was wont to be continuallye 
of greater fozce in old men than in yong 
where⸗ 
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The iitj, queſtion, 


wherebpon J gather, that ech one of the 


two folowing,hath vſcd a greater libe- 
ralttte than hath the firſt, ſo muche com⸗ 
mended by you, and the third farre more 
than either of the others. In howe much 
pour reaſon might be well by ante one 
defended, fo well is the ſame defended 
by you (ſayd the queene) but wee minde 
to ſhew vntopou bzefly how our tudgee | 
ment rather than pours ought to take 
place. Ye will ſay, that he ſhewed no 
e liberalitie at all, grantyng the vſe of 
bys wyfe to another, bycaule ok reaſon it 


was conuenient through the othe made 
by the lady, that he ſhuld ſo do, the which 


ought to be in derde if the othe might 
holde. But the wpfe foꝛſomuch as the is 


a member ok her huſband, oz rather one 
body with him, tould not iuſtly make | 


ſuch an oth, wythout the will of her hul⸗ 
band: and pet if ſh# did make ſuche an 
oth, it was nothing,bicauſe the firſt oth 


lawfully made, could not wyth reaſon be 


derogate by any following, chefly not 
by thoſe that are not duly made fo} a ne⸗ 
cefſarie cauſe. And the maner is in ma⸗ 


frimonicall vnitings the man to ſweare 
ta 
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The iii. queſtion, 


to be content with the woman, and the 
woman wyth the man, and never (8 
change the one the other koz an other. 
Now then the woman can nat ſweare, 
and if ſhe do ſweare (as ve haue lapde) 
heſwearech foz a thing valawtall , and 
fo contt ar ie to the fozmer othe, it ought 
not to pꝛeuaile, and not pꝛeua lyng os 
therwiſe than faz his pleaſure he ought 
not to commit hys wile to Tarolfo, & if 
he do commit her to hym, then is he libe 


rall of his honour, and not Tarolfo, as 


pou hold opinion. Neither could he be 
liberall ofhys oth in releaſing it, fo2a(* 
much as the othe was nothyng. 

Then onely remayned T arolto liberall 
of his wanton deſire:che which thing of 
pꝛoper duetie is contentent koz euerit 
man to do, bicauſe we all thꝛough rea⸗ 
ſan are bound to baniſh vice, and to 
follow vertue, And who that doth that, 
wher vnto he is of reaſon bound,is(as pe 
haue ſaid) nothing at all liberall,but that 


Flee vice, 


and followwe 


which is done moe than duetie requi⸗ vertue. 


reth,may well and juſtly be termed libe- 
ralitie. But bicauſe pou peraduenture 0 
Glence argue in your mind what honour 

map 
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The iiij, queſtion, 

may that be ofa chaſt womã to her hul. u 
band, whych ought to be ſo deare : wa t 
: wpll pꝛolong ſomwhat sur talke, inthe: | 
wyng, yotttothe ende that ye may the 

mozeclearely ſe that Tarolfo and The 
ban ot whom we intend next to ſpeake, | * 

vſed no liberalitie at all in reſpect ok the 
knight. Pe ſhall know that chaſtitte to« | * 
Tpaſtitie gether wyth the other vertues, eld no 


0 

l 

vertu | 
Fry c 

molt excel⸗ other reward to the poſſeſſo2s thereof, | 

| 

C 


a 
v 


| 


teut. than honour, the whych honour among 

vertuous men, makes the leaſt vertu ⸗ 
ous the moſt excellent. This honour if | | 
men wyth humility ſeke to ſuppotte it. 


it makes them krends to God, and ſo by 
conſequent to line, and after death to 
The toy of poſleſle the gods eteruall : the whycb ik 
ba God the woman conſerueth krõ her huſband, | 
wife. be may lyue merily and certayne of hys | 
ofſp2ing , and ſrequent in open ſight as 
mong the people content to ſeæ her fo 
ſuch her vertues honoured among the 


moſt high and chefeſt dames, and in his 


mynd it is a manpkeſt token that ſhee 18 
good feareth God, and louech hym wht- 
che is no ſmall pleſure, ſ&ing ſh#1s gi⸗ 
uen hym ko; an euerlaſting companion | 
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The ii1, queſtion, 
mdiniſible ſaupng by death: he tough 


4 ; thySobtapned fauour is ſæne continu⸗ 


ally to encreaſe, both in ſpirituall and 
wozldly wealth. And ſs on the contrary, 


he whoſc wife hath default of ſuch ver⸗ The greꝛte 


tues can neuer paſſe one houre wyth tru ofa man 
palle one houre wpthtru ofaman | 


cuul wpres. 


him, and continually the one deſires the 
death ok che other, he percepneth hym⸗ 


, | conſolation,nothyng is acceptable vnto 
z 
) 


elke thꝛougb thys diſo2dzed voyce to be 


| 


* godto her huſband, a moſt great gilt, 


Tr 3 — ——ů — — 


 whomeſoruer it is heard: And if ſhes 


taryed in the mouths of the veryeſt mi⸗ 
ſers , nepther ſ@meth it vnto hym, that 
| fuch a fault ſhould not be-beleued, of 


were largely endowed with al other ver 
tues, pet thys vice ſ&meth to haue ſuch 
a foxce as to bing her in contempt and 
to vtter ruine. Then is thys honour that 
maketh the woman both chaſfe and 


and ſo is to be held moſt dearely , Blef- 
ſed may he be called, to whome thzongh 
grace is graunted ſuch a gift, although 
we delckue they are but few, towardes 
whome is bozne ennte, fo? o great a be- 
nelit. But to returne vnto our purpoſe, 


it is to be ſcene dow much p knight did 
giue 
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he. iilj. queſtion, 


giue. It is not fled our memoꝛie whe ag 
pe ſaid, that Theban was of 5 reſt moſt 
uberall, who being wych trouble inri⸗ 
ched, hath not doubted ko returne into 
the miſerie of pooze eſtate, in giuing a: 


way that whych he bad gotten. It ap | 


parantly appæreth, that pe cre tuill at⸗ 
quainted with pouertie, who if he come 
vnto vs merie, ſurmounteth all riches. 
Theban nowe pcraduentnre though þ 
. attained wealth, felt hymſelfe replet of 
ſundꝛie ſow2e cares. Me did now ima⸗ 
gine that it ſ@med Tarolfo to haue den 
verie euill, and there*0ze would p2agtiſe 
by murdzing him, to recouer againe his 
caſtles, Be abode in feare to be perad⸗ 
nenture betratzbof his tenants, Oe 
was entred into care touchyng the go⸗ 
uernment ct hys landes, He now knewe 
all the pꝛepared guiles to be done vnke 
hys copartners. He law himſelfe grea*: 
ly enuyed foꝛ hys riches, & doubted leaſt 


ekeues ſhould ſecretly ſpoile him theres 


of. He was ſtuffed with ſo many ſuche 
and ſund2ie thoughts and cares , as all 


qu ietneſſe was fled from hym.Th)ough 


en occalions, calling to _— 
v5 


© The iy. qneſtion. 


his fozmer life, and that wythout fs 
manie cares he paſſed the ſame merily, 
ſapd to hymſelte : J deſired to grows 
rich, to the ende to attaine quiet ret, 
but J (& it is ihe increaſer of troubles 
And togitations: ſo is it the flier of qui⸗ 
 etnefſe : and therefoze deſirous ts be in 
his koꝛzmer eſtate, be rendzed them all 
to him, by whon: they were giut. Pouer 
tie is the refuſed riches, a godneſſe 
vnknowne, a fire of pꝛouocations, the 


ture requireth. De lines ſafe ſrom euerp 
decett that patiently appꝛocheth there⸗ 

with, neither is he viſabled to attaine to 
great honours, that (as we haue ſayde) 
bertuoully liueth therewith: and there- 


— — 
** 


he was not liber all but wiſe. So grati⸗ 
dus he was to Tarolfo inthat it pleaſen 
bim to giue the ſame rather to him than 
| to an other, whereas ke might haue 
beſtowed the ſame vppon many others. 
Then to conclude , the knight. was 
moe liberall that granted his honour 
than any of the others: and thinke thys 

ane 


Pouertte] 
highly ef- 


tekmed in 


which was of Diogenes fully vaycr- temes pat. 
} ſtop. As much ſufficeth pouertie, as na⸗ 


fie as Theban reicced this alluremẽt 
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The. v. queſtion, 


one thing, that the honattr he gaue was 
not to be agapne recouered, the whyche 
happeneth not in manp other thynges, 
as ok battels, pꝛoweſſe, and others like: 
fo2 if they are at one tyme loſt, they are 
recouered at an other, and the ſame it 
poſſible . Therefoze this may luffiſe la 
_ anſwere vnto pour demauny, 


hd th 


— _ 


The fift queſtion, 


propoſed by Clonico. 


— — tt. Atta —_ 
* 


Fter the que#ne becamt 


My ſlent, æ Menedon ſatif 


; fied,a wozthy pong gen: 
'Kyitleman called Clonico, 
8 that ſat next to Menedo, 
A thus began to lay: Mol 
mighty Q. this gentlwomans tale hath | 
hin ſo excellent, therwithal ſo long. as 
Jin what J map {all bꝛerfly ſhew vnto | 
vou thys my conceyt, to the ende the rel 
may the better at their moꝛe leiſure ſa 
theirs. Then fo:aſmuch as J, although 
very yong know the life of the ſubiedes 
of our lozde leue, to be replete wyth 
man 


— ©. — — 


2 


wo lk 
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The v. queſtion, * 
many cares and ſundzy pining pꝛouoca 11 
tions, yet with (mal delight J haue log N 
tyme as J was able, fled the like, rather wall. 
eſchuing than commending them which I 


followhim : And although J was ſun- by 


yy tymes tempted , yet with a valiant vi 
mynd(leaupng the pitched ſnares) al- * 
wapyes reliſted: but bycauſe J being not 1 
ſtrong enough, coulde no way reliſt that 
foxce, whervnto Phoebus was vnable ro 4 
gainſtand Cupid , haupng taken heart 
ts bzyng mer into the number of hys nA 
chꝛals, was taken befoze I knewe how. 1005 
Fo one dap being allured abꝛoad tho- is 
row the freſh renued tyme, walkyng all 11 
merry, and foz my delight gathering of 15 
ſhell ſich vpon the ſalt ſea banks, it hap⸗ 
ned as J turned myne eyes towardes 
the glyttering waues, J ſodainely ſaw 
a litle barke commpng towards mer, as 
wherein with one onely mariner, were 
foure pong gentlewomen, ls faire, as it Fourey5g | | 
was amaruellous thyng to beholve the damſels in 


% a 


beauty they ſemed to haue. They now an he la. 
beyng appꝛoched ſomewhat nere vnto 1 
mer, and J not hauyng yet turned mine ll 
vie fr them, ſaw in the middeſt of them . 


Fj. an 


Tlan'e9 
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The. v. queſtion, : 
an exciting great light, wherin as my 
eſtimation gaue me, me thought J ſawe 
the figure of an angell, very pong, and 
ſo faire, as J neuer behelde thing moze 
fairer: whom as J thus eted,me thought | 
he ſayd vnto me with a voice karre dife | 
trepant from ours: O pong ſwle, perſe. 
cuter of our power (and being therwith 
arriued) J am come hither with konre 
pong damſels , let thy eye make chopce | 
ok her foy thy maiſtreſſe that beſt lpketh | 
the, J when J heard this voice abode 
all appalled, and deuyſed both wyth eie 
and heart to anotd that which hertokoze 
JT had many tymes fledve: but all was 
butleſſe, foz the ſtrength of my legges 
failed mer, and beſide , hee had bow and 
wyngs to ouertake me quickly, where; 
vpon Ain gazing among them, elpied 
one {o faire, lo benigne of cheare, and ſo 
piteons of ſemblance, as A imagined 
to make chayce of her, ag ot a ſingular 
matflrefſe,fateng to my lelfe:This dam 
ſell pꝛeſentethz hir ſelfe ſo humble to my 
eyes, as aſſuredly ſhe will neuer become 
enimp to my deſires, as many others 
haue bin to them, whom J haue in behol 
ding 


— — — 


| 
: 
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© 

ding full of crobles always {cozned,but 
fe ſhall rather be a chaſcr away of mp 
andies:# hauing thus thought, J fozth- 
with anſwered: The gracious beautp of 
that pong damſel, that (O mp lozd) fits 
on your right hand, makes me delire ta 
be boch to pau and her a molt faythtull 
ſeruãt. J am therfoze redy to obcp pour 
wil. da with me as all beſt like pou . J 
had not ended my tale but that J felt my 
left ſide wounded wyth a ſhpning ſhaft, 


ſhot from the bow whych he bare, as me 


thoght þ ſame was of gold,Audaſſured- Thetwo 
loue arc d. 


to ſtrike her with another of lead. And ferent, 


ly,J ſawhim as he turned towards her, 


thus J being in this lozt taken abode in 
the ſnares J had ol long time fled. Thys 
pong damſel hath & doth ſo much contẽt 
mine eie, as all other pleaſure is very 
ſcarſe in tõpariſon ot this: which ſhe el⸗ 
pying of long time ſhewed hir ſelk cõtent: 
but after that ſhe knew me to be ſo take 


with this delight, as not to loue hir was 


a thing impeſſible,tucontinent ſhe diſco⸗ 
uered her guile towards me, with an vn 
deſerued dildaine, ſhewing herſeife in 
apparance a moſt cruell enimie, always 


F. j. tive 
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turning hir eye the contrary way, as ſhe 
happened to eſpy me, and wyth woꝛdes 
on my part undeſerued, alwapes dif: 
pꝛaiſing me, by occaſion wherof, Jhane 
in ſundzy ſoꝛtes indeuoured mp ſelfe 


both wyth pꝛayers and humility to ap* 


peaſe her crueltie: but being vnable, J 
oftentimes beweep and lament this my 


hard foꝛtune, neyther can J any wapes 


Tlon'co an 
bnoelcued 


withdzaw me from louing her, but ra- 
ther how much the moꝛe J linde her cru⸗ 


ell, ſo much the moze mer thinketh the 


flame ok her pleaſure voth ſet my ſoꝛow⸗ 
full heart on fire, As I thzough thele oc⸗ 
caſions, one day beyng all ſolitarie in a 
garden, bewailed my hap wyth infinite 
{kghs, arrompanted wyth many teares, 
there came vpon me a ſingular friend of 
myne,to who part of my greefs were dil 


couered,who with pitifull wozds began 


to comfozt me the beſt he could, but J gt 
uing therevnto no eare at all, anſwered 
hun, that my miſery erceded all others. 
Mherevnto he made me this anſwere:A 
man is ſo much the moꝛe miſerable(ſaid 
he) as he either maketh oz reputech him 


ſelfe a miſer:but aſſured I haue greater 
cauſe 


= | T 
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tauſe to lament than haſt thou. J the all V 

angry turued towards him wyth a dil⸗ vi 

' dainfull loke,ſayeng:and how+who can i 

haue greater cauſe than J: Do not J (o2 

| | god ſeruice receiue cuil recompcule: is 


not my faithful loue rewardev with ha⸗ 

| tred;ſo that any may be as ſozowtul as | 
A. but moe he cannot be, Truely (ſapd 2 lover in? 

my kriend) J haue greater cauſe of greef fected with '| | 
| than haſt thou, and heare now. It is not ealoule re- 

vnknowne vnto the, but that J baue of $409.70, | | 
long tyme, and pct do loue a gentlewo- god inter= | 
man as thou knoweſt:nepther was ther te nment of | 
tier any thing that J thought might bes lade. 
pleaſure her, whych J gaue not my ſelle i 
wich all my witte and power to bzpng q 
to effect . And truely when ſh# vnder- 1 
ſtode the ſumme ok that J deſired ſhe? 8 
made me a gracious gilt, the which as 1 
J had receued, and receiving it at what | Aj 
tyme it pleaſed me, me thought none bp a 
a great way to haue a life coparable to 1 
mpne in gladneſſe, only one thing pꝛic⸗ 1 
ked me, p J coulde not make hir beleue 1 
how perfealy J loued her. Further than Wl, | 
this, ſhe perceiuing me to loueher(as J 4 
ſaid)paſledlightly foz me. But the gods il 
| F. iij. that 


— — — 
8 5 * 882 
. - FR. — F® 
ES ES, — wo wel SR —— — — 
— 


I godly 
ſeatence , 


The v. queſtion, | 


that will grant no wozldlie god turne 
without ſome bitterneſſe, to the end that 

the heuenly map be the better knowne, 

by conſequent the moze deſired, to thys 
they gaue me an other cozſey wpthout 
cdpariſon noiſom, that is, that it hapney | 
one day as J abode with hir all alone in 
a ſecret place ( ſæing wout being againe 
ſ@n)who paſſed by, eſpied a pꝛoper pig 
man, & of a plc ſant countenance, to tome 
along by vs, whome ſhe beheld( as I per | 
ceiued) with a fired eie, and beyng paſt, | 


the ketcht a pitiful ſigh, the which J ef: | 
ppeng ſapd: Alas, do pou ſo ſoone res 


pent,as that pe now ſigh fo the loue of 


this occaſion painted wyth a new redde 
ſwearing by Þ power of the high gods, 
began with many excuſes to endeuour 
her ſelfe to make me belctue the contra⸗ 
ry of that which J had receiued thzough 
the ſigh, but all was to no purpoſe, by: 
cauſe ſhe kindled my hart with an auger 
ſo txcading flerce,as ſhe made ms then 
almoſt redp to chive wyth her, but yet A 
withheld me there-from, And certainly 
it will neuer out of my mynde, but * 


an other: She, whole face was though 


L 
| 


— — — 
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dhe loueth him oz ſome other better than 
me: and all theſe per ſwaſions, the whi⸗ 

che at other times heretokoze ſhe vſed 


) foz mp help, that was, that ſhe loued mes 
better than ſhe did anp other, I nowe e⸗ 


teme them all in contrarie, imagining 


that ſhe hath kainedly ſaid e den al that 
(<#hath heretofoze w2ought, wherby J 
endure intollerable grete, nepther doth 
my comfoyt at all pꝛeuaile therein: but 
bicauſe ſhame oftentimes doth bꝛidle þ 
will, J haue rather to ſozrowe me than 
glad mer, I do not continue my bitter 
grief, ſo as I make anp apparante ther- 
ok: But b2celfly, Jam neuer wythout 
cares and cogitations, the which bʒ ing 
me far greater annoy than J willing ly 
would . Learne then to beare the leſſe 
grofs, ſith thou ſeſt the greateſt with a 
baltant mind bozneof me. To whome 
Janſwered,that as it ſæmed to me,hys 
aref,thogh it were great, was no ways 
to be compared to mine. He aunſwerey 
me the contrarie, and thus we abode in 
a long contention, and in the end parted 
wythout any definition. Wherefoze J 
pꝛay pou 5ᷣ pou will ſay your indgement 


quenes 


bpan the 
9 


— 
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hereof , Yong Gentleman (ayde the 


quene) great is that paine of yours, 
and great wꝛong doth the damſel com: 


queſtid. mit in not louing you: But pet all ty: ( 
mes your g refe may by hope be eaſed, | 
the whych hapneth not to your compe | 
nion, bycauſe that ſich he is once entred | 
in ſulpe nothing is able to dꝛawe it a- 


wate , Therefoze continually whileſt 


loue laſtech, he ſozroweth without com- | 
fore : ſo that in our iudgement greater | 


ſæmeth the grefe of the iealous, than 


Clonico, O noble quene , ſith pou ſap 
ſo, it plainly appeareth , that pou haue 


— of Clo alwapes bin loued againe of him whom 


Wandon ſuch iealouſie, if it happen 925 
1 | t 


vou haue loued, by occaſion whereof, ya 
hardly know what my paine is. Howe 
may it appere that iealouſie bzyngeth 
greater gr#fe than is that I fale, fozſ0« 
much as the iealous pollefſeth,that he 
deſireth., and may in holdyng the ſame, 
take mo2e delight thereof in one houre, 
than in a long tyme after to f@le any 
paine thzough want thereof : and ne- 
uertheleſſe he may (thzough experience) 


that ofthe vnloued loner , Then ſapde | 


| 


; 


t 
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The v. queſtion, | 
this judgement be found kalſe:but J bes 


ing kindled with a firy deſire, how much 
the mote J ſe my ſelte farre offfrom the it 


atkeyning the ſame, ſo much the moze oi 


burne and conſume mp ſelke aſſaulted of 

a thouſand iuſtigations: neyther is any | 
experifce able to help me therin,bicauſe 1 
thꝛough the often repꝛouing her, & flnd- 1 
ing her every houre moze ſharpe, I live 1 
deſperat. Wherefoze pour anſwere ſ&@- by 
meth contrary to the trueth, bycauſe J { 
doubt not but that it is much better to 
holde with luſpicion, than to deſire with 

teares. That amoꝛous flame that doth 

ſhine in our ejes , and that euery houre 

doth adozne our ſight wych the greater 
beauty,doth neuer conſent (replyed the 
quene)that we loue in vaine, as pou af- 
firme:but fo2 al chat it is not vnknown The 
to vs, howe great and what manner of mene 
paine that is, both of the one and of the r 
other, and ther loꝛe as our anſwere hath 1 
bene confirmable to the truth, one thing 47 
we will ſhew to you. It is manifeſt that 5 
thoſe things which moſt do hinder the | | 
quiet of the minde are cares, the which 4 
are ſome of them come to a merrie end, 
ſq [ 
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ſo ſome we ſe to end with great ſozro'y, 


wherof, how much moze the mind is res | 


plete, fo much the moze hath it ofgreef, 
and chieflicſt, whT as the ſame ere noi⸗ 


ſome: that che iealous haue mote Noge | 


therof th4 hate you is manifeſt, bycauſe 


you hæd nething elſe but only to get the 
good will of the demſel whome pe loue, 
the b hich not being able to attaine, is to 
pot arecfe moſt græuous: but pet it is 


certain, that it may cafily come to paſle 
to attaine the ſame at one inſtant, not 
thinking therok (fs2lamuch as womens 
hearts are intonſt ant) beſides peraduen⸗ 
ture ſh# loueth pou notwithſtanding (to 
pꝛoue if pou alſo lone her) ſhe ſheweth þ 
contrary,and ſo perhaps will ſhewe vne 
till ſuch time as He ſhall be well aſſured 
of pour lone, fo that with theſe thoughts 
hope can mitigate vnfained greefe : but 
the iealous hath his mind ful fraught of 
infinit cares, againſt the whych neither 
hope no} other delight can bzing cbfoze, 
oz eaſethe paine. Fo2 he ſtandeth inten⸗ 
tine to giue a law to the wandzing eies 
the which his poſlelloz cannot giue, He 


will and doth tndeuour himſelfe to giue 
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alaw to the fœte, to the hands, and to 
euerp other ac of his miſtreſle. Me will 
be a circumſpea kno ver both of hir tho- 
ghts, e of hit mirth, interpꝛeting euerie 
thing in euill part towards himſelfe,be« 
leuing that ech one deſireth and loueth 
hir whom he loueth, Likewiſe he ima⸗ 
gineth euerie wozd that ſhe ſyeaketh to 
be twaine, and full of deceit. And ik he e: 
ner committed any decration towardes 
hir, it is death ts him to remember it, i⸗ 
magining to be by the like means dece- 
ned. He wil with contecures ſhut vp the 
wies of the aire, and ot the earth. And 
bꝛefly, the heauens, b earth, the birdes, 
beaſts, and euer ie other creature that he 
thinkes deoth hinder his deniſes. And to 


remoue him from this, hope hath no 


place, bycauſe in this doing ik he find the 
woman faithfull, her thinketh that ſhe 
efpieth that which he dooth, and is there⸗ 
fozehedful therin 1 if he findeth that he 
ſerketh fo2,and that he would not finde, 
whois mote doloꝛous than he 2 if per: 
aduenture pe thinke that the embꝛaeing 
her in his armes be ſo great a delighe 
to him as ſhould mitigate theſe pangs, 

your 


The miſe⸗ 
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pour iugement is then kals, bicauſe ſuch 
maner of colling bzingeth him in chol⸗ 
ler, in thinking that others alwell as he 
hath unbzaced hir in the like ſozt:and ik 
the woman peradukture do louinglp in⸗ 
tertaine him, he de meth that ee deth 
it to the end to remoue him from luche 
bis imaginations, & not fo2 the tru lout 
ſhe bcarethhim. It he finde hir maliti⸗ 
oully diſpoſed, he thinketh that ſher then 
loueth an other, and is not content with 


him. Aud thus we can ſbew pou an infi- | 
nit number of other ſuſpicions & cares | 


| hapneth that theſe iealous perſons da 
end their lines thoꝛow the ſei*ſame ma, | 


that are harboured in a iealous perſon, 
Ahat ſhall we then ſap of his life, but 
that it is farre moze græuous than that 
ry of a iea= of any other liuing creature: Hee liucth 
{ous life, bel@uing and not belckuing, and ill al⸗ 
luring the woman: and moſt tymes 1 


lice, wherof they liue fear full, ⁊ not with 
out cauſe,fo2 that with their repzeh enſi⸗ 


he con- 


harmes, Conſidering then the afozeſaid 
quan relons,moze cauſe hath-your frend that 
is iealous to ſoꝛrowe, than haue you,b:- 


— on 


2. 
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ons they ſhew the way vnto their owne | 


cauſe 
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tauſe you may hope to get, and he liueth 
in feare to loſe that whych he ſcarſly hol⸗ 
deth fo2 his awn. And therfoze if he haue 
moze cauſe of griefe than you, @ yet com 
fozts himleif che beff he can, much moze 
ought pou to cdfo2t pour ſelf, and to ſer 
afide bewailings that are met fo faint 
hearts : and hope, that the aſſured love 
whych pou beare towardes pour ladte, 
ſhall not loſe his due deſert: F oz though 
ſhe ſdew her ſelfe ſharpe towards pou at 
this pꝛeſent, it cannot be but that ſhe lo⸗ 
veth vou, bicauſe that loue neuer pardo⸗ 
ned any loued to loue:and pe ſhall knom 
that with the fierce vehement windes, 
are ſoner broken the ſtubburne okes, 
than the conſenting reds. 


C [he ſixt queſtion, 


propoſ ed by a yong gen- 
tle woman. 


GN Ext to Clonico ſate a faire 
5 . I gentlewoman apparelled in 
n a black veſture, vnder an ho⸗ 
Ee neſt vaile,who as ſh e percet- 

| ued 
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ned p quene to hane made an end ok her 
woꝛds thus began to ſap:moſt gracious 
quene, J remember, that being a little 
girle,howe one dap Iwyth my bzother, 
who was a pꝛoper pongman, and of ripe 
peres,abode all alone in a garden, wpth 
out other company:and in tarping there 
wo dam= ktogither, it happened that two young 
tels amo= damſels ok noble blod, abounding in 
rous of a riches, & boꝛne in this our citie, who lo⸗ 


not kno= 


w ng ther= perteiuing him to be in the laide Gar⸗ 


of: & that 


wh cha den, came thither, and began a karre off 


Þ to beholde hym that was altogither ig 


cntte man ned this mp bzother verſe well, aud | 


125 
| 


nozant of their purpoſe . And aſter a 
while,ſ#ing him al alone, ſauing fo2 me 
of whome they reckoned not, bycauſe J 
was but alittle one, thus the one began 
to ſap to the other: Te lone this yong 
Gentleman aboue all others, neither do 
know whether he loueth vs oz no, pet 
is it mæte that her loue vs both: fo that 
nome it is lawfull fo2 vs to ſatiſficonr 


deſire:and to know whether he loue ei⸗ 


ther ol vs, oz whether of vs he beſt lo⸗ 
ueth, to the end that ſhe to whom he ſhal 


belt like of map after remaine his with⸗ 
out 
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| 


out being hindꝛed of other. Wherfo1e 
ſich he is all alone, and that we haue a 
meet tyme ollred, let vs runne vnto him, 
and ech one imbꝛate and kiſſe hym, that 
done, he ſhall take whether of vs beſt 
pleaſeth him. Theſe two pong Gentles 
women being thus determined vppon 
thys reſolution began to run their race 
towards my layd bother. Whereat he 
maruelled greatly. e ſpyeng the, aud ſæ⸗ 
ing in what ſozt they came: but the one 
of them oꝛ euer ſhe came at vs, by agod 


wap, ſtayed all baſhful, and almoſt we» 
ping ripe: the other runne thoꝛow, and 


tame to him, whome ſhe imbꝛaced and 
kiſſed, and ſo ſate her downe by him, re⸗ 
tömending her ſelfe vnto him. And hee, 
after d admirationconceiued ofhir bold 


neſſe, was ſomewhat craſſed) pꝛaped ber 


as euer ſhe loued hym to tell hym trulte 


phat moued them thus to deo: She c5- 


ttaled nothing krom him, the whiche het 
hearing & examining well in his mind þ 


which p one & other had den, knew not 


bow to perſuade hymſelk, whether of thF 
deſt loued him, neyther yet whetherof 
thThe might beſt leut Ind ſo hapnirg 

| ag 
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Lone is ac⸗ laue(as we know maketh thoſe alwapes 
—.— fearful in whom he doth abide: and whet 


tixfeare. he is ol greateſt fozce, there is kewl 


loued cannot be fully kuowne, And if i 
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at that time to depart from them, he al⸗ 
ter pꝛayd counſel of many of his frends 
touching this matter: neither hath a 
one euer ſatiſfied his deſire touching 

demand. Foz the whyche cauſe (I pꝛay 
pou) from whom J alluredly belckue to 
haue a true definition of this my queſti: 
ou, that pc will tell me whych of theſt 
two damſels ought ſ@neſt to be louen 
al the yong man. To this Gentlewoman 
the quene thus made anſwere: Truel 
of the two pong women ſhe as it la 
loued your bzother beſt , c ſooneſt ought 
to beloued of him again, that (doubting) 
baſhfuly abode without imbzacing him, 
and why I thus think this is the reſon; 


6—— 


the greateſt feare : and this hapneth,bi- 
cauſe the intent oꝛ conſent of the perſo1 


could be knowne, many thynges ſhoul! 
be don, that in fearyng to offend arelelt 
vndone, bicauſe the one knowech that u 
diſpleaſing is taken away euery occaſ 
on to be loued: and with this a and 

due, 


The vj, queſſion, ie; 
lore, ſhamefaſtneſſe is alwates artom⸗ 
panied, not without reaſon, Returuing 


chen to our queſtion. Me ſaye p it was 
an ac of one vnfainedly enamozed, that 


bl che gentlewomans, whereby ſhe ſhes 
wed hir ſelfe both fearekull and baſhfull; 


And that ok the other, was rather Þ part 
of one both lewo & licentieus. And ther⸗ 
foze hee beyng of her beft beloued, ought 
the rather(arco2ding to our iudgement) 


to loue her beſt. The anſwered'the gen⸗ 


he gen⸗ 


tlewoman: Poſt curteous qutene, it is tlewoman 


true, that where loue abiveth with mo- repiretb ta 


deration, there feare and baſhfulneſſe ide dueens. 


doch altogither frequent, but wbere he 
doth abouny in ſuch quantitie as he ta⸗ 


keth away the ſight from the moſt wiſe 


(as is already ſatd)J ſay that feare hath 
there nno place, but that the motions of 
him p feleth the ſame, are acco2ving to 
him that vꝛgeth them fo2 wards: there? 
fozethat gentle woman ſeyng her deſire 
befoze her eies, was ſo hotly kindled, as 


ftraighttohim,by whom ſh& was ſo ve⸗ 
hemently pꝛicked fozwards, as till then 
dnable to abide, The _ not ſo 17 
2 of» P 


all hamfaſtneſſe abandoned, <@ ranne 
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V dlis. 


be. vj. queſtion. 
inflamed, obſerued the amozous terms, 


being baſhful and remaining behind, as 
vou ſay. So that then ſhe that ran, loued 


moſt, and moſt ought to be loued again. 
Dilcrett gentlewoman (ſaid the quetne) 
true it is, þ exceſſiue loneitaketh away 
the ſight, # eucry other due perſcuerãce 
in things that are ought of his nature, 
but not in theſe that belong vnto hym, 
the whych as he increſeth, ſo grow they. 
Then howe greater quantitie of loue 1s 
found iu any one, ſo much Þ moꝛe feart 
(as wee laid at þ firſt) is ther allo found. 
And that this is true, the cruell hart of 
Biblis,doth mautfeſt the ſame vnto vs, 
who how much ſhe lo ued, was ſ@ne by 
the ſequele therok. Foz ſhe ſwing hirſelle 
abandoned aud refuſed, had not che au⸗ 
datitit to diſcouer herſelte wich her pꝛo⸗ 
per woꝛdes, but wziting, ſhe dilcloſed 
her vnlitting deſire. Lykewiſe Phedra 
many tymes gaue the attempt to go to 
Hippolito,to whom ſhe theught bolblie 


to ſpcake,and ta tel how much ſhe loned 


him: bur the wo2ds ſhe had to btter,no 
loner came into her mouth. but they 
Qaped bpon her toong and there died. Ob 


| The vj, queſtion, 
bowfearefull is the perſon that lotteth # ,. 
(ho hath bin moze mighty than Alcy- © des. 
des, to whom ſatiſtied not the vicozicof 
ö human things but alſs he gaue him ſelf 

to beare vp the heattens, and netwyth⸗ 
ſtanding was laſtly ſo enatnozed , net of 
a woman, but of a pong wench, a flaue, 
which he had gapned as fearing her cõ⸗ 
mandements; did like an hüͤble ſubieft 
b) ſeruant, euen the very baſeſt things. 
Alſo Paris in what he durſt not attẽpt Paris. 
neither with eie noz tong; With his fins 
ger in the pꝛeſente ok his loue, wiiting 
firſt her name with wine that bad bene 
0 ſpilt wꝛote after, J lone thee ; How farre 
| paſſing al theſe doth a ſiphæ hꝛing vs a Paſphe. 
due example of feare, the which without 
anpreaſcnable intendment, pea æ wyth⸗ 
out vnderſtanding, durſt not ſo much as 
txpꝛeſſe hir deſire co a beaſt, but with lur 
oper hands gathering the ſoft graſſe, 
endeuoꝛed her ſelfe to make him benigne 
vnto her, oftentimes decking hirſelfat » 
glaſſe fo? to pleſe him. to kindle hm in 
the like deſire þ he was in. to the end her 
might attempt to ſcke that which ſhe 
| durſt not demand. Jt is not mekte ſoꝛ a 

G. g. woman 
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the — to be pꝛompt and ready, fozaſmuch as 


meu. How many hath there bern ol them 


amoꝛous effects , the whych willingly 
would rather haue bidden the bidder, bes 


Semſra= 


The. vj. queſtion, 
womã enamoꝛed, neither fo2 any other, 


great ſhamefaſtneſſe onely whych ought 
to be in vs, doch remapne as the garder 
of our honoꝛʒ. Me haue the voice among 
men (and the truth is ſo) to knowe bets 
ter how to hide the amoꝛous flame than 
they do, & nothyng elle ingendꝛeth this 
in vs, but the great feare whych doth 
rather occupp our fozces than thoſe of 


& peraduenture wer haue known ſome) 
whych many tymes haue cauſed them⸗ 
ſelues to haue bene bidden, to the ende 
ther by they might haue atcheued to the 


1 
t 
| 
L. 
7 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 

| 

| 


foze he them, if due baſhfulneſle aud fear 
had not detained them: and not onely þ, 
but euerp time that no is eſcaped cheyꝛ 
mouth, they haue had in their mindes 8 
thonſand repentings, ſapeng from their 
hearts a thouſand times pea, There re⸗ 
maineth then the like ſcelerat fire on 'þ 
behalf of Semiramisand Cleopatra, tht 
whych loued not, but ſought to quiet the 
rage of their wanton willes, c the ſame 

52 being 


The. vj. queſtion, 


being quieted , they alter remtbꝛed not 

themlelules che one of the other . Wiſe 

marchants vuwillingly do aduenture 

at one time al their treaſures to the ha- 

3ard of foztune , and yet notwythſtand⸗ 

ing, they care not to graunt her ſome 

ſmall poꝛtion, the which if they happen 

to loſe, yet do they fele no graft of mind 

at all fox the ſame , The young woman The con- 

therfoze that umb2aced your bꝛather, lo- the quene 

ned him but a little, & that litle ſhe com- vpon the 

mitted to fo2 tune, ſayeng:This gentle: it qualid 

man if A may hereby get him, it is well: 

but if he refuſe me, there ſhalbe no moze 

but let him take an other. The other 

that abode all baſhfull, fozaſmuch as Ge 

loned him aboue all others, ſhe doubted 

to put ſo great loue in aduenture, ima 

ng leaſt this peraduenture ſhoulde 

iſpleaſe her, and he ſo refuſe hir, that 

her grefe ſhould be then ſuch. and ſa 

mucb, as ſhe ſhould die therof, Let 

therefoze the ſecond be lo⸗ 
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The. vj. queſtion. 
womã enamoꝛed, neither fo2 any other, 


great ſhamefaſtneſſe onely whych ought 
to be in vs, doth remapne as the garder 
of our honoz, Me haue the voice among 
men (and the truth is ſo) to knowe bets 
ter how to hide the amoꝛous flame than 
they do, & nothyng elle ingendyeth this 
in vs, but the great feare whych doth 
rather occupy our foꝛces than thoſe of 


meu. How many hath there bern of them 


mis and 
Cleopatra. 


& peraduenture wer haue known ſome) 
whych many tymes haue cauſed them⸗ 
ſelues to haue bene bidden, to the ende 


ther by they might haue atchaued to the 


amoꝛous effects , the whych willingly 


would rather haue bidden the bidder, bes 
fore he them, ik due baſhfulneſle aud fear 
had not detained them: and notonelp p, 
but euerp time that no is eſcaped thepz 
mouch, they haue had in their mindes 
thonland repentings, ſapeng from their 
hearts a thouſand times yea, There re« 
maineth then the like ſcelerat fire on 
behalf of Semiramisand Cleopatra, the 
whych loued not, but ſought to Quietthe 


rage of their wanton willes, on ſame 
eing 


b 
1 


| 


The. vj. queſtion, 


being quieted , they alter rem tbꝛed not 
themlelues che one of the other . Miſe 
marchants vuwtllingly doo aduenture 
at one time al their treaſures to the ha- 
zard of foztune , and pet notwythſtand⸗ 
ing, they care not to graunt her ſome 
ſmall poztion, the which if they happen 
to loſe, vet do they fele no graf of mind 
at all foꝛ the ſame . The young woman T 


man if A may hereby get him, it is well: 
but ik he refuſe me, there ſhalbe no moꝛe 
but let him take an other. The other 
that abode all baſhfull, fozaſmuch as he 
loued him aboue all others, ſhe doubted 
fo put ſo great loue in aduenture, imas« 
Haun leaſt this peraduenture ſhoulde 
iſpleaſeher, and he ſs refuſe hir, that 
ber grefe ſhould be then ſuch. and ſa 
much, as ſhe ſhould die therof, Let 
tlherekoze the ſecond be lo⸗ | 
TE 
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The ſeventh queſtion, 


propoſcd by Galcon, 


py Clare ſunne bcame pier 
, Jchzough amongeſt the grey 
L Ho IS 2 caues, did ſtrike vppon the @ 
Se 2eſaivfountaine,and did re⸗ 
19 bound the lghe therof vpon Þ faire face 
" 28 | ofthe adozned que&ne, who was thereby 
E178 apparelled with that colour, wherof te 
"TW - heanens maketh Chew, when as both the 
. childzen of Latona (from vs hidden 
1 uaith their ſtarres onely giueth vs light: 
YE: ab and beſides the ſplendoz it hzought to 
Wu. her late, it did o lighten the place, as a. 
Way 28 mong the freſh ſhave it yelded a marue⸗ 
Bj | tous luſter to the whole company, Fur: 
ther, what time the rcfleaed ray did ex: 
tend euen to that place where the laurel 
crowne on hir head on the one ſide , and 
the golden treſles on the other, did de⸗ 
termine: It ſo intermingled there ambg 
wich twinings not artificiall , as at the 
firſt ſight one would haue ſayd that cher 
had iſſued foꝛth among the Frein leaues 
a cleare flame ok burning fire, whych 
did ſp2ead in ſuch ſozt, as) aburn hairs 
were ealily ſane tothe ſtanders * 


minde replete with lwert thoughts, ſom⸗ 


The. vij. queſtion. 

Galeon that was peraduenture ſoner oꝛ 
detter awares of this marnellous ſight 
than any of p reſt(being ſet in circle ouer 
againſt the queene diuided onely wyth 
the water) did very intentinely beholde 
the came, almoſt as though he care fo 
nothing elſe:ſo phe moued not his mon - 
the to p queſfion that was nowe tome to 
bis turne i ts whom the quene thercfoze 
(hauing nowe both kept ſilence a gy 
ſpace as eke conteted the wittie gentle» 
woman)thus ſaid : The only deſire per · 
aduẽ ture of the thing which thou behol⸗ 
deſt ſtayeth the : Tel what is the occaſt« 
on p holdeth ther thus appalled, as in ko⸗ 
lowing oꝛder ok the reſt thou ſpeakeſt 
not: qe is only (as me beleueJthe Han 
at our hed, as if ye had neuer ſen y ſame 
befoze:Tell vs firſt, & after as the other, 
pꝛopounded, euen ſo pꝛopoũd you. 
is ſodaine voice Galeon litt vp his 


what comming to himlelf,at what time 
he is wont to do, that thꝛougb a ſodaine 
feare doth bꝛeak his golden llep, 4 thus 
ſayd: Molt noble and renoumed queene, 
whole wozthineſſe it Houlde be ime 

S. uij. poſlte 


The vij. queſtion, 


poſe fo2 me co declare, my mind was 
"We ſo mapped in gracious thoughts (wht 
de J did (o firmly look at your urhed)as! in 
| erg bugbt rap,Lreaming into 
the krech kountaine, and rebounding vys 
- pour face, me thought there iſlyed fwqth 
at the water, alitleſpzite ſo gentle and 
gracious to ſe vnto, as he plucked my 
minde backe, to beholve that whych he 
-did,# perteuing peraduenture, my cies 
altogither inſuflicient to behold ſo great 
d iop, he mounted by the clere rap into 
. pour eies, ę there fo a god ſpace made 
maruellous mirth, adozning the ſame 
with a newclereneſle : and alter mouy- 
ting 421 high. I ſaw howe he aſakended 
by this light (leauing his facſteps in 
Nur kies vpon pour crown, wheras hs 
8 er with the rap, kindley (as it {- 
vnto me)a new flame, ſuch a one as 
8. of poze ſen by Tanaquil. to apper 
Seruius Tullius alittle boy whileſt be 
flept, and ſo went about your-crowne, 
leaping from ſpꝛig to ſpzig hike a little 
amo20us bird, that ſinging darth viſit 
manyleaues, moming your heart wyth 
Ray geureg, ane We E 
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The yy. queſtion, 
hivinghimſelfe therin,being moꝛe mers 
rier euery time he came ſtoꝛth thereof, 
and therewith (as it ſ\@med vato me) ſo 
jocund in hym ſelfe, as nothing moe, 
and that ſinging, 0} wyth a ſwere voice 
he vttered theſe woꝛds: 


Of the third rolling skie, the benigne babe dinine 
Jam, enamoured ſo, to neaſt in theſe two eyne, 

That doubtleſſe die I ſhould, were 1 of mortall rout: 
From tWwig to twig I t wine, to feede this my delight. 
T be/e golden Treſſes whirling in and aut. 

My ſelfe, inflaming my ſelfe,right 

So as with flame I ſhew, theffeit, the potent might, 
Of my darts diuine, piercing Where I goe, 

Ech one-wounding that with ſweete ſight, 

Doth gate hir in the eres, whereas — houre loe, 


of ſuch lur pleaſure be, I there deſcend adowne, 


For of my kingdoms ſhe q ue ene 16 of great renowne. | 


And herewyth he ſapd much moze, go⸗ 
ing about as at what time pe called me, 
and pe had na ſenner ſpoke n, but that hes 
lodenly retiren intopour eies, the which 
ſparkling like vnts the mozning ſtarre 
gaut à nem light that made al the place 
w ſhine . Pt haue non heard with _ 


The vi, queſtion, 


» foynew thoughts haue ſtayed me fo) « 
time. philocopo and the reſt maruelley 
not a little hereat, and turning their etes 
towards their quene, ſaw that, whyche 
to heare ſ@med to them impoſſible. Any 
tHe that was attyzed with humility, liſt» 
ned to the woꝛds that were truly repos 
ted of hir, and abode with a able coun⸗ 
ten ance, making no anſwere at all. 

And — Galeonſpeaking in this 
wile, followed with his queſtion : Molt 
gracious quene, I deſire ts know whe⸗ 
ther a manoucht to be enamozed fox his 
delight 02 no? And to demande this, ma 
ny things meue me, both ſ@ne, heard, 
and helde though the ſundzie opinions 
of many. The queene beheld Gale on a 
good while in the face, and afterwards, 
after a ccrtaine ſigh, thus made aun⸗ 
ſwere : It is conuenient we ſpeake a. 
gainſt that whych with deſire-we leke 
to follom. Any truely that whych you in 
aſking do pꝛopound in doubt, ought ts 
be manifeſt to pou. In anlwering you 
ther kane there ſhall be kept the begun 01« 
der, And he whoſe ſubſets we are, par- 
dan he w62ds,that we, as ce 


The vij, queſtion, 


thꝛough foꝛce of iudgement, ſhall (meze 
ſooner than willing) ſay agaynſt hys di⸗ 
nine maieſtie, le aſt thereby his indigna- 
tion do fall vpon us. And you that like- 
wiſe as wel as we are bis ſubiea, wyth 
a bold minde giue eare vnto them, ney⸗ 
ther dio you fo2 all chat chaunge _ 
purpole at all. And co the ende that fa 
much rhe better, and with amoze appa* 
x ant intendment sur woꝛdes map be re- 
ceined,we wil ſom what digreſle frd our 
matter, turning agayne therevnto as 
bꝛeefly as poſſible we may, and thus wee 
ſap:lote is of thz& ſozts, though which 
thi& al other things are loued, ſome tho⸗ 
row the vertue of one, & ſome thzough þ 
power of an other, accozding as is the 
thing loued, and kkewiſe the louer. The 
firſt of the which z is called honeſt loue: 
This is the geod vpꝛight, and lotal loue 
the which of all perſons ought to be re- 
teiued: This the high er firſt creato} hol» 
dech linked to his creatures. and them he 
tpeth therwith vnto him. Thꝛough this, 
the heauens, the wozld, realmes, pꝛouin⸗ 
ces and cities do remaine in their ſtate: 
chroug this we deu merit to be m_ 
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The vij. queſtion. 

.poſſeſſo2s of the celeſtiall kingdome: 
and wpthout this is loſt al that we hau 
in power of well doing. The ſecond is 
called lone foz delight: And this is he, 
whole (ubiects we are: This is our 
god, him we ds woꝛſhip . him we do pꝛay 
vnto, in him do we truſt, that he may be 
our contentation, and that he map fully 
b2ing our deſire to paſſe: Of this is put 
the queſtion , wherevuto we hall duely 
anſwere. The third is lone foz vtilitie, 
of this loue the wo2lbe is repleniſhed 
mo2e than of any of the other thinges. 
This is coupled with koztune, whileſt 
the tarrieth, he likewiſe abideth , but if 
they part, he is thenthe waſter of many 
goods. And to ſpeake — 
ought to be d&med rather hate t 
lone. Now as touching the pzopounded 
queſtion , wer nede to ſpeake neither of 
the firſt, noz ofthe laſt : we will ſpeake 
of the ſecond, that is, ol lone fo delight, 
co whome truly, no perſon that deſireth 
to leave a vertuous life, ought to ſubs. 
mit himſelfe, bit auſe he is the depziuer 
ol bonoꝛa, the bringer of troubles, the 

reuealer of vices, the copious giver 4 
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The, vij. queſtiou. 


baine cares, and the wozthie occupier 
of the libertie ofothers,a thing aboue al 
things to be held moſt deare . What is 
he then regarding his owne wealth(be- 
ing wiſe) that will not fler ſuch a go⸗ 
yernment 2 Let him that may, line fre, 
followpng thoſe things that doo euerie 
way increaſe his libertie, and let vicious 
gonernozs gouerne vicious vaflals . 4 
did not thinke , ſayd Galeon then, to 
giut occaſion tough theſe mp wozds, 
tothe leſning of this our diſpozt, noz 
to diſquiec the regiment of our lozo 
laue, neither pet to trouble the minds of 
any others, but did rather imagiue (you 
defining it accozding tothe intent of me 
and manp others) that ye might therby 
confirm choſe that are his ſubiects wyth 
a valiant minde, and inuite thoſe which 
arg not, with a grerdie appetite ; but J 
ſe that your intent is all contrary vnto 
mine, bycauſe you with pour woʒds d 
Gew to be ther ſozts of lone, ok the 


ihych cher, the firſt and the laſt, I con- 
{ent they be as you ſap , But the ſecony, 


which anſwereth tomy demaunn, yt 
lar it is ac much to be fled, as A holde 
8 opinion, 


The, vij. queſtjon, 


opinion, it is(as the increaſcr of vertne) 
to be folowed of hym that veſirech a glo⸗ 
riots end, as J bela ut to make apparie 
vnto you by this that followeth. This 
tone, of whome we reaſon (as it may be 
manifeſt co all che wozlde, bycauſe we 
pꝛoue it) doth wozke this pꝛopertie wm 
humane hearts, that after that it hath 
viſpoſed the miude to a thing which ples 
ſeth,it ſpoileth the ſame of all pzide am 
ol all fiercenes, making them humble in 
ech doyng, as it is manifeſt vnto vs by 
Mars, whom we finde, that in louyng 
Venus became of a fierce and ſharpe 
nuke in battell, a moſt humble and ple« 
ſant louer. It maketh the grædie and 
_ eouetots, liberall and courteous. Mes 
dea the moſt careful hiver ofhet arc,af- 
ter ſhe felt hys flames, liberally peidey 
her ſelf,her honoz, and her arts to Iaſon, 
ho makes men moze diligent to high 
attempts than he: And what he tan do, 
behold by Paris and PMentlaus. he 
furthereth foxward 5 angry ficts mon 
thanvdoth her? e ſhewetb vs how often- 
tyms the anger of Achilles was quieten 
$2ough the werte pꝛaxer of _— 
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The, vij. qneſtiou. 
be aboue all others maketh men coura⸗ 
gious and ſtrong. Neither know i what | 
greater example map be ginen vs, than 
that of Perſeus, who foʒ Andromaca did 
make a maruelloug pzofe of his vertus 
ous fozce . Be decketh all them that are 
by him aparelled , with excellent quali: 
ties, wpth oznat talke , wyth magnmfi« 
cence,and with pleaſantneſſe , He J ſap 
beſtoweth vpon all his ſubiecs fineneſſe 
and geutleneſſe , Dh how many are the 
things whych pzoceve from hym 
omœued Uirgil? who Duid: who 
the other poets to. leaue of them ſelues 
tternall fame in thoſe their holy verſes, 
the which (ik he had uot bin) ſpuld neuer 
daue tome to our cares, but he: Mhat 
hal we ſay further of hys vertues 2 but 
that he was able to gpne ſuch a ſwerte · 
neſle to Orpheus harpe,as after that he 
had called to that ſound, all the wovs, 
ſanders about , and made the runnyng 
to tap, to come into hys pze« 
lente in milde peace the ſierte lions to⸗ 
rithers, wpth the faint hearted Harts, 
and all other beaſts , he made likewyſe 
he inferual kuties quiet, q gaue ref "= 
: ct; 
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The, viij. queſt on. 
ſweteneſſe to the tronbley ſoules, am 
after allthis the ſound was of firch vey 
tue, as he attatneb to haue againe hy 
foft wife. Then is he not the chafer 6 
wap ok hond; as pon ſay , neither the 
gtuer of vnſitting fronbles, no? the pꝛo 
_ - noker of vices, no2 the diſpoſer of vaing 
tares, noꝛ the vnwoꝛthy vſer of the {i 
dertie of others. So that euery one ol 
whom he maketh none accompt, and is 
not as pet his ſeruant, onght witch; 
their wit and viligence , to indeuoꝛ 
to orcupie themſelues in che attaining 
the fauo) of ſuch a loꝛd , and to becom 
hys ſobien,iththzongh him he berom 
meth vertuus . That which pleaſeth 
the gods and men ek greateſt 0 
viinhelikewifers pleaf evs, Let ſu 
loꝛd therefoꝛt be loued, ſerney, and 
alwapes in our mindes. Gzeatly decey 
ueth thee thine opinion, fad the q 
and it is no maruell, bicauſe A 
we vnderſtand, thou art ſo fatre em 
mozed, as none the like, and wythont 
dvitbt the iudgement of the enamo 
is merely falſe, bycanſe as they hai 


ofthe light of the epes ok their _ 
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The viz, queſtion, 
ſo haue they baniſhed reaſon as their vfs 
ter enimie, And foz this cauſe it ſhall be 
conuenient, that wer agaynſt our wyll 
ſpeake of loue „the which gricueth vs, 
ſth we be hys lubrecs.But pet to pluck 
the from thine erro2,we ſhal turne our 
ſilence to a true repoꝛt, and wil therfoze 
that thou knowe, þ this loue is nothing 
elſe than vnreaſonable will ſp2ong of a 
paſſion entred the heart thzough a wane 
ton pleaſure that ts opencd vnto the 
ties, nouriſhed with ydleneſſe, by the 
memoꝛie and thoughts of froliſh minds: 
and many tymes in how much it multi⸗ 
plieth, ſo much it taketh away the intẽt 
ol hun in whom it abideth, from thinges 
neceſſarie, and diſpoleth the ſame vnto 
thynges vnpꝛoſitable. But bicauſe that 
thou thꝛogh example giupng doſt inde⸗ 
uoz thy ſelfe to ſhew, that all goodneſſe 
and all vertue doth pꝛocæd from him, 
we will pꝛoceæd to the diſpꝛofes of thy 
pꝛofes . It is no part of humilitie vn- 
iuſtly to bzing vnto a mans ſeife , that 
which belongeth to another, but rather 
an arrogancie ⁊ an vnfittiug pielump⸗ 


thou 
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thou makeſt thzough loue to become 
humble) aſſnredly vſed in taking away 
from Aulcan, Uenus his moſt lawfull 
wife. And without doubt this humilitie, 
that appearecy inthe face of louers doth 
not pꝛocede of a benigne heart, but ta: 
keth root from guile and decerpt , ney⸗ 
ther makes this loue the couetous live. 
ral, but when as ſuch abundance as thou 
lairft to haue bin in Medea,doth abound 
in the hart, and doth dzpune the ſame of 
the ſight of the minde, and moſt foliſhip 
is become pꝛodigal of things heretotoze 
duly eſtæmed deare, and not giuing the 
lame wyth meaſure, bu t vnpꝛofitably 
caſting them away, beleuetch co pleaſe, 
and diſplealech. Medea nothyng wiſe ol 
her pꝛodigalitie, in ſhoꝛt time repented 
very much wythout vt ilitie, and knewe 
chat if ſher had mode ſtly vſed thoſe her 
deere gikts, ſhe ſhould not haue come to 
ſo vfle an ende. And that ſoliciting that 
purchaſeth oz woꝛkech hurt to che ſolici⸗ 
ters, as it ſemeth to vs, ought not any 
wapyes to be ſought foz : foꝛ much better 
is it to ſtand idle, than worke Hharwe. al- 


thogh that neither the one no} the * 
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is to be pꝛaiſed. Paris was a ſolicits) to 
his own deſtruction,if he beheld the end 
of his ſoliciting. Menelaus as reſd was 
became diligent, not fo) loue, but to re- 
couer his honoz loft, as ech diſtrec per⸗ 
ſon ought to do. Neithet pet is this lou? 
ameane ts mitigate anger, but the bee 
nignitie ofminde, the bzunt being paſt 
that induceth it, makes it to become no⸗ 
thing, and remitteth the offence againſt 
whothe it is angry. And pet louers and 
diſcret perſons were wont at the pꝛay⸗ 
ers of the perſon loued, oꝛ of ſome friend 
to foꝛgiue offenſes, to ſhew them ſelues 
curfeons of that which coſt th? nothing; 
and to make the crauers thercof beholp- 
ing vnto them. And in this ſoꝛt Achil- 
les many tymes ſhewed hymſelfe to ex⸗ 
pell from him this congeled anger: like⸗ 
wiſe it ſcemes that this makes men co- 
rageous and woꝛthy: but thereof I can 
ſhew you the contrary. Who was a man 
dk greater valoz than Hercules, and yet 
being enamozed, became vile & ſozget⸗ 
full ot his foꝛce, ſo that he did ſpin thꝛerd 
wyth the women of Iole ? Aſſaredly in 
things, wherein occurreth no daunger, 
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a moſt hardie people are the enamozed, 
and wherin danger hapaeth , they ſhew 
themlſelues in apparance hardie, and 
put themſelues fozward , neither doth 
loue, but little wit allure them ſo to do, 
to the end they map after haue glozie in 
the ſight of their loues, although it hap⸗ 
neth very ſeldome, bycauſe they doubt ſo 
muche the loſing the perſon loucd, that 
they are rather contented to be held vile 
and of little courage, than to gtue them 
ſelues fs perill , And pet wee doubt not 
but this loue repoſeth all ſwertneſſe in 
Orpheus harp. Vc agre that it is true 
that thou haſt ſhewed, 5 truely in gene⸗ 
rall loue lodeth the tongs of his ſubieds 
with ſuch a ſwertneſſe, and wyth ſv ma- 
nie intiſements, as they many times 
would thereby make the (tones turne vp 
ſide done, fo that to intile is not onelie 
the pꝛopertie of wauering aud incon⸗ 
ſtant men, but of vile men. How ſhall wee 
ſay, that ſuch a loꝛd ought to be foilow- 
ed, th2ough the good pꝛopertie ok the kol⸗ 
lower? Aſſurediy he (in whome he abi⸗ 
deth) maketh wiſe and pꝛofitable coun- 
ſels to be deſpiſed. Fo2 it was cuil _ 

| ye 
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the Troians, p thoſe of Caſſandza were 
not heard ot Parts, He maketh.likcwiſe 
his ſubtecs to fo2get and deſpiſe their 
god fame, the which ought to remaine 
to vs all on earth after our deaths, as 
an eternall helre of our memozie. And 
how much theſe afozeſatd did contemne 
the ſame, Egiſtus map ſerne foz an exã⸗ 
ple: although Scilla wzought no leſſe 
hurt than Paſiphæ. Js not he the occaſt- 
on that doth bꝛeak the ſacred bonds of 5 
pꝛomiſed pure faith: Pe truly what had 
Ariadne done to duke Iheſeus, wherbp 
contaminating the matrimonial bands, 
and giuing hymſelfe and his pꝛomiſen 
kayth to the winds, her ſhould abandon 
hir poꝛe miſer among the deſert rocks: 
Alitle pleaſure in gazing in the eyes of 
Phed ra was occaſion to celerat ſo much 
euil, and ok ſuch requitall foꝛ the recey⸗ 
ued honoꝛ. In him alſo is found no law: 
and that it is true may be ſerne by the 
doings of Tercus, who hauing recepued 
Philomena from hir pitifull father, and 
carnally knowne her, made no ſtay to 
contaminate the moſt halie lawes ma⸗ 
trimoniallp contracted betwene hym 
.iij. and 


The vij. queſiion, , 
andProgne p ſiſter of Philomena. This 
alſo calling and cauſing himſclfe to be 
called a god, occypicth the reaſons of 
the gods. Who could euer fully wyth 
woꝛds ſhew the iniquitie of hun: Oe (to 
ſpeake bꝛerfly) lcadeth them that follow 
him to all euilles: and if by happe hys 
followers do any vertuous ac (whpche 
bappeneth very ſeldome) wych a vicious 
beginning they beginne it, deſiring ther⸗ 
by to come very quickly vnto the deſired 
end of their lothlome willes, the whyche 
may he rather laid vices, than vertues, 
fozfomuch as that is not to be herded 
onely which man doth , but with what 
mynd it is doue, and ſo at coꝛding to the 
will of the wozker , to repute the ſame 
vicious oz vertuous, becauſe that neuer 
of an euill rote ſpꝛang a god tre, no} 
from an euill tre god fruit. This loue 
then is lewd and naught, and ik he be 
naught, he is to be fledde. And who that 
ſtæeth thyngs euil, ol conſequent follow⸗ 
eth the god , and ſo is both god and 
pertuous. The beginning of this lone is 
none other thing than feare, the ſequele 
is inne, and the end is grigte and noy: 
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it ought then to be fled, and to be rep200. 
ued. and to feare pou to haue him in pou 
bycauſe he is violent, neither knoweth 
he in any of hys doyngs to k@p meſure, 
and is altogether voide of reaſon, He 
is wythout all doubt the deſtroper of the 
mindes, the ſhame, anguiſh, paſſion, 
greife, and plaint of the ſame, neuer con 
ſenteth that the heart ok whome that 
lodgeth hym be wythout betterneſſe, 
who wyll then pꝛayſe thathe is to be 
followed, but foles? Truelp ik it were 
lawfull war would willingly lyue wpth- 
out him: but of ſuch an harme wer are 
to late awares, and therefo2e it is cons 
uenient fo2 vs, ſith wer are caught in 
hys nets to folow his Ipfe , vntyll what 
tyme as that light whych guyded Ac- 
neas out of the darke wayes, fleing 
the perillons fires, may ap ⸗ 
pere to vs, and guide 
vs to hys plea- 
ſures. 
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J Ihe eight queſtion, 
. "propoſed by a yong gentle wo- 
man named Pola, 


FHtherigbt had of Gas 
\ 9 leon was ſet a faire gẽ 
& tlewoman named bo- 
la, pleſant, æ yet vnder 
an honeſt couerture, 
who akter the Quane 
blend, thus began to ſap:D noble quen 
pe haue demed at this pꝛeſent, that no 

perſon ought to followe this our lozd 

laue, and J foz my part conſent thervn: 

to: but pet ſich it ſ@mes to me vnpoſſi- 

ble, that the pouthfull race both ol men g 

women ſhuld be run ouer wythout thys 

benigne loue: J gather at this pꝛeſent. 

ſetting apart (by pour leaue) pour ſen⸗ 

tence, and to be enamo2ed is lawful, tas 

king the euil doing koz due wozking: 

7 Otwhat — And in following the ſame , A deſire to 
degrees one knowe of pou, whether of theſe two wo⸗ 
. — 8 men ought rather to be loued of a pong 
"1% man, both two pleaſing him alike , ey⸗ 
ther ſhe that is of noble blod,and of able 
kinſfolke, and copious ofhaupng much 
moze than the yong man, oz the * 
| af 


N 


| 
by * 

19 
5 


The, viij. qneſtiou. 


that is neither noble noꝛ rich, noꝛ of kin 
folks ſo abounding as is the pong man? 
To whome the quene thus made agt- 
ſwere: Faire gentlewoman, admitting The 
the caſe that both man # woman ought — — 
to follow loue as we haue befoze air. 
med, we glue iudgement, that in howe 
much the woman is richer, greater, and 
moze noble than che pong man, of what⸗ 
ſoeuer decree oz dignitie he be, euen lo 
ſhe ought to be rather pꝛeſerred to the 
loue of a pong man, than ought ſhe that 
hath any thing leſſe thi he:bicauſe mis 
mind was created to folow high things. 
And therekoꝛe h& muſt ſ#ke rather to av 
uance, than any ways to imbaſe himſelf, 
Further, there is a common pꝛouerbe, 
whych laith: 
The good to couet better t's, 
Than to poſſeſſe that which bad is. 
AAherekoꝛe in our iudgement, thou art 
better to loue the moſt noble, and wyth 
god reaſon to refuſe the leſſe noble. The | 
ſaid pleaſant Pola,noble qn#de, J wold fr, went 
haue giuen another fudgement(if it had on of Pola 
bene to me) ok this queſtion, as pe ſhall with hir 
heare, We all naturally do rather — . 
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fire ſhoꝛt and bꝛieke, than long and tedi⸗ 
ous trobles, and that it is a leſſe & moze 
bzete trouble ts get the loue of the leſſe 
noble, thi of the mote noble is manifeſt, 
Then the leſſe ought to be followed: foz 
as much as the loue of the leſle may be 
ſayd to be already won, the which of the 
moꝛe is pet to get Further many p erils 
may follow to a man louing a woman of 
a greater condicion than himſclite is of, 
neither hath he laſtly therby any greater 
delight than of the leſſer , Foz wee ſe a 
great woman to haue many kinſfolks, 
F a great famuly, & them al as diligent 
heeders of her honoz to haue an eye buy 
to her, ſo p if any one of them happen to 


eſpie thys loue,therof may folow (as we 


haue already ſayd) great perill to the lo 
uer, the whych of þ leſſe noble can not ſo 
lightly come co paſſe: & theſe perils ech 
one (as he is able) ought to flee, fo) as 


much as who preceiueth harme is ſure 


thereof, # who that hath done it, laughs 
eth him after to ſcoꝛn, ſapeng he ſpeves 
wel, where he liketh, there let him loue: 
pet dyeth he moꝛe than once , But howe 
that once happeneth , where, * ws 
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what accaſion, beſides ech one onght to 


take god hede ; it is very credibie that 


a gentlewoman will lightly eſterme ot 


hym, fo2 that ſþ& will deſire to lone one 
moze noble oz greater than hir ſelfe, 
and not one inferto2 to her ſelke: where- 
by ſel dome oꝛ neuer, he ial altaine his 
deſire, But of the leller ſhall happen the 
contrary, bycauſe tha: He wil gloꝛy to 
be loued ol ſuch a louer, and will inde⸗ 
no; her ſelfe to pleaſe him, to the ende 
tonouriſh loue, and yet if this were 
not, the power of the iduer only might 
be able wythout feare to bzing to paile 
to fulfill hys deſite. Wlherefoze J ga⸗ 
ther, that the lefſe noble ought to be 
pꝛekerred in loue bef52e the moze noble, 
Pour iudgement decciueth pon, ( ſapde 
the queene) to the faire gentlewoman, 


howe much the moze one loneth, ſo 
much the mote he deſireth to loue. And 
thys maybe ſene by them, that thzough 
louefele the greater grefe , the which 
although it trouble them not a little, yet 
lone they continually the moze: neither 
doth any one fromhys heart, * 
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he make great apparance in woꝛds. ty 
ſire thereof a ſpedie end. Then as ſinal 
troubles are ſought fo; of the flouthfull, 
of v wiſe, things that are attained with a 
moſt trouble, are held moſt deare am 
delightkull. Aud therefoze in louing the 
leſſe woman, to get hir, ſhuld be (as pot 
ſap)little trouble, and the loue both litle 
and ſhoꝛt, & ſhuld be followed as though 
one in louing, would dere to louc leſt 
and leſſe, which is cõtrary to the nature 
ok loue, as wæ haue ſapd. But in louing 
the greater, that is gotten with trouble, 
happenrth the contrary:bicauſe,that as 
in a thing dearely gotten with trauailt, 
is repoſed al diligẽce to the wel heving 
of che gained lone, euen ſo is ſhe euerie 
houre the moꝛe loued, and the loger doth 
continue the delight and pleſure therof, 
Aud pet ik ye will ſay that all the doubt 
is of their kinſmen, we will not deny it, 
fo2 this is one ot the occaſions. TWhere- 
foze, it is a trouble to haue the loueof 
one of theſe great women: but notwith: 
ſtanding the deſert-in ſuch caſes pꝛo⸗ 
ce by a ſecret way. And we doubt not, 


but that the honour both of the my 
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and meaneſt woman is by ſome of their 
kiaſfolks accozding to their power lo⸗ 
ked to, in ſuch ſo2t, as a fle map come 
to an euill aduenture, louing alwell in a 
bale, as in a noble locke. But what ſhal The cruei⸗ 
he be p wil palle Peſiſtrato in ctueltie, 4 gag 
hauing offended them which toned hym, 

withour fozethinking » which he ſhoulde 

afterwards haue done to thoſe that had 

had the ſame in heart? In ſayeng alſo, 

that louing a greater woman than hym 

ſelle, he thall neuer be able to come to the 

end ok his deſire, bicauſe the woman co⸗ 

uctech to laue one greater than hir ſelke, 

and thirefo2e will make of him no eſti⸗ 

matron at all ye ſhew your ſelfe to be ig THe mea- 
nozant that the meaneſt man (in what — —— 
beldgeth to naturall vertnes) is ot grea- condicion 
ter and better condicion, thi the nobleſt than che 
woman of the wozld , Ahatſeeuer man _ 
hee then deſirech, ſhe deſireth him that 

is of greater and better condicton than 

hir ſelf, bicauſe rhe vertucns oꝛ vicious 

life maketh many times þ mcane great, 

and the great meane. Ja as much there- 

ode as any woman ſhall be ſolicited by 

any man in due ſoꝛt, even ſo without 
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doulit ſhe ſhal yeld to his deſtre, thoug 
the great wyth moze trouble than ih 
meane. Foz we ſe the ſoft water with: 
tontinuall fall to vzeak c pierce the han 

ſtone: and therckoze let none diſpairety 

The loue. Foz ſo much goodneſſe ſhall folloyy 

quene hym that loueth a greater woman than 

char we ypmiſelfe,as he hall indeuo} hymſel 
ſhoulde ra⸗ to pleaſe hir, to haue decent qualities, 
ther loue the company ok noble perſonages, tobe 

—9— - oznate of ſwerte talke, bold in enterpz⸗ 

woman. les, and ſplendant in apparell, and icht 

2 the ſhallattatue to greater glozie, the gres 

* ter delight ſhall he haue of minde, like 
wiſe he ſhal be exalted wyth the god x6 
pozt of the people,andreputedofa 
noble minde . Ler him there⸗ 
foꝛe followe the molk 
noble, as we haue 
alr edy ſatd. 
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The ninth queſtion, 


propoſed by Feramont 
duke of Montorio. 


Ext vnto pleaſant Pola 
I ſate Feramont duke of 
Montozio, who after 
che quenchad ſayd thus 
began: J conſent that it 
— be conuenient to loue, 

that ye haue alredy fully anſwered thys 
gentlewoman to her queſtien , And ) 
that a man ought to loue rather amoze 
noble woman than a leſſe noble than 
hymſelfe, may very well be perlded to, 
through the ſundꝛy reaſons by pou ſhew⸗ 
td touching the lame. But koꝛaſm uch as wyether is 
there are ſundꝛie gentlew e men of lun: to be choſed 
Ny ſoꝛts attired with diuerſities of ha⸗ n lowng j 

| 

: 


bites, that( as it is thonght) do dinerfly ate — 


lone, ſome moꝛe, ſome leſſe, ſome moze w dowe, 62 
| hotly, & ſome others moꝛe luke warme: the maide, 
I deſire to vnderſtad of you, whether of 
(| theſe th1&,a pong ma to bying his deſire 
to a moſt happie end, ought ſoncſ> to be 
enamoured of, either of hir p is maried. 
| 92 
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The, ix, queſtion, 


oz 6fthe mayd, oz ofthe wivowe 2 Ty 
whome the quene made this anſwere! 
Ok che thtee, the one, that is, the maryer 
woman, ought in no wile to be deſired, 
bicauſe ſhe is not hir owne, neyther hath 
libertie to giue hir ſelle to any:and ther: 
fore either to deſire hir, oꝛ to take hir, i 
both to commit an offence agaynſt the 
diuine lawes, as alſo againſt the lawes 
naturall # poſitiue, the offending wher⸗ 
of is to he ape vpon our ſelnes the diuint 
anger, and op conſequent, heauie iudge⸗ 
ment. Howbeit, who that gropeth not 
his conſcience ſo farre inwardlp, doth 
oftentymes ſpede better in louyng hit, 
than of any other of che two, either maid 
o widowe, in as much as it (although 
ſuch love ſomtimes be with great peril) 
is to haue the effect ol his deſire. And 
why this loue may diuers times bzing 
the louer to his deſire, ſwner thay lone 
of the others, this is reaſon:It is ma: 
nifeſt, that in hom much moꝛe the fire is 
blowne, ſo much the moze it flameth, 
wythout blowyng, it becommeth dead. 
And as all other things thꝛough much 
xſe do decay, ſo contrariwile luſt q mo 
lt 
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Vhe ix. Queſtious. 


it is vſed, the moꝛe it increſech. The wf- 
dow in that ſhe hath berne a long tyme 
without the like effect, voth file plame 
almoft as though it had nener bene, and 
fo is rather kindled wyth the memoꝛie 
thereof; than wyth any toncupiſcence at 
all. The mayd that yet hath no ſkil cher 
of, neyther knoweth che fame but by t- 
magination, deſires as it were one luke 
warme + and therfoze j maryed woman 
kindled in ſuch paſſtons, doch moze 
thi any of the others deſire ſuch elleas. 
What time the maryed are wont ts re⸗ 
©, cepue krom their huſbands outrageous 

wo3ds 02 deds, whereof willingl y they 

would take reuenge if they might, ther 
is no way left moꝛe readier vnto them, 
than in diſpite of their huſbands to gine 
their lone to him, dy whom they are al, 
lated to receiue the like . And although 
ſtbr expedient that ſuch manner of re- 
uenge be very ſecret, Þnv ſhame growe 
thereby ;netheleſle are they yet content 
in their mindes. Further, the always v⸗ 
ok ons bind of meat is tedious: and 
we haue oftentymes ſtene the delicate 


meats lelt foz the groſſe, turmng after · 
I.j, wards 
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, The. ix. Queſtion, 
wards vnto the ſame againe, what tyme 
the appetite hath bene ſatiſiied'of the o⸗ 
thers . But bicauſe(as we haue ſayd) it 
is not lawfull thzough any vniuſt occa 
ſion to deſire v which is another mang, 
wer will le aue the marryed to thep2 hul⸗ 
bands, and take the others, whereof 
_ A copiotts number our citie doch ſet 
The wi⸗ befoe our eres, And wer would in beſto⸗ 
dow ia to wing our lone,rather ſ@ke the widows 
4 —— de than the rude mapdes, grolle fo2 ſuch a 
maid. miltery, and that are not wythout great 
1 trouble (the whych in widows nerdeth 
not) made able to a mans deſire , Fur⸗ 
ther, if mayds loue, they know not what 
bf they deſire , and therefoze they don not 
45 followe wyth an intentiue mynde, the 
ſteps of the louer as do the widowes, in 
whome nowe the antique fire taketh 
fozce, and maketh them to deſire that 
which thꝛough long abuſe they had foy 
gotten: ſo that to come to ſuch effec, 
they (tolate) bewerpe the loſt tymes, 
and the ſolitarie long nights, che whych 
thei haue paſſed in their widowiſh beds. 
Theſe are therefo2e (as it ſæmeth vnto 
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The ix. Queſtion, 


is thelibertie to ſubmit themſelues vn⸗ 
to others, than any of the reſt. Then 
inſwered Feramont: Maoſt excellent 


queae , what ye haue ſayd of the mar⸗ ramont. 


ried, Jhad determined in my miade, 
that ſo it ought to be: and now hearing 
the ſame from you, 4 am the rather al- 
ſured thereof, But touchvng the mapds 


ad widows , Jam of the contrarxp a- 
union, bycauſe (ſettyng the married a- 
part, top the reaſons by pon alleagev) 
t lemeth vuto nie very god, that the 
mapd rather than the widow ottght ta 


be deſired: Foz as much as the laue of 
the maid ſetmeth moze fürme and aflu⸗ 


red than that ofthe widow. Foz the 
widowe wythout doubt hath alrcady 


loued one other tyme before, and hath 


(ene and felt many thyngs of loue, and 


knoweth what ſhame may follow there⸗ 
of dand therſoze knowpng theſe thinges 


better than the mapd, loueth faire and 


The tor: 
traty opi⸗ Feen 
non e⸗ 1449 


loktly: and doubtyng and not{ouing- 


firmly, deſireth now this auv nowe that 
and knoweth not to whether (fo2 bir 
moſt delight and greateſt hono)) to ling 
ut elfe, fo2 ſometymes ſb wil neither 

J. ij. the 


ſhe is then pure at the will and pleſure 


The. ix. Queſtion, 


© 
the one no? the other: ſo that deliberatl⸗ 
on doth wauer in hir mynd, neyther is 
the amoꝛous paſſion able to take there 
ſtability: but to the mayd theſe thynges 
are altogether vnknowne . And there: 
foze as ſhe perſuades hir ſelf wyth gay 
aduiſement, that of many pong men ſhe 
greatly pleaſech one, fo without further 
examination ſhe maketh choice of hym 
as of hir louer, and to hym onelp diſpo- 
ſeth her loue , not knowing how foz hir 
pleaſure to ſhew any contrarie ad, ney 
ther is there foz the mote ſare tpeng of 
the louer , any new deliber atiou by hit 
ſought foo2 th touching hir loue, ſo that 


sf hym that ſimply pleſeth hir, & quick- 
Ip viſpoſerh hir wounded heart, him om 
ly to ſerue as lozd , The which thyng 
(as J haue already ſa ↄd) hapneth not ol 
the widow , and therefoze is the other 
the rather to be followed, Further, with 
moze efficacie the mayd tarrteth tholt 
thynges that neuer anye one of her ſo1te 
hath ſene, heard, oꝛ pꝛoued. And pet ſhe 
deſireth moꝛe to ſee,heare,  p2oone thf, 


than who that hath many tymes bol 
ſent, | 


The, ix. queſtion, 
ſsne,heard,and pꝛwued them, and this 
is manifeſt. Among the other occaſions 
fo; the whych our lyke doth greatly de⸗ 
light vs, and is deſired to be long, is fo 
to ſe new thinges, ſuch as wer haue 
yet neuer ſ&ne befoze . And alſo foz to 


ſe chynges moſt newe we haue a great 


delight to runne with a diligent paſe 
to that, whych we abone al other things 
do indeuoꝛ our ſelues to f{#, that is, 
death, the laſt ende of our bodyes. 

The maid knaweth net that delight- 


full contunction, thzough the whych wie 


come into the woꝛld, and yet is it natu- 
rall to cuerie creature though a deſire 
to be ddawne therevnto , Further, ſhe 
maup tymes hath heard from them, that 
know what manner a thing it is, howe 
much ſweetnelſe doth conſiſt therein, 
the which wpth woꝛdes haue gyuen fire 
to the deſire , and therefoze dꝛawne of 
vature,and of a deſire to pꝛoue the thing 
ofhir not as pet pzcaued , doth thzough 
the woꝛds which ſhet hath heard, deſire 
boldly wyth a kindled heart this con- 
courſe , And wyth whome is it pꝛeſu⸗ 
med to be had but _ wyth ** 
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; The ix, queſtion, 
ſher hach already made loꝛd of hir 
minde:? This heat ſhall nat be in the wi 
dow, bicaule hauing once pꝛaaued aud 
telt what maner a thyng it was, ſh@ts 
thereby pzouoked therevato '; Oo that 


the matd then ſhall loue moze , and be 


moze diligent (thzough the reaſons a: 
f:2cſapde ) to the picaſure of hir louer, 
rhan the widowe , To what ende ſhall 
we then wade anie further in ſ&kyng 
that the maid ought not rather to bele- 
ued than the widow: Pon, ſaid the quen, 
reaſon well, and very well pou defem 
your iudgement: But yet wee will ſhew 
pou with apparant reaſon, how pou like: 
wile ought to holde the ſame opinion, 
that we do holde of thys content ion, il 
wich a ſtraight cie you looke vnto the 
nature of loue. Thus in the maid as u 
the widowe, and ſo in the widowe as u 
the maid we do ſ him to be firme, 
Cr3ng, andconſtant, and that this is 
true Hido and Ariadna, wyth thetr d0« 
ings haue left vs an exãple. And whet- 
as this loue is neither in the one no2 in 
the other none of the afozeſaid operaty 
ons will thereof followe. , Then is it 
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Ne The. ix. queſtion. 22 
tonuenient that eache one of them do 
loue, if we will haue that to folow,wher 
of both you and J haue already talked, 
Aud therefoze in louyng either mayd oz 
widowe wpthout going about to ſcke 
whether of them is moſt dilcretely ena⸗ 
moꝛed (as we are certain of the widow) 
we hall ſhewe pou howe the widowe is 
moze diligent tothe pleaſure of the lo⸗ 
uer than is the maid , Foz doubtleſſe a- e 
mong thoſe thyngs that a woman eft#- ought not 
meth deare aboue the reſt, is hir virgt wo lone but 
nitie: and thys is the realen, bycauſe — 
therein conſiſteth all the honour of her 
followpng life. And wythout doubt ſhe? - 

ſhall neuer be ſo much vꝛged fozwardes 

tu loue, as ſhe ſhall not willingly be cur⸗ 

teous thereof, but pet to him onelp, ta 

whome ſh# beleueth to be coupled as 

wife through the matrimoniall lawe. 

And therfoz we go not aboutſ@king fo; - 

this: foʒ there is no doubt but that hs 
willoue to marie, ought rather to love 
the mayd than the widuw, bycauſe.ſh&. : 
ſhalbe lam and negligent in giuing ber 
ſelfe ta him that loueth hir not ( if ſh#. 
| know it) to that effect. Further, maydes 
. Ty. are 
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are generally fearefull, neither arethey 
ſubtilt enough to finde the wapes and 
meanes, whereby they map take the 
ſtolne delights. But the widow of theſe 
things maketh no doubt at all, bicaufe 
that He already hath honozably — 
that which the other tartyeth to 
F b#ing without the ſame, doub 
in giuing hir ſelfe is an other, — 
ken which may accuſe: Whereby after 
wards the becommeth the moze aduen⸗ 
terous,bicaufe (as is ſaive) the ehefeſt 
occaſion that byingeth doubt, is not in 
hir: beſides hs knoweth better the le⸗ 
cret wayes , and fo putteth them in el⸗ 
fea, An that which you lay, that þ maid 
as defirous of athing whyech the neuer 
p1oUep,map be made mote diligent to 
this than che widow, that knoweth what 
mancr a thing it is: therof the contrary, 
Daids do not at the firſt-tyme fo) 
delight. run ta ſuch efſeg (altho 
thing þ deli , the oftner it is le 
heard, o kelt, . and 
the moze carefull is every one to {pllow 
the ſame)becaule it is pl rad, 
err mma to ch Tu thing 
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we reaſon, doth not followe the oꝛder of 
manp other thyngs , that once oꝛ twice 
bepng ſane, are after ward uo moze de- 
ſired, but rather the oltner it is put in 
effect, wyth ſo much the moꝛe affec⸗ 
tion it coucteth to returne, and moze 
deſireth he the thyng whom it pleaſeth. 
than doth her whome it ought to pleaſe, 
zud bath not as yet taſted chersf. — 
foze the widow fozalmuch as the gi 
vetþ leaſt, and is beſt able to giue, be 
ſhall be the mo@ liberall, and the moze 
ſwnex than the maid,that muſt giue the 
deareſt thing wer hath . Allo the widow 
ball be ſconer daa wne (as we haue ſhes 
wed) than the maid to ſuch eſſtas. 
Im which occaſion, let the 
widow be rather la⸗ 


The tenth queſtion, 
propoſed by Aſcaleon. 


x T was convenient that As- 
7 Ncaleon, who in circle ſate 
2 next to the duke Feramont, 


ſhould now p2opound: there 
foze thus he ſaid: Yoſt excellent quene, 
 IFremember that there was heretofoze 
in this our city a fapze and noble gen⸗ 
tlewoman left the widowe'of a ways 
thy huſband , the which fo} that hir 
maruellons beauty was of many ano» 
ble yong gentlemi beloued. And of thoſe 
maup, there were two gentlemen cou- 
ragious knights, each one in what he 
could did indeuoꝛz himſelfe to attaine hir 
loue. And while this cõtinued, by chance 
it hapned , that vniuſt accuſation was 
brought agaynſt hir, by tertaine ot hir 
kinſcolkes befoe the magiſtrat, & after 
by falſe euidente pooued, thꝛogh which 
vntrue p2ocelle ſher was condemned te 

the fire. But bicaule the conſcience of 3 
iudge was perplexed, fo2 that it ſamed 
him, as it were to know y vniuſt pꝛwfe, 
her was willing to commit hir lyfe 1 


the gods and to foztunes happe, and ſo 
tyed ſuch a condicioft to hys ginen ſen- 


be led vnto the fire, if any knight could 
be fonud the whirh would combat in 


that woulo maintaine the contraty, and 
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tence, as after the gentleweman ſhould 


the vefenſe of hir honour ag apnſt hym an 


ſhould happe to ouercome , ſh# fhonly 
then be free, and if checontrary , tobe 
burned accozding to 5 demed ſentence. . 
As the condicion was vnderſt od cf hir 17 
two louers, and by chance ſoner kno- 

wen to the one than to the other: H& , Two | 
which knew the ſame (wneſt, fo2thwith ale * 9 
toke him to his armour, mounted on one gentie⸗ 
hozſebacke , and came into the feld, rip ag 
gainſaping him that would come and dy w ſe 
maintaine p death of the genflewoman. chew tler 
The other that ſomewhat later than the loue. 

firſt vnderſtod of this ſentice , and hea: 

ring how that the knight was alredy in 

field in hir defence, neither þ there was 


then place koꝛ any other to go thither in 


that enterpꝛiſe, & therfoze not knowyng 


berein what to dw, became very ſ20w- 

all imagining, that thꝛough his flack⸗ 1 

neſſe he had loſt the loue ok the loned 
p gentle⸗ 
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gentlewoman, and that the other tyftly 
bad deſerued the ſame 2 and whilſt he 
thus [ozowed hys miſhap, he bethought 
him, that if he befoze any other ſhoulde 
go armed into the field, ſayeng that the 
gentlemoman ought to die, and ſo ſuf- 
fer bymſelke co be oucrcome , he myght 
thereby cauſe hir to eſcape, and ſo ac: 
cozdyng to hps deviſe , he put the lame 
in effeau. The gentlewoman hereby eſca- 
ped,# was deliuered frõ perill, s that 
then after certain days, the firſt knight 
went vnto hir, and recommended hym 
ſelle to hir, putting hir in rememiyance 
bow that he to pzeſerue hir from death, 
had a fem days 446 offered hymſelft to 
the perill of death, and thanks be tothe 
gods. and to hys fozce, he hay. peliue- 
red both bir and hymſelle from ſohard 
an hap; Whervpop it woulp pleaſe bit, 
atcoꝛding to his deſert to giue hit lout, 
the whyrd aboue all thyngs he had al- 
wayes deſired. Afterward wyth the like 
mMayers came the ſecond knight,ſayeng 
that foz your ſake I hauchazarded my 
Iyfe,and becauſe you ſhould nat die,ſuf< 
fred my ſelle to be ouercome, wherv po 
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Yhane purchaſed ts my ſelfe eternal in» 
famie: wheras J contrariwiſe with in- 
countring your ſuretie, and wyllyng to 
vſe my fozce , might haue bene able to 
haue gotten the hono} of the biaozte. 
The entlewditian thanked ech ofthem 
verp benignety, , pꝛomiſing them both 
due recotiipeiiſe fo2 the receues ſeruice. 
— now they being departev,ſhe abode 

in great doubt to whether of them ſhee 
ſhuld 5 father'giue hir love, to the firſt, 
01 to the ſecond , and theresfpzayerh 
touncell of pou, dn whether of them yet 
would fap, thatthe ought fwnelt to be 
ffowe ge ſame; Nick derme (ſaide the 


The 
queen 


quetne) that thefirſt is to be loned, and tudgement 


thelaft to be left: dvcauiſe the frit- 'vfed vpon the 
fozce, aridthewtv his allur ed laue in di: Dongs ot 
ligent ſoꝛt, gining hymſelke to euery pe⸗ the two 
ril, that might happen thꝛough the fu: knights, 
ture battell tuen vnto the death, where⸗ 

by it might very wer haue foldwer, koz⸗ 
aſmuch as ir ſuch a battell to be done a- 

gaynlt him, had dm as lawrufl to any of 

the enimies ofthe gentleweman, as it 


was to thelouer , he bad bin in perill of 
death fo his defence:neither was ie ma 
melt 


The, x, queſtion, 


nifeſt to him, that one ſhoulde come a⸗ 
gapaſt hym, that would ſuffer hymſelfe 
to be ouercome, as it happened. The 
laſt truly went well aduiſed uot to die, 
neither to ſuffer the gentlewoman ta 
die. Then, fozalmuchas he put lcaſtin 
aduenture, he meritech to gain the leile., 
Let the firſt then haue the love of the 
Ifcaleon fairegentlewoman, as the juſt dcſcrner- 
contrari= thereof. Aſcaleon ſayd: O moſt piu - 
eth the dent guckue, what is tha! you ſay:Doth: 
aucens. not one time ſuffiſe to be rewarded foz 
well doyng, wythout crauing further, 
delerte Truely pes. The firſt is wel re 
quited, with beyng of cuery one hgnoꝛen 
foꝛthe receiued vidozie:and what grea⸗ 
ter reward nerdeth he than honc? the 
reward of vertue 4 the receined hono} 
did ſuff ce foꝛ a greater matter than he 
did. And he that with all hys wit came 
well aduiſed, ought he to be vnrecom ⸗ 
peuſed? and further, he to be of eucrie 
one euil ſpoken of, hauing * leſſe 
than the firſt holpen the gentle» oman 
toeſcape? Js not the wit to fozeſs e⸗ 
uery bodily foʒce: w ſo 2 Tf this man 
with all his wit came foz the ſafetie 4 
5 [ 


The, x, queſtion. 
the gentlewoman, ought he foꝛ hys de- 
ſert to be reiected: God fo2 bid it ſhuld ſo 
he. If he knewe not the ſame lo done as 
the other, this was not thꝛough negli⸗ 
gence : foz if perhappes he had knowne 
it befoze the other, he would haut run 
to that which he tooke diſcreetly fo the | 
uſt remedie : whereok reward tuſtlte F 
ought to folow,the which reward ought | 
to be the loue of the gentlewoman, if B41 
rightly ſber (@ vnto him:and pet pou lay | | 
the confrarie . God defend from pour 
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minde (anſwered the quene) that vice 
come to a gd end merit the ſame re⸗ Fen of 

ward that vertue done to the like ende the tenth 3 
meriteth: Bnt rather in as much as queſtion. 1 
vice deſerueth cozrection, ſo no woꝛldlie 
deſert tan iuſtlie ſatiſfie vertue , Who 
hall deny vs to bel@ue (although wet 
cannot manifeſt the ſame with apparat 
teaſon) but that the laſt knight as enui⸗ 
ons of the geod turn he ſaw p2epared fo} 
the other, was moued to ſuch an enter: 
pale, to the end to diſturbe the ſame, 
and not foz the loue he bare to the gen⸗ 
tlewoman, and yet his deuiſe failed him. 
be is a ole, that vnder the colonr olan 


— . —— — 
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| The, x, queſtion, 
rnimie, doth indes himſelke to che en 
to recciue recompente to helpe another, 
Infinite are the waies whtr by it is pol 
fible inough foz vs toHewe at the fir 
with open friendſhip the loife that on 
ok vs deareth toward che other, wichen 
chewing our ſelues as cnimies, andi 
ter wyth coloured words to make ſhea 
to haue p2ofited . That whych we han 
ſayd may now ſuffiſe you foz anſwers 
whom old age moꝛe than any thing elle 
dught to make diſcret. And we belgue, 
that when your minde ſhall haue vaeh 
digeſied thefe things, ye ſhall not lin 
dur tugemenc guilefull,bat true, and it 
be followed. And ſo ſhe held hir peact, 


The eleuenth queſtion, 
propoſed by a Gentle no- 
man named Grace, 


here folomes after hin 
FR. a gẽtlewoman of chan 

oe very wilde, that we 
named Gare. g aſlurtt 
Ab name was clone 


+. 
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The xj. queſtion, 


ko hir nature , who with an humble and 
modeſt voyce began theſe woꝛds: It is 
come vnto mp turne, O moſt yertuous 
quenc,to _—_— this my queſtion, 
which to the end the time (that now aps 
(pans; vnto our laſt feaſting, may be 
etned with che new beginning theres 
of) be onely ſpent in talke, J ſhal byiefly 
pꝛopound that which willingly(and if it 
were lawful koꝛ me) J would poſſe ouer, 
pet not to pꝛetermit the limits of your 
obedience, neither the o2der ofthe reſt, J 
hall pꝛopound this: Whether is it gret UUhe- 
delight to the louer to ſ his loue pꝛe⸗ 33 — 
ſent, oz not ſing hir, to thinke amo)ou* to ajouer 
ſly on hir? Pp gratious grace layde the to ſee the 
guckne) we belpue 5 much moze delight dre _ 8 
is taken in thinking than in beholding, on the abe 
bicauſe in thinking on the thing loued, ſent. 
all the ſenlitiue ſptrics do then graciou- 
fly fele a matuellous top,and as it were 
do content their inflamed deſires with þ 
delight onely of the thought. But this 
happencth nat in the beholding, bicanſe 
thatonely the viſible ſpirit ferleth 10y, 
EM others are kindled with ſuch a de⸗ 
lire that cher are not able to „ 
N. 0 
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The xj, queſtion, 


fo remapne vanquiſhed:and that viſible 
ſpirit ſomtyme taketh ſo great pleſure, 
that of fo2ce he is conſtrapned to wyth⸗ 
dꝛaw hymſelfe backe,remapnpng vile 
altogither vanquyſhed. The do we ga« 
ther hereof, that greater delyght is te 
think than to behold, That thing which 
is loued, anſwered the Gentlewoman, 
bow much the moze it is ſ&ne , ſo much 
the mote it delighteth : and therefoze J 
beleue, that greater delight bꝛingeth 
the beholding than doth the thinkyng, 
becauſe euery beauty at the firſt, pleas 
ſeth thzough the light therof : & ſo after 
thꝛough 5 concinuall ſight, ſuch pleſure 
is confirmed in 5 mind, as therof is in- 
gedzed loue, ⁊ thoſe pleſures that ſp2ing 
from him, No beauty is ſo much loued, 
neyther fo2 any other occaſion than to 
pleaſe the eyes, & to content the ſame ; 
Then in leyng they are contented, in 
thynkyng to ſer, the deſire increaſeth: ſo 
that moge delight feleth he that is con⸗ 
tented, than doch he that deſireth to con⸗ 
F tent hymſelfe, THe may ſ& and knows 
7} Laodom's by Laodomia, howe much moze the 

A Rü, Bight than che abſent cho, 
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The xj. queſtion, 
doch delite,bicauſe wa are to thynk that 
hir protheſilaus neuer departed frd hir 
noo yet was ſhe euer ſeene 


diſpoſed to other than to melancolie, re⸗ 
fuſing to decke & apparell hyꝛ ſelfe with 
hir coſtly garments : The whych thing 
in ſ@png hym neuer hapned: Foz what 
tyme ſhe abode in hys p2eſence,ſhe was 
mery.gracious, and always topfull, and 
te:mly attired, {hat moze manifeſt te⸗ 
ſtimony will we haue than this, that 
the gladneſſe is no greater of the ſight 
than of the thought + Becauſe that 
thzough þ exterio2 dooings, that map be 
compzehended , whych in the heart is 
hidden : The quene then thus made | T9, 
and noyſome, that appꝛoch moſt nere xt queſt ö, 
bnto the mynde, bzyng moze annoy, — 
and mote 5 „than do thoſe farre off thougbt is 


from the ſame. And who doubteth , but to be pꝛe⸗ 
that the thought abideth in the mind, @ ferred bt 
chat the mynde is not from the ep? al- ke 
though thꝛough the particular vertue of 

the mpnde they haue their ſight , and 

that it is conuenient fo2 them by ſundꝛx 
means tor their pꝛopoꝛtiũs to the 
A. ij. ani⸗ 
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The xj, queſtion, - 


animate vnderſtanding. Hauing thẽ lu 
the mind a ſwekte thought of the loued, 
in that ad which the thought byiageth, 
in chat together wyth the thpng loued, 
it ſeemes the louer to be. Thea he ſeth 
the ſame wyth thoſe epes,to whome nas. 
thpug,no not of along diſtance map be 
hidden, Then he ſpeaks with hir whom 
he loueth, aud peraduenture wpth pite⸗ 
ous (tile telleth the anno ys ſuſtained foz 
hir ſake. Thẽ᷑ is it lawful foꝛ hym with⸗ 
out feare to embzace her. Then doth he 
accoꝛding to hys deſire maruelous glad 
hymſelke wyth her. Thẽ doth he hold hir 
wholy at his pleaſure, the whych in be⸗ 
holdyng hapneth not, bicauſe that ſight 
onely at fit ſt taketh pleaſure wythout 
pailing kuriher. And as we ſap, loue is 
timozous and fearkall, and in beholding 
doth make the heart tremble in ſuch 
ſozt as it leaueth nepther thought no2 
ſptrit in hys plate. Foz maup wyth the 
longbeholding of their ladies, loſe thoſe 
theyz naturgl fozces, and remapne van⸗ 
quiched: and many not beyng able to 
moue ſtand lyke poſts, other ſome, in 


tanglyng and cranerſing theyz legs, kall 
| Pr t 
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he xj. queſtion, 
tothe ground. Others thereby loſe their 
ſperch: & by the we know niany other 


lyke thyngs to haue hapned, the whpch 
al ſhould haue deene very acceptable to 
them, to whome (as we haue ſard) they 
haue hapned, ik they had not happened 
at all: how then bꝛynges that thyng de⸗ 
light, that ſhall wulingly be fled? TWe 
coufeſſe, that it were poſſible to beholde 
wythont feare , it ſhoulde be a great de⸗ 
light. But pet little oꝛ nothyng wythouf 
the thought, the whych wpthout the bo⸗ 
dily ſight plealeth very much. And that . 
that wherofwe may haue ſpoken come 1 
to paſſe thzough the thought, it is mani⸗ Hi. 
feſt.that,vea,4 much moꝛe. Fo? we dw 
find that men wyth thought haue paſſed 
the heuens,# taſted of the eternal peace. 
Then mote delighteth the thought than 
the ſight, And if ver lay that Laodomia 
was melancholp wyth thpnkyng,we do 
— deny it, but pet it was rather a dos 
| l2ous than an amojous thought, that 
did trouble her: Sha (as it were) a di⸗ 
iner to hyr owne harme, always doub⸗ 
ted the — Prothefilaus , and ſtiff 
was thynkyng 1 contrary to thoſe 
| B. ij. metas 
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+8 The xij, queſtion, 
15 | thoughts whereof we reaſon, which the. 


row that doubt could not enter into hir, 

but rather ſozowing thzough this occa; 

fion as reaſon was, ſhe ſhewed a troble⸗ 
ſome and heaule loke. 


Armenio ſate next vnto ie 


by | The twelte queſtion, 
gentlewoman, and without 
attending further,as 5 quen 


propoſed by Parmenio, 
5 

had left, thus beganne: Poſt 
migbtie quene, J was of long tyme 
companion with a yong Gentleman to 
whame that hapned which J infend to 
ſhew. He as much as any man coul de 
loue a woman, loned a faire pong gen; 
tlewoman of our citie, gracious, gen 
tle, and verie rich, bath of wealth anv 
parents, and ſhe eke loued him fo; 
eurht that J (to whome his loue was 
diſcouered ) coulde vnderſtand. This 
gentleman then louing hir in molt ſecret 


ſoꝛt, fearing that if it Thould be bew)aid, 
chat he ſhouly no ways be able to — | 


* — 


The xi. queſtion. 


diſcouer his intent, and be certified like 
wiſe ol hirs, he truſted no one that ſhuld 
attempt ta ſpeak ofthis matter: pct his 
deſire infozcing him, he purpoſed ſith p 
he could not bewzay himſelfe vnto hir, to 
make hir vnderſt and by ſome other, thar 
which he ſuflered koz hir ſake . And be⸗ 
thinking him many dapes, by whom her 
might molt cloſely ſignifte vnto hir that 
his intent, he ſawe one dap a poꝛe olde 
woman, wzinkled out of an ozange 


tawnie colour, ſo diſpitefull to beholde, 


as none the like, the which being entred 
the houſe of the poung woman to aſke 
her almes, followed foo2th ofthe doe, 
and many tymes after in like ſoꝛt. and 
fo: like occaſion he ſaw hir returne thi⸗ 
ther . In this woman his heart gaue 
hym to repoſe his whole truſt, imagi⸗ 
ning that hee ſhould neuer be had in ſul⸗ 
picion, and that ſhe might fullie bing 


bis deſire toeffec:therfoze calling hir to 
bim. he pzomilſed hir great gifts, if ſhe 
would helpe him in that which he ſhould 
demand of hir z She ſware to do hir in⸗ 
deuour , to whom this gentleman then 

R. iiij. dilco⸗ 


vnto hir:to the end therefoze phe might 
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The xij. queſtion. 


diſcouered hys mynd. The old woman 
departed, and after a while hauyng cer: 
tified the young woman of the loue that 
my cdpanton bare hir, and him likewiſe 

haw that ſh# aboue all other thyngs of j 

wozld did lone hym, ſha deuiſed howe 

thys yong man ſhould be ſecretly one e- 
2 gentle: uening wyth the deſired woman, and ſa 
man. a get he going befo2e hir, as thee had appoin- 
— ted, ſh# guyded hym to this voũg Ger. 
— tlewoman⸗ houle,wherin he was no ſo⸗ 
were takẽ ner entred.thã though hys miſfo2tune, 
by the oh the poũg woman, the olde, and he, were 
th:enof? all thi found, and taken togithers, by þ 
* b1echzen ofthe woman, and compelled 
to tell the truth of that they made there, 
who confeſſed the whole matter as it 
was. Theſe bzeth2en,fo2 that they were 
the friendes of this Gentleman, and 
knowing that he as pet had attained no- 
thing that might redofid to their ſhame, 
woulde not doe hym any harme as they 
might haue done, but laughing laid to 
* him in this ſozt: Thou art now in our 
The gen- <= hands, and haſt ſought to diſhono2 vs, 9 
demned to fo) that wer may punich thee, if we will, 
ive vort of thele (wo waies { that thou take the 
the rongg. one, 
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The. Xi), Qneſtion. 
one, eyther that thou wilt we take thy old womã 
- life from ther, 02 elſe that thou lye with - oy 

thys old woman, & this our ſiſter, either peare. 

of them one yeare, (wearing faythfulty, 

that if thou ſhalc take vppon thee to lye 1' 
wyth either of them a pere, and the firſt | 1 
peare wpth ö yong woman, that as mas 1 
ny times as thou ſhalt kis o2 haue to da 0 
with hir, as many times ſhalt thou kille 1 
and haue to do wyth the old woman the 1 
ſecond yeare. And if thou ſhalt take the ö 
firſt yeare the old woman, loke howe | | 
many tpmes thou ſhalt kiſſe and touch 1 
hir, ſo many times likewile , and nets 
ther moꝛe noꝛ [eſſe ſhalt thou do the like 
to the pong woman the ſecond peare. 
Theyongman liſtening to the ſentence, 
and deſtrous to liue, ſapd, that he would 
lye wyth theſe two two yeares. Jt was 
granted him. But he remayned in dout 
wyth which ol thẽ he ſhould firſt begin, 
kyther wyth the yong, 02 with the olde. 
Whether of them would vou giue coun⸗ 
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The, xij. Queſtion, 
made anſwere: Accozding to our inge. 
mẽt, the pong gentleman ought rather 
to take the faire pong woman, than the 
foule old, becauſe no pꝛeſent god turne 
ought to be left koꝛ the future, neither ; 
evil to be takẽ fo2 Þ futnre good, bicauſe 
we know p we are vntertaine of things 
to come: in doyng the contrary here: 
of many haue already ſozrowed to late, 
and if any haue pꝛayſed him ſelfe heres. 
in, not duty, but foztune hath ther in hol⸗ 
pen him . Let the faire therefoze be firft 
taken. Ye make me greatly to maruell 
(ſaid Parmenio)ſ&ing p p pꝛeſent god 
ought not to be left foz 5 future, to what 
end then is it conuentent foz vs wptha 
valiant mind to follow & beare wozlblie 
troubles, whereas wa may lla them, if 
it werenotthzough the future eternall 
kingdoms pꝛomiled to vs thzogh hope? 


It is a maruellous thing that ſuch a 


ſhocke of people as are in the wozlve,all 
moyling, to the end at one time to taſte 
ofreſt , and being able fo reſt befoze 
trouble, Hould remapne ſo long whple 
in ſuch an erroꝛ, as trouble after reſt 
were better than befoze . Jt is a 
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The, xij. Qneſtion. 


very iuſt (as it ſæmeth vnto me) after 
troubles coſe&ke reſt, but to deſire to 
reſt wythout trouble in my iudgement 
pught not tobe, nepther can it bing de⸗ 
light, Who then will giue counſell to 
any, that he lic firſt wpth a faire gentle⸗ 
woman one peare , the whych is the 
onely reſt and top of him that muſt lie 
wyth ber, in ſhewing him after that 
there muſt follow ſo great annop any 
vnpleaſant life, as he muſt in euerie 
_ ac, wherein he abode with the young 
woman, haue to do as long wyth a loths 
ſome olde woman? Nothyng is ſo nops 
ſome to a delightfull life, as to remem⸗ 
ber, that after death we ſhall be found 
ſpotted , This death returning to our 
memoꝛy as enimp cõtrary to our being, 
doth diſturb vs of al godnes © pleaſure: 
and whilſt this is remembꝛed, there can 
neuer be top taſted in woꝛldely things. 
Likewiſe no delightcan be had with the 
pong woman that is not troubled oz de⸗ 
ſtroped in thinking & remembzing that 
it behoneth him to do as much wyth a 
molt vile old womã, who ſhal always be 
remayning befoze the tyes of his E 
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uerfly leſnyng ech day a great quantity 


The. xij. Queſtion, 


The time that flieth wyth an inefth 
mable wing, ſhali ſeme vnto him to o⸗ 


of the due houres: and thts mirch is not 
taſted, whereas infallible future ſozrow 
is taried fo. Mherkoꝛe J would tudge 
that the contrarp were better counſell, 
that is, that all croble, wherof gracious 
reſt is hoped fo, is moge delitekullthi 
the delight whirof annoy is tatped fag. 
The colde waters ſemed warme, an 


the medfnull tyme of the darke nyght ſa⸗ 


med clere and ſound yay, and turmoils 
reſt ta Leander, at what time he wt to 
Hero, ſwimming wyth the fozce of his 
armes, th2ough the ſalt ſurges betwen 
Seſto and Abido, fo the delight that he 
concepuedto haue of hir taryenghys cb: 
myng. God kozbid then, that a mi ſhold 
couet reſt befoze travell , oz reward bes 
foze the dwyng hys ſeruice, oz delight, 
befoze he hath taſted tribulation: fo) as 
much as if that way (as wehaue alre⸗ 


dy ſapd ſhold be taken, the future annoy 
- Hold ſo much hinder the pꝛeſent ioy, þ 


not top, but rather annoy it might be 
ſapy. What delight could che delicate 
5 meats, 
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meats, and inſtruments ſaunded wyth 
cunning hand, & the other maruellous 
joys made to Dionylius, j; tyꝛant bying;Diony- 
when as he ſaw a ſharpe popnted ſwozd ſius. 
hang by a fine th2zede ouer hys head: 
Let then ſoꝛowful occaſions be firſt fled, 
that afterwards wyth pleſure, and that 
wythout ſuſpicion, gracious delights 
may be kollowed. The quene made him The 
anſwer ſayeng: You anlwere in part as quœns ſo⸗ 
though we did reaſon of eternall iopes, lution of Þ 
oz the purchaſing whereof, there is no mT 
doubt but that all troubles ought to be the yong is 
taken in hand, and all wozldly wealth vo be lien 
and delight to be left apart: but at this bare tor ch 
inſtant we do not ſpeake of them. but da 
moue a queſtion of wozldly delights, 
and of wozldly annoys . Mhert vnto we 
auſwere as we ſayd befoze, that cuery 
wozldlp delight, that is followed wpth 
wozlvlp annop, ought rather to be take, 
than the wozlvip annoy that tarrieth 
woꝛlolie delight: bicauſe who that hath 
time and tarieth time loſeth time. Foꝛ⸗ 
tune granteih hir geovneſſe wyth ſun⸗ 
dy mutatids, the whych is rather to be 

lanen ohen as ſpe giueth, than to moile 
fo 
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to the ende after turmoples to get the 
ſame, It᷑ her whele ſtood firme and ſta⸗ 
ble, vntil that a man had toyled ſo much 
as he ſhould ned to toile no mote, wa 
would then ſay, that it were to be gran⸗ 
ted to take papnes firſt ; but who is cer⸗ 
fapne that after the euil, map not folow 
the wozſe, as well as the better that is 
taryed fo2 2 The tpmes togyther wyth 
woꝛldly things are al tranſiio2y, ę ther- 
foze in takyng the old woman, befoze the 
peare complete, the which ſhall neuer 
ſ#me to ware leſſe, the pong women 
map die, and her bzethzen repent them 
of this they haue don either els ſhe may 
be giuen to ſome other, oꝛ peraduenture 
ſtolne away, ſo that after one euill, there 
ſhall falow a woꝛſe to the taker. But cds 
trariwiſe, if the yong man ſhall be ta 
ken, the taker ſhall thereby haue his de⸗ 
ſire ſo long tyme of hym deſtrer, neither 
_ Hall there after followe that annoy of 
thought that pou ſay muſt follow there: 
by, bicauſe that we muſt die infallible, 
but to lie wyth an old woman is a hap 
able enough wyth many remedyes to be 
of a wpſe man auopded , and wotldlie 

things | 
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The. xij, queſtton. 


Hings are to be tak? ofthe dilcrẽt with 

this condicis,that ech one whilſt he hol⸗ 

veth and inioyeth them, he diſpoſe him- { 
ſelfe with a liberallmpnd,wht he ſhalbe ji 
required co reſto2e 02 leaue them. Mho 
that buſteth hymſelfe to the end to reit, 
bzpngs amanpfelt example, that with⸗ 
aut that he cannot haue reſt : & ſince he | 
therefoze taketh troubles to the ende ta 1 
baue reſt, how much moze is it to be pee — 


ſumed, pifreſt were as readie as trou⸗ | 


ble, but that be would ſconer take that 
thathis: Neither is it to be thought that 
Leander, ik he had bene able to haue hay 
Hero wpthout paſſing the tempeſtusus 

arme of p ſea, wherein after he periſhed 

wold not rather haue taken hir,thihaue 

ſwom the ſame. It is conuenient to take 

foztunes happes what time ſhe gpueth | 
them. Foz no gift is ſo (mall, that is not 2 (mall 
better than a pꝛomiſed greater. And as Nit in hiv 
fo future things, let remedies be taken, — 
and the pzeſent gouerned acco2ding to nuſed gre⸗ 
they? qualities. It is a natural thing to ter. 


deſire rather the god than the euil, whẽ 


doch the contrarp followeth not _ 
| ta 
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The. xiij. Queſtion, | 
rall reaſon, but hys owne folic. We ci. 

fes, that after trobles quietnes is moꝛe 
gratious and better known than befoze, 
but pet not that it is rather to be taken 
than the other. Jt is poſſible fo2 wiſe 
men and fooles to vſe the councels bothe 
of fooles and wiſemen acco;ding to their 
king: but foz all that che infallible ve⸗ 
ritie ts not altered, the which doth giue 
vs leaue to ſ& that rather the faire pong 
woman than the lothſome olde is to be 
taken ol him. to whome was made ſuche 
achcile, 


The thirteenth queſti- 
on,propoſed by Maſlaline, 


Aſſaline the which ſate onthe 
right hand of the qucne, am 
g next to Parmenio, perfome 
N ing the circle, ſapde in thys 
wiſe : It is mete that J laſtiy do pꝛo⸗ 
pound my queſtion: And therefoze to 
the end that J may make the pleaſaum 
tolde tales, and the n 
0 u || 
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The x1jjj. Queſtious. 
| Queſtions toſeme moze ſwete, J (all 
tell yon a ſhoꝛt tale worth the honring, 
wherin there falleth a Queſtivn verp 
p16p2e to make an ende wall * J hane 
feretofo2e hard ſay that there was in 
this our Citie a Gentlemi, who was 
verp rich, that had to wife 4 exceding 0 
faire ponng Gttlewomã, whom he lo⸗ | 
ned abone all woꝛdly things. This gf 4 gentle 
tle woman was iutierly beloned of a UQoman 
Rnight of 5 ſame Citie, bnt ſhecloned UUas los 2 


him not at all, nether cared foz him, by — 


occaſion wherof, ; knight was neuer 

able to get from hir, ether god wozds 

i turteons conuteuance: aud whil he 

I tzus lined comkoꝛtleſſe of ſnch loue, it 

, | happenedthathe was called to p rigi- 

ment of a Citie not fare diſtante fʒom 

this of onrs: And accozdingly he wẽt 

thither, haniug houoꝛably gouerned þ 

ſame all þ time of his abode ther: dn« 

ring the which it happened, thatthere 

tam a meſlanger vnto him, who after The 

other news thns ſaid: Sir ph ſhall vu Bnighe av 

derſtaud, chat $ Gentlewomau of our 20 enn 

Citie, whom yon ſo itirly loued aboue hircidoam 

Uothers, this mozuig laboring wich de ard. 
| L.j, great 
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The, xiij. Queſtion, 


great grife to be deliuered of child din 00 
not being deliuered, and was inmpp}g,” 
ſence, of hir parents honozablp buriet * 
The Knight not withont great ſozrow n. 
gaueearetothis tale, and with a ſtroy # 
beart endured the telling thereof, with 7 
out ſhewing any alteratton of counte: - 
nance at all, and to himſelf thus ſaid: hi th 
wietched death, curſed be thy power, th 
thou haſt depꝛyued me ok hir, whom J h 
loued aboue all others, and whom J de: w 
ſired moze to ſerue, although Jknewhitſ,, 
crueller to me, than any other wolbliey g 
wight. But ſith it is thus come to paſle th 
that which lone in hir life time woulde hi 
not vouchſafe to graunt me, now the 
the is dead, he can not deny mee : That] , 
aſſuredly if J ſhould dic therfoze, Jill n 
now kiſſe the face of hir being dead, ;. 
that iuing J loued ſo well. And ſo ſtay! h 
ing vpon this determination, he tarts 
vntill it was night, and then toke ont g 
of his ſeruantes, whome he beſt truſted] 
with him, and trauapled the dꝛeadful 5 
darke waycs , till at the laſt he came ny 
the citie: And being entred the ſt me, kt 


went freight to the ſepulture * 


_ 


i. * 


* 


The xiij, Queſtiovy, 

dige gentlewomaa was buried: and after 
ze had camkozted his le ruaunt, that he 
without anie feare ſhaulde attende him 
Where, he opened the lame, # went there 
Minto, wheras lamenting with a pitcous 
Iplaint, he kiſſed the gentlewoman, and 
Itoke hir in his armes, and not ſatiſſied 
Ather with, he began to f#le hir here aud 
chere, and to put his hand into hir frozen 
1 heſt among the colde dugs . But alter⸗ 
"1 wards (being be come woze bolde than 
, was me#ce) to ſeke out vnder the rich ate 
1 which he had on, Þ ſecrete parts of 
- the body, going & fling with a fearefal 
band hither and thither, till at the laſt te 
1 the ſame vpon hir ſtomacke, wher⸗ 
l as with a feeble motion he felt the weak 
[pulſes ſomewhat to moue , He then be⸗ 
tame very kearefnll, but pet loue made 

hym bold, aud therekoze trying further 
with a moꝛe aſſured hæde, he Knew that 
ſhe was not dead : and firſt of all with a 
[wete mutation he dꝛew hir out of that 
place, and after wzapping hir in a great 
mantell ( leauing the lepulture open) 

he and his ſeruant caried hir ſecre: ly ta 
This mothers houſe, whereas he contu⸗ 
| I.. j. red 


f 
| 
| 
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the * red his ſayd Mother, thozow the power 


caryeth 
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— 


[ | 


Lade to Ofche God, that ſhe, ueyther this, no) 


bis mew 


chers 


houſe 


auy thiug eiſe ſhonld maulfeft to au 


perſou liniug. Be canſed great fires t 


be made, to the eude to comfort the colde 
membozes, wherunto the loſt foꝛces did 
not thereby, returne in due ſozt: by ota⸗ 
ffou whereof, as one peraduenture dif- 


cret in ſuche acaſe, willed a ſolemne hot 


houſe to bepzepared, wherin he cauſe 
firſt to be ſtrowed many vertnons her 
bes, and after placed the Gentlewoman 
therin, caoſiug hir as it was mette fan 
oue in that plight, to be tenderlp lokee 


had fo2 a time made bir above there, ti 


blond coagulate abont the heart, began 


thozow the recepncd heate to diſperſe by 
the cold vaius, e the tpirites halfe den 
began to returne to their places: wher: 


vpon the Gentlewoman (no ſoner fi 


ling the ſame ) begã ta cal to hir mother, 


- Fafter to alke wher (h# was: to whom 


the ug ht in ſtead of hir mother madt 


abiding in this ſozt, calliug v 
| woman 


anſwer, 5 ſhce was in a very god platt, . 
and that ſher ſhonld comkoꝛt hir ſelf: bag. 
phou the 


The. xjjj. Queſtion, 
mk Lncina fo; help, was as it pleſed — 
he Gods (abane all expectation) deliuc⸗ * chyld bea= 
ed of a faire ſonne, & therewith of great ryng. 
ronble and ptrill: where of rematuing . 
burdened, and being ioyful ofhir new © 
1 childe , there were ont of haud pꝛo⸗ 
ded uonrſes , bothe foz the charge of with the | 
ir , as alſo ofhir ſoune . The Geutle- mar dir: | 
pomau nom after al theſe heanie trou nered of 'K 
— returued to hir perleue vuderſtan⸗ cheide. $4 
ing, and the new ſonne was alſo boꝛue 1 
athe wozld, bekoꝛe he ſawe either the 
zuight that thus loued hir, oz his mo- 
her who was preſt to doe hit ſcrupce, 
either did ſhe ſ& any one of hir parents 
2 kinſfolkes abont — fo2 to lone vuto 
ir: whereupou being come into a cogt- 
ible admiration as it were all amazed, 
pd: Where am J what a wonder is 
ts ? Mho hath bzought me hyther , 
pheras J was uener befoze To whome 
e Knight anſwered : Geutlewomau , The 
arnell not, comfozt ponr ſelf, fo2 that . — 
hich yon ſs , hathbeue the pleafure of * — 
e Gods, aud I ſhall tell yon how: aud — 
o declariug from the begiuuiug to the how be 


nt all that which was happened hir, mas bion⸗ 
Lit. "_ cons 12 bus 


ab dynge 
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The, xiij. Queſtion, 
concluded, that thzoughe him, cher am; 
hir (on were altue; By occaſion where. 
of they were alwaycs bounden to bey{ 
at his pleaſure, The Genilewomandy 
perceiuing this to be true, knowing 6 
ſuredly that ſhæ could not by any otherlſſe 
meanes, but onelp by this which he edto 
wed hir. ber come to the hands of thelre 
knight firſt of all wih a deuoute voyee lot 
rendꝛed thanks to the immoztall Gods ht 
and after ta him, offering hir ſelfto be alſþ 
ways at his pleaſure and ſeruice. Thuſa: 
ſayde the knight: Gentlewomã ſince yothot 
knowe pour ſelfe to be beholding vulre 

e, J will that in guer don of my wel deb. 
ing, ye comi92te pour ſelfe here in th 
place, vntill J returne from mine office 
whereunto it is now ſo long ſince that qi 
was choſen, as the date hercok is almalſſg. 
at an end. Belldes pe ſhall pzamiſſe ma|bl 
faithfully , nener to bewzap pour ſeliqp] 
without mp licence, either to pour hul 
band, oz any other perſon , To whoneſeh 
the Gentlewoman anſwered, that hz 
was vnable to denpe him either this zw 
dꝛ any other requeſt, and that aſſured 
ſhe would comkogt hir ſelfe and ſo lie 

oth 


CA” SS TEE... + % 


| The: xiij. l 


nech made vnts him, ſhe affirmed neuer 
k cauſe hir ſelfe be knowen without his 
Apleaſure. The knight ſing the Gentle⸗ 
woman out of all peril to receive come: 
bt, after he had above two dapes in hir 
ruice,recommended hir and hir childe 
tate hismothers charge, and ſo departed, 
Areturning to the gouernment ck his ſayd 
t office, the whiche aſtcr alittle whyle hee 
honozably ended, and returned home to 
Iþy3 owne houſe and poſſeſſions : where 
s ofthe Gentlewoman , he was graci« 
douſlp recepued Ccrtapne days aſter his 
ulreturn, he cauſed tobe pꝛꝛpared a great — 
wbanquet, wherevnto he inuited the huſ- ul band of 
ande of thys Gentlewoman, whom he the gentle 
tfloued, hir ethzen, and many others of ——— to 
ir kriendes and his: and the byoden 
Jl \gueltes being ſette downe at the ta⸗ 
le, the Gentlewoman accoꝛding to the 
ie Lieatare of the knight, came apparel⸗ 
ſed in thoſe garments, and decked with 
Ahat crowne, ring, and other pzecious 
eonaments (as the vſe was then) wher · 

nich ſhe was buried. And by the com⸗ 
mmaunyement of the Ruight placed hir 
elle on the one ſide by hir huſband, eon 
j L. iiij. the 
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The, xjjj. Queſtion, 


the other ſide by himſelfe, where as Gd 
fedde that mozning , without ſpeaking 
any wozde at all. This Gentlewoman 
was ofteatimes behelde of hirhuſban 
and hir attire ann oznaments alſo: an 
as it ſ med vnto him, he knewe hir to 
be his wife, and thoſe to ba the gat: 
mentes wherein ſha was buryed : her 
yet fo2 ehat he thought he had buried her 


dead into hir ſepultur, and not beliuing 


. 

7 * 

of 
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that ſhe was ryſen agayne, dur ſte not 
once geue hir a wozd, doutting leaſt ſha 
had bene ſome other that did reſemble 
his wife, imagining that it were mon 
taſie to finde one woman, in attire am 
oznamentes ipke to an other, than to4 
raiſe vp a dead body. But pet fot allthis, | 
he tonrned manp times towardes the | 
Knight, and aſked him who ſhe was, | 
To whome the knight anſwered : Aſke 

of hir, whome ſher is, foz J cannot tell, 
out of ſo vnpleſant a place I haue bjou- 
ght hir. Then the huſband aſked the wif 
who ſh# was, to whome ſher anſwered! 
J was bzought by this Knight by vn 
knowne wayes unto this blace, tothat 
gracious life that is of enery one _ 


ö — * 
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The, xjjj. Qneſtion. 


Ar cheſe woꝛds there wanted no admi⸗ 


ratiou in the hui baude, but rather the 
ſame increaſed, and ſo they remapney 
vucill the banket was ended. Then the 
knight ledde the hnſ ande of this gentle⸗ 
woman into a chamber , and with him 
the Gentlewoman , aud the other like⸗ 
wiſe that baukelted with them, where 


as thep found the Gentlewomans fap2e 
and gracious ſenne in the nourſes ar- 
mes, whome the knighte deltuered in to 


was bzonght thithr, They all after gret 
wonder, made great icy, and chiefly the 
hnſ bande ofhis wife, andthe wife with 
hn huſ bande, of their ſonne. Aud ſo both 
two thanking the knight, retourued me⸗ 
rilp home co their houſe, maup days af⸗ 
ter making marnel2us top. this knight 
entreated this gentlewoman with that 
teuderneſſe and that pure fapth as if ſhe 


had bent his ſiſter , and therefoꝛe it is 


donbted which of theſe two was the 
L v, greas 
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The que= greaterꝛeither the loialtie ok the knight, 
ans ; oy the io of the huſband, that had now 
ard gotten againe his loſt wife , whome he 
the knight, reputed as dead. I pꝛay you to ſap pour 
o: the toy opinion , and what you would iudge 4 i 
ofthe hu* hereok : Molt great(as we beleue) an- 
the greater {wered the queen? ) was the toy of the 
Th? agapne gotten wife, and of hit childe: 
end and likewiſe noble and verie great was 
the loialtie of the knight. But fo that 
it is anaturall thing to be glad of the 
getting againe of things loſt (neither 
could it otherwiſe be bicanſe it would 


any other) and ſpecially in the getting 


) 
| 
| 


againe of a thing befoze ſo gretly loved, 
with a child, whereof there could notbe 
made ſo great toy as was conuenient. 
Ve do not repute it to be ſo great a mat 
ter as to do that whervuto a man of his 
pꝛoper vertue is conſtrained to do, the 
which in being loiall commeth to paſſe, 
bicauſe the being and not being loiallis 
athing poſſible. We ſap then that from 
whome pzoceveth the being lopall in a 
thing ſo greatly loued, that he doth a 
moſt great and noble thing in keping 
lopaltie, q that in a far greater quantity 

lopaltie 


The, xii}. Queſtion. 
lopaltie doth increaſe in him, than doth 
toy inthe other, and thus we iudge. Tru 
ly ſaid Maſlaline: Poſt renoumed queen 
I belæue it be as pou lap: but pet it ſæ· The con 

"1" meth vnto me a great matter to thinke, n 4 | 

that with lo great ioy as was in him ggaqaune. | 

that had gotten agayne his wike, there | 

could be made compartſon of greatneſle | | 

| tnanotherthing:{ozafmnch as greater | 

| grieteis not ſuppozted, than when as 1 

' thzough death a thing loued is loſt, Fur: [ 
ther, it the kutght were faythkull, as ts | 

alreadie ſayd, he did therin but his duty, 

bicauſe we are all bounden vnto the woz⸗ 

king ok vertue: and he that doth that, . 

wherevnto he is of dutie bounden, doth 

but well, but pet it is not to be reputed 

fo2 ſo great a inatter. Therfoze Jima⸗ 

gine, that there map be iudged greater 

top than loyaltie. You with pour woꝛds 

do contrarp your ſelfe (ſapd the queene) The 
becauſe man cught aſwell to reioice in —— 

the godnes ol God in taking him away the taſt 

as though the wozking of vertue : but queitiou- 

if the one conly be inthe one caſe, as ſo⸗ 
rowfulas the other could be in the _ 
| cale 
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The, x/jj. Queſtion, 

eaſe dillopall, it might be conſented ta 
vont indgement. To follow the laws of 
nature. which cannot be fled, is no great 
matte r, bi t to obey the poſittuc!aws, is 
a vertue ot the miude, and the vertues 
of the minde both loꝛ greatneſſe as fo 
eacry other reſpede are to be p2ecered 
befoze bodilp wozks. And if vertnous 
wozks (making duc recompence) do 
ſurmount in greatnes enery other woz⸗ 
king, it may be ſayd, that the hauing ben 
lopall.dureth alwaps in being Joy may 
be turned into ſodayn ſoꝛom, elther elſe 
ma ſhotte ſpace of time become litle o; 
nothing, loſiug p thing thozow the Kh it 
is become mery. And therfozelet it be 
ſapde oi him, that vp2tghtly will iudge, 
the knight to haue bene moze lopall, 
than the other mery . Not one ther was 
that followed Maſſeliue, that had auy 
thing moe to ſay. fo2 that they all had 
now pꝛopouuded their Queſtions. The 
Sunue now in ſetting, left the place re⸗ 
plete w Atemperate apze. By reaſonn 
Ahereof, Fiametta, Molt Renereute 
quenne of this amozous people, * 

ix 


The. xjjj. Queſtion, 
hir one foot, and thus ſayd : Gentlman 
| Geutelwoman, vont queſtions are fis 
niſhed: Whervnto (che Gods bethiked 
, Wehane acceꝛdiug to our ſmall knows 
edge, made anſwere, following rather 
pleaſaunt reaſoning, than matter of ca» 
tention, And Wie know, that muchmoz 
mi ght hane been anf{wercd vnto the 
ſame: pea and in farre better ſo2te than 
e haue done But pet that Te 
haue ſayd map ſnffiz to our paſtim: and 
foz the reft, let it remapne to the Philo- 
fophrs of Athens. Ua ſe Phepns now 
not to beholdvs with a ftraight afpec, 
we fele the apze refrethed , and knowe 
this Feaſt, which we at onr comming 
hicher left hzough the exceſſiue heat, to 
be agapne begonne by our companions, 
And therfo) it ſemeth vs gerd, that Tie 
return, the lame: and this being ſapde, 
Ge toke whir dilicate hand, the laurel! 
ctounne kram hir heave, and in the place 
Where ſb ſat, ſhe laive it downe, 
ſaing: J leane here the crawne of mp 
hononr and ponrs, vucill chat Wee ſhall 
ratorne hiter to the lide Re 2 
And 
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The, xiij. Queſtion, 


And hauing thus ſapd,ſhe toke Philo» 
copo bytbe hand, that now with the reſt 

was riſen, and ſo returned with them al 
to their feaſt Thence was heard of all 
ſides the pleaſaatinſtruments, and the 
atre reſoundyng of amszous ſongs, no 
part of the garden was without ban- 
queting : wherein they all abode merily 
all that day euen to the [aſt houre : but 


night being come vpon them, and the 


ſtarres ſhewing fo2th their light, it ſe⸗ 
med god to the lady, and to them al, to 
depart, and to returne to the citie, wher⸗ 
in being entred Phil ocopo taking his 
leaue, thus ſayd vnto hir: Moſt noble 
Fiametta, if the gads ſhould euer grant 


me, that J were mine owne, as Jam an 


others, without doubt J ſhould be pꝛe⸗ 
ſently yours, but bicauſe mine owne J 
am not, J can not giue m ſelfe to an o⸗ 
ther: howbeit foꝛſomuch as the miſera⸗ 
ble heart could receiue range fire, ſo 
much the mote it fœleth thoꝛough pont 
ineſtimable woꝛthinelſe to be kindled, 
and ſhall fœle alwapes, and inceſſantly 
with moze effec ſhall deſire neuer to be 

fozget⸗ 


| 


Dt. A 
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The. xiij. queſtton. 

fo:cetfull of pour woꝛthines. She than⸗ 

ked philocopo greatly ot his curteſit ab 

his departure, adding that it would 

pleaſe the gods quickely to 

1 | bzing a gracious peace 

to his deſire, 
(. oy | 


FINIS. 


8885 


Impr inted at London, 


dy Abell Icffes, and are to be ſolde 
in Paules churchyard by Thomas 
Woodcocke, dwelling at 
the ligne of the 


Beare, 


1587. 
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